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TO THE 
Right Honourable, 


it WitLiam TuRNER , Knight, 


LORD MAYOR 


OF THE 


Ll. of LonDdon. 


Kigo! Honourable, 


I 1s the happineſs 
= of this City, to 
have a Magiſtrate 
that bears not the 


Srord in vain. Your place 
A 2» 15 


be Epiſite Deatcatory: 
is high; God hath lent you 


is great , it hes in the diſtri- 


cording to Ariſtotle) compre- 
hends all virtues init. Andin 
this your high orb you have 


Governmeat hath helped to 


ctures, yet its fame. 
Lord, to be a «a» <y.%, a pub- 


lick Good , will both render 


* Gratius oft prodeſſe alns 
quam Maghas opes habites 
Cicer0s 


fortable *. God did 


ſuch a juncture of time as 
this. 


: ria3:. his own Title * : your work | 


bution of Juſtice, which (ac- } 


acted vigorouſly, Y our good 


raiſe, 1f not London's ſtru- # 


My | 


+ an. AA mw aan. nn A ao. was mms 


your life honourable, and} 
your death com- |} 


relerve you for! 
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| The Eviſlle Dedicatory: 
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When 1s there more 
need of zeal in ſuperiours , 


| than. when vice grows heady 
” Jin infertours. The ſubject [ 


here humbly dedicate to your 


Lordſhip, is, Violence for 


E Heaven. A Divine »43u, 


or temperature of ſoul to be 
much aſpired after, for by 


| this you may help to ſave 


not only your ſelf, but 
others. Put on Integrity as 
a Robe ;* and let zealous 


{ violence more adorn you 


than the richeſt Chain of 
Fold. Burt 1 have cauſe to 
break forth into Panegy- 


ricks, Indeed your own 


A 25 works 


2 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
works praiſe you in the gates. 


Your prudence and cou- | * 
rage; your impartiality in| 


deciding Cauſes . your pu- | 


niſhing of Oaths, and cor- 


recting the falſe ballance 
your compliance with his 


Majeſties Royal Procla- 


mation . againſt Health-' 
drinking, have erected for ? 
you a living monument .inf 


the breaſts of all ſober and 


plous men. Among other} 


things, your Self-denaal} 


hath been eminent in let- 


ing go ſome of your Per-| 
quilites for the good of 


others. 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory? 


The former CGovernours 
{ that bad been before me (laith 
Nebemiah ) were charge- 
s | able unto the people, and had 
taken of them Bread and 
EWine, cc. but ſo did not I. 
{ What pity is 1t that Lon- 
1 4 don ſhould, like Sparta, keep 
Jy ſuch a Governow but one 
r | year: My Lord, 1 hate 
ly to * give flattering titles x ; 
-& but | have taken this bold. 
4 neſs to ſay this little , both 


{{ for your Lordſhip's > EUR 
| ragement, and the 1mitation 


of 


A 4 


——Pofſe £5 nolle nobile eſt —. ** 
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' he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of thoſe that ſhall ſucceed; 
in your Chain. My Lord, 
this ſmall TraQate comes it 
under your Henours Patro- fit 
nage, and I entreat your}r 
favourable peruſal and ac-| 
ceptance of it, it was in-| 
tended you ſooner, but ſome 
emergent occaſions interve-| 
ning prevented. If this little | 
ſpark thall give light or heat | 
to any heart, I have my 
defire. The great Godf 
who hath placed you at the ' 
helm of this City, fill you | 
with his heavenly benedi- | 
ction,and ſo animate you with | 
all might by his Spirit in the 


mner 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


dinner man, that you may be 


d, 


uw) 


)- 
I 


my 
- 


Jan Eben-exer, a ſtone of help 
[to us ; that you may do wor- 


Jthily in London, and be fa- 


mous in your Generation ; ſo 


'prayeth he whois, 


_ ors 
Your Servant in 


the Goſpel, 
Tro. W arsox. 
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MATTHEW 11. 12. 
The Kingdom of Hearven ſuffereth <vio- 


lence, and the violent take it by force. 


2 IN 0hbr Baptiſt hearing in 
p:> priſon the fame of 


SI. with this queſtion , 
S Art thou he that ſhould 
T'S come, or do we look for 
another? verl. 3. Not ( as 7 ertullian 
thinks) that John Baptiſt knew not that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the True Meſfliah ; for 
{he was confirmed in this both by the 
Spirit of God, and by a lign from Hea- 
ven, Joh. 1.33- But John Baptiſt hereby 
endeavoured to correct the ignorance 
of his own Diſciples, who had a greater 


reſpe& for him than for Chriſt. 
B 


In 


Heaven taken by Storm. 


In the fourth verſe Chriſt anſwers 
their queſtion, Go and ſhew John again 
thoſe things which” ye do hear and ſee: 
the blind receive their ſight,the lame walk , 
the Lepers arc cleanſed, &c. Jeſus Chrilt 
demonſtrates himſelf to be' the true 
Meſſiah, by his miracles which were real 
and ocular proofs of his Divinity. John: 
Diſciples being departed, Chriſt falls 
into an high elogium and commendation 
of John Baptiſt, Verl.7. What went ye 
out into the Wilderneſs to ſee, a reed ſhaken 
with the wind £ As if Chriſt had faid, 
John Baptiſt was no unconſtant man, 
fluctuating in-his mind,and being ſhaken 
as a Keed trom one opinion to another ; 
4,7 £4:- * he was no Rewber, unſtable as water,but 
fe nutanti was fixed and reſolute in Religion, and 


cazumme, a Priſon could wakg no alteration in 
& quouvis 1 + | " 

vl eviſſimo him, 

Vento WHnc 

bu:, nuns iltuc agttatur, intellizit Salvator hominem levem & inſtabllen;l 
at talis Arindo am rat Johannes, f:d coflans, & ſemper ſub ſonnilisg 
BCE 34 Caittre quinquam ſue {.itintie mutt, Brugenbis, 


Verſ. 0. But what went ze out for to ſee, 
a man cloathed in ſoft raiment £ John did 


Tn even 
74 16. Dot indulge his ſenſes; he wore not ſilks 


Vixit Jo- 


hannes «bz 1:1Le ſuppetunt weltzum aut cinorum d-licie, fed cults omiin, 
Euſttra & ſqualiva ; no1 ſuit homo moilis; id inrus, id vous, bd Ut 
ftitns Mins loguevantar, Idem. 


but 


Heaven taken by Storm. 


but Camels hair; nor did he affet to live 
at Court, but ina wilderneſs, 4.3.3.4. 


 Again,Chriſt commends John as being 


his forerunner, who prepared the way be- 
fore him; verſ. 10. He was the morning 
Star which did precedethe Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ; and that Chriſt might ſuff- 
ciently honour this holy man, he doth 
not only parallel him with, but prefer 
him before, the chief of the Prophets. 
Verſ. 9. What went ye ont for to ſee, a Pro- 
phet 2 yealT ſay unto you, and more than 2 
Prophet. Ver(. It. Among them that are 
born of women, there hath not riſen a grea- 
ter than John the Baptiſt : He wasemi- 
nent both for dignity of office, and 
perſpicuity of Doctrine z and ſo the 
Text is uſhered in : From the daies of 
John the Baptiſt, auntil now, the Kingdom 
of Heaven ſuffere® violence, and the vio- 
lent take it by force. In which words 
there 1s, | 
1. The preface or introduQtion; from 
the daies of John the Baptiſt until now, 
John Baptiſt was a zealous Preacher, a 
Boanerges, or Son of Thunder, and after 
his Preaching people began to be 
awakened out of their fins. 
Hence learn, what kind of miniſtry 1s 
52 Ike 
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Heaven taken by Storm. 
like to do moſt good, namely, that 


which works upon the conſciences of 
men. John Baptift did lift up his voice | 


like a Trumpet , he preached the Do- 
Arine of Repentance with power, at. 
3. 2. Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaverr 


is at hand: He came hewing and cut- | 
ing down mens fins, and afterwards | 


preached Chriſt to them. Firſt, He 
poured 1n the Vinegar of the Law, then 
the Wine of the Goſpel. This was 
that Preaching made men ſtudiouſly 
ſeek after Heaven : 7 
much preach to pleaſe, as to profit 3 he 
choſe rather to diſcover mens fins, than 
toſhew his own eloquence. That is the 
beſt looking-glaſs, not which is moſt 
gilded, but which ſhewsthe trueſt tace. 
That Preaching 1s to be preferred, 
which makes the trueſt diſcovery of 
mens fins, and ſhews them their hearts. 


* Thane John Baptiſt was a burning and ſhining | 


Chriſtum & light 5 he did burn in his Doctrine, and 
9mm ſhine in his Litez' and from that time 
Populus MEN prefied into Heaven. * Peter ('who 
main. Was filled with a ſpirit of zeal) having 
P't4 2:47- humbled his hearers for their fins, and 


nit ad obla- : a ; 
tan er2- Opened to them a fountain in Chrilts 


tier.Mun- blood, they were then pricked at their | 
hcart, ( 


ſtc rus. 


obr did not ſo | 
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Heaven taken by Storm. 


0. 
heart, 4F.2. 37. * Tis the greateſt mer- * «+ 
cy to have a ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry. If 
one had a deſperate wound, he would 

deſire to have it ſearched to the bot- 

tom : who would not be content to have 

their ſouls ſearched, ſo they may have 


| them ſaved? 


2. The matter in the Text, The 2. 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force. 

What is meant by the Kingdom of Hea- Queſt. 
Ven £ : | 
Some interpret it of the Doftrine of *#P- 


Nova E= 


| the Goſpel, which reveals Chriſt and .,,,:4; 4 


Heaven. So Eraſmus. firing ad 
But, 4 rather by the Kingdom of Hea- {,,; 1", 

ven underſtand Glory : and ſo learned fu w. 

Beza and others. va. Eraſm. 
This Kingdom ſuffereth violence ®, * Gude 

. 'Tis a metaphor from a Town or 7* 

Caſtle that holds out in war, and 1s not 


' taken but by ſtorm *. So the Kingdom «+ Metaphe- 
| of Heaven will not be taken without »: ſwnptz 
| violence 3 * The violent take it by force. * 4%, 


vel ab arce 
quayiam que irrumpentions hoſtibus diripitur. Brugenls * Impetu quo- 


dan is id perrumpitur, Junius. 


The earth is inherited by the meek, 


Mat.5.5. Heaven is inherited by the v40- 


B 3 lent. 
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Heaven taken by Storm. 


tems. Ourlifeis military, Chriſt is our 


Captain, the Goſpel is the banner, the 
graces are our ſpiritual artillery, and 
Heaven 1s only taken in a forcible way. 
The words fall into two parts. 

I. The Combate, ſuffereth violence. 


2. The Conqueſt, the violent take it 


by force. 


. The right way to take Heaven is by ſtorm: 


Or thus, Nope get into Heaven but vio- 


ſent ozes, This violence hath a double 


aſpect. 


It concerns men as Magiſtrates 3 they 
muſt be violent. 

I. in puniſhing the nocent, When 
Aaron's Orim and Thummim will do no 
g00d, then muſt Aoſes come with his 
Rod, Thewicked are the bad humours 
and ſurfeit of the Common-wealth , 
which by the care of Magiſtracy are to- 
be purged out. God hath placed Go- 
vernours for thc terrour of evil doers, 


Sf Pet.2. 14. They muſt not be like the 


Sword-fiſh, which hath a ſword in his 
head, but 1s without an heart. They 
mult not have a fword 1n their hand, 
but no heart to diaw 3t out for the 

cutting 
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Heaven taken by Storm. 


cutting down of impiety. Connivance 
in a Magiſtrate ſupports vice, and by 
not puniſhiog offenders he adopts other 


mens faults, and makes them his own *. * 


Magiſtracy without zeal is like the body 
without ſpirits. Too much lenity em- 
boldens fin, and doth but ſhave the 
head which deſerves tobe cut off. 

2. In defending the innocent. The 
Magiſtrate 1s the A{y/am or Altar of Re- 


| fuge forthe oppreſled to fly to. Charls 


Duke of Calabria was (o in love with 
doing juſtice, that he cauſed a Bell to 
be hung at his Palace gate, which who- 
ſoever did ring, was ſure preſently to 
be admitted into the Dukes preſence,or 


have ſome Officers ſent out to hear his- 


cauſe. Ariſtides was famous for his Ju- 
ſtice, of whom the Hiſtorian faith, he 
would never favour any mans cauſe be- 
cauſe he was his friend,nor do injuſtice 
to any becauſe he was his enemy. The 
Magiltrates ballance is the oppreſſed 
mans (hield. 

This violence concerns men as Chriſt;- 


2, 


ans. Though Heavey begiven us freely, « .,,...z, 
yet we mult contend for it *, Eccleſ.g.10. & fireut 


mesis digna in qua ir:s impendat ones ſnags, Clarius. 


B & : What 


azrydum 
et, mc wn tanto 744m cardine ceſſandum , cam bec wa ts natird ho- 


vs 103 
prohavet 

cum poteft » 
muber, 


Tn 


Heaven taken by Storm, 


What thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
all thy might. Our work is great, our 
time ſhort, our Maſter urgent, we had 
need therefore ſummon together all the 
powers of our ſouls, and ſtrive as in a 
matter of life and death, that we may 
arrive at the Kingdom above: We muſt 
not only put forth diligence, but vzolence, 
For the illuſtrating andclearing the Pro- 
poſition, I ſhall ſhew, 

I. What violence is not meant here : 
This violence in thetext excludes 1.An 
zenorant violence 5 to be violent for 
that which we do not underſtand, A4&s 
17.23. 4s I paſſed by and beheld your 
devotions, I found an Altar with this in- 

fſeription, dy v6, To the unknown God, 
Theſe Athenians were violent in their 
devotion 3 but it might be ſaid tothem, 
as Chriſt ſaid to the woman of Samaria, 
Joh. 4.22. Te worſhip ye know not what. 
Thus the Papiſts are violent in their 
Religion, witneſs their pennance, faſt- 
mg, diJacerating themſelves till the 
blood.comes, but it 1s 4 zeal without 
knowleclge : their metal is better than 
their eye-ſight. When Aaroz was to 
burn the incenſe upon the Altar, he was 
firſt tv leht the lamps. Exod.3c .7. When 
Zcal 
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zeal ike incenſe burns, firſt the lamp 
of knowledge muſt be lighted. 

2, It excludes a bloody violence, 
which 1s twofold : Firſt , when one. 
goes to lay violent hands upon himſelf. 
The body 1s an earthly priſon where 
God hath put the ſoul ; we muſt not 
break priſon, but ſtay till God by death 
lets us out. The Sentinel 1s not to ſtir 
without leave from his Captain: nor 
muſt we dare to ſtir hence, without 
| Gods leave.Our bodies are the Temples 
; of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 6.19. when 

we offer violence to them, we deſtro 
| Gods Temple: The lamp of life muſt 
burn ſo long as any natural moiſture is 
} left like oil to feed it. 

Secondly, When one takes away the 
! life of another, There's too much of this 
| violence now adates.No finhath a louder 


voice than blood, Gez. 4. 10. 7he voice cjni in 
' of thy Brothers blood cryeth unto me from Celm wx 
| theground. If there-is a curſe for him {#5 


that ſarites his neighbour ſecretly, Dent. 
27. 24. then he is double curied that 
kills him. If a man had (lain another 
unawares, he might take Sanctuary, and 
fly to the Altar : but if he had done it 
willingly, the holineſs of the place 

was 
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was not to protect him, Exod. 21. 14. 
If a man come preſumptuouſly upon his 


ſhalt take him from mine Altar that he 


King Solomon (ought to ſlay him,though 
he caught hold on the horns of the Al- 
tar, I King. 8. 29. In Bohemia former- 
ly, the murderer was to be beheaded, 
and put in the ſame Coffin with him 
whom he killed. Thus we ſee what 
violence the text excludes. 


an Holy Violence. This 1s twofold. 
1. We muſt be violent for the Trath. 


What is Truth £ Truthis either the blef- 

ſed word of God, which is called 

3 aiy(Þ Tis aanbeins, the Word of Truth. Or 

thoſe do@rinals which are deduced 

from the Word, and apree with it as 

the Dial with the Sun, or the tranſcript 

with the Original;as, the doqrine of the 
Trinity, the doctrine of the Creation, 

the doctrine of Free-grace, Juſtifica- 

* Patizz tion by the blood of Chriſt, Regenera- 
pur tion, ReſurreQion of the dead, and the 
waa rica Iife of glory : theſe truths we muſt be 
To viglent for, which is either by being Ad- 
-* vocates for them, or Martyys*, Truth 


rejohbour to ſlay him with enile, thou | 


may die. Joab being a man of blood, | 


Here Pilate's queſtion will be moved, | 


2, 2. What violence is meant heres it is | 


| 
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Truth is the moſt glo- 
rious thing 3 
filing of this gold is pre- 
cious ; what ſhall we be 
violent for, if not for Truth ? Truth is 
ancient; it's gray hairs may make it ve- 
nerable; it comes from him who is the 
ancient of daies. * Truth is anerring, it 
is the Star which leads to Chriſt. Truth 
is pure, P/al. 119. 140. it is compared 
to ſilver refined (even times, Pſal. 12.6. 
There is not the leaſt ſpot on Truth's 
face, it breaths nothing but ſandtity. 
Truth is triumphant ; it is like a great 
Conquerour, when all its enemies lye 
dead, it keeps the field, and ſets up its 


oppoled, but never quite depoſed. In 
the time of Dzocleſgar, things ſeemed de- 
ſperate, truth ran low, ſoon after was 
the golden time of Conſtantive, and then 
truth did again lift up its head. When 
the Water in the Thames 1s loweſt, an 
high tide1s ready to come in. Godis 


on truth's fide, and ſo long there is no 
fear but it wall prevail : The Heavers be- 
ing on fire ſhall be diſſolved, 2 Pet. 3.12. 
but not that truth which came from 


Heaven, 1 Pet. 1.25. 


Truth 


be « 


* the leaſt * P1ibrio ft Veritas Chris 
fttrrorom quiim Helene Greto- 
mm. Aug, Ep. ad Hicr, 
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qual pri- 
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tull. 
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Truth hath noble effe&ts. Truth 1 
the ſeed of the new birth, God doth not | 
regenerate us by miracles, or Revela- | 
tions, but by the word of truth, Jam. 
I. 18. Astruth 1s the breeder of grace, 
ſo the feeder of it, 1 Tim. 4. 6. * Truth 
ſan@Gifies, John 17. 17. SanGifie them by | 
thy truth. Truth is the ſeal that Jeaves 
the print of its own Holineſs upon us; 
It is both ſpeculum and /avacrum, a glals 
to ſhew us our blemiſhes, and a lavor | 
to waſh them away, Truth makes w# 
free, John. 8.232. it beats off the fetters | 
of ſin, and puts us into a ſtate of Sor- fa 
ſhip, Rome. 8.11, and Kingſhip, Rev.1. 6. * 
Truth is corfortizg ; this Wine cheers. ' 
When Davids Harp and Viol could }1 
yield him no comfort, Truth did, Pal. 
119. 50, This is my comfort in my af- 
fiGion, for thy word hath quickned me. 
Truth is an antidote againſt errour. Er- 
Tour 1s the adultery of the mind; it 
ſtains the ſoul, as Treaſon doth the 
blood, Errour damns as well as vice. 
A man may as well die by Poiſon, as 
Piſtol 3 and what can ſtave off Errour 
but Truth 2 The reaſon ſo many have 
been trapanned into errour, 1s, becauſe 


they either did not know, or not _ 
rac 
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the Truth. I can never ſay enough in 
the honour of truth. Truth is baſes fidez, 


| the ground of our faith; it gives us an 


exact model of Religion + it ſhews us 
what we areto believe : * Take away 
truth, and our faith 1s fanſie. Truth 1s 


the beſt flower in the Church's Crown 5 atinat þ- 
| We have not a richer Jewel to truſt 45m 


God with than our fouls, nor he a richer 
Jewel to truſt us with than his truths. 


Truth is Tnfigne honoris , an Enfien of 
; honour ; it diſtinguiſheth us from the 
falle Church, as chaſtity diſtinguiſheth 
a virtuous woman from an Harlot. In 
, * ſhort, truth is Ecclefie prefidium, the 
! bulwark of a Nation : 2 Chroz. 11,17. 
{It is ſaid , the Levites ( who were the 


anteſignani, the enſign-bearers of truth) 
ſtrengthened the Kingdom, Truth may 
be compared to the Capitol of Rome, 


which was a place of the greateſt 


ſtrength; or the Tower of David , on 


' which there hang a thouſand ſhields , 
| Czet. 4. 4. Our Forts and Navies do 
not ſo much ſtrengthen us as truth. 


Truth 1s the beſt 447{:tia of a Kingdom; 
if once we part with truth, and eſpouſe 
Popery, the lock is cut where our ſtrength 
lies, What then ſhould we be violent 
tor, 
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for, if not for truth? We are bid 
ray«viz. oz, to contend as In an Apon) 
for the faith delivered to the Saint: . 
Jude v.3. If truth once be gone, we may 
write this Epitaph on Englands tomb- 
ſtone, The Glory is departed. 

2. This holy violence 1s when we are 
violent for our own ſalvation, 2 Pet 
1. 1c. Give all diligence to make you 
calling and eledion ſure. The Greel 
word ei, fipnifies 47x10#5 carefulneſ 
* or a ſerious beating ones thoughty. 
about the buſineſs of eternity 3 ſuch : 
care as fets head and heart a work : it 
this channel of Religion all a Chriſtians | 
zeal ſhould run. 

3- The third thing 1s, what is im 1 
plied in tkis holy violence. It implics} |, 

I 


three things. 

1. Reſoſution of Wull. 

2. Vigour of Afﬀection. 

3. Strength of endeavour. 

1. Reſolution of the Will, Pſal. 11 9g, &.\ 

T havc ſworn and will perform it, that 1 
will keep thy righteous Judgements. W hat- 
ever 1s in the way to Heaven (though 
there be a Lion 1n the way) I will en- 
counter it. Like a reſolute Commander 
that chargeth through the whole _ooy 
C 


5 © way oa, min wi £A 


| of the Army. The Chriſtian is reſolved, 
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come on it what will, he will have Hea- 
yen» Where there is this reſolution, 
danger muſt be deſpiſed, difficulties 


trampled Þ- war wy COONOS: q Di Regni Dei deſiderio tenen= 
contemned *, This is the tr, violnid quidam irrumpune 


I firſt thing in holy vio « paiticipes Wins fiant cum di= 


lence, reſolution of will , #49 Munſter, 


Iwill have Heaven whatever it coſt me; 


and this reſolution muſt be in the 
ſtrength of.Chrilt. 

Reſolution is like the biaſs to the 
bowl, which carries it ſtrongly. 
Where there is but half a reſoluti- 
on, a Will to be ſaved, and a will 
to follow fin, it is impoſſible to be vio- 
lent for Heaven. If a traveller be un- 
reſolved, ſometimes he will ride this 
way, ſometimes that; he ls violent for 
neither. 

2. igour of the AfleFions.The will pro- , 
ceeds upon Reaſoz * ; the judgement be- * nes 
ing informed of the excellency of a /4#tw 4c- 
ſtate of Glory, and the will being re- {1,,4.” 
ſolved upon a voyage to that holy 
Land, now the afte&ions follow, and 
they are on fire 1n paſhonate longings 
after Heaven. The Aﬀedtions are vio- 
lent 


I6 
* Qu vim 
facit, VC- 
bimeati ftu- 
610 Pr ope= 
7a: Ambr. 


lib. 8. 
- Kimchi ) 
Abcn-ezra, 
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lent things *, P/al. 42.2. My ſoul thirſft- 
eth for God, for the living God, The 
Rabbins note here, that David faith 
not, 24y ſoul hungreth , but #hirſteth +; 
becauſe naturally we are more 1mpa- 
tient of thirſt than hunger. See 1n what 
a rapid violent motion Davids atteCtions 
were carried after God. The affeQions 


are like the wings of the bird, which 


make the ſoul ſwift 1n its flight after 
glory: where the affeGions are ſtirred 


up, there 1s offering violence to Hea-| 


Ven, 


endeavour, when we ſtrive tor ſalvation 
as about a matter of life and death. 'Tis 
ealie to talk of Heaven, but not to get 
to Heaven 3 we mult operam navare, put 
forth all our ſtrength 3 nay, call 1n che 
help of Heaven to this work. 

4. The fourth thing is, how many 
waies a Chriſtian muſt ofter violense 3 
four wales. 


1. To Himſelf. 
He muſt offer )2. To the World. 
violence 3. To Satan. 
4. To Heaven 


3. This violence implies ſtrength of | 
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'1. He muſt offer violence to Him- 
ſelf. This ſelt-violence conſiſts in two 
things. 

1. Mortlification of fin. 
2. Provocation to duty, 

1. Offering violence to ones ſelf in a 

ſpiritual ſenſe, confilts in wortification 


of ſim + Self 18 the fleſh, this we mult of- 


ter violence to. * Hrerom, Chryſoſtom, 


Theophila# do all expound taking Hea- p.yir, i 


ven by force, the mortifying the jleſh : 
the ficſh 1s a boſotn-traitor , it is ike 


| the Trgjan Horſe within the walls which Brugenſ. 


doth all the miſchief. The fleſh 1s a fl 

enemy ; at firſt it is dulce venenum, of 
terwards ſcorpio pungens , it kills by em- 
bracing, The embraces of the fleſh are 
hike the Ivy embracing the Oak, which 
ſucks out the ſtrength of it for its 
own leaves and berries : So the fleth 
by its foft embraces, ſucks out all heart 
for good, Gal. 5.17. The flelh luſteth 
againſt the ſpirit. The pampering of 
the fleſh, 1s the quenching of Gods Sp1- 
rit, The fleſh choaks and ſtifles holy 
motions : the fleſh fides with Satan, and 
1s true to his intereſt. There's a party 
within that will not pray, that will not 
belteve. The fleſh 1acliges us more to 
' C beheve. 
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believe a temptation than a 'promiſe. 


There needs no wind to blow to fin, 


when this tide within 1s ſo ſtrong to 
carry us thither. The fleſh being fo 
near to us, its counſels are more at- 
traftive : no chain of Adamant binds ſo 
faſt as the chain of luſti Atexander, 
who was Vi&or mundi, Conquerour of 
the world, was captiv#s vitiorum, led 
captive by vice. Now a man muſt of- 
fer violence to his fleſbly deſires, if he 


will be ſaved, Col. 3.5. Mortifie there-| 
ore your members which} 


* Mombra Tirrena vocat Apoſto- are upon the earth, * The 
tus affefius pravos, hi mim ſunt nd d kill 
quaſi mmbra veters hominu.Lap. mortirying an 1Ng 


ſin at the root, 1s when 


Felix we not only forbear the 4&s of ſin, but 
mi 44 hate the ix-being. Plurimi peccata radunt 


vitam nou 

exert. jd non eradicant. Bern. 

mo Nay, where fin hath received its} 

3 melous, - Eo 

deadly wound, and is in part abated, 

yet the work of mortification is not 
to be laid aſide *. The}: 


* Carnis deſrderia not uno itfth A oftle erſwa des the ; 
J 41 ſerfim reſecanda ſunt. Corn. P P ; 


Lap, 


believing Komans to #0r- | 


tifie the deeds of the fleſh, | 
Rom. $. 13. in thebeſt of Saints there | 


Ir 


pride, envy, paſlion; therefore mar- | 


1s ſomerhing needs mortifying ; much 


titication 


FP—"©a 3a mM.yu. » PW©pZAX, A ma ct a 
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tification 1s called crucifixion, Gal.5.24. 

which 1s not done ſuddenly : every day 

ſome limb of the body of death muſt 

drop oft *. Nothing harder than a Rock * 7 9us- 
(ſaith Cyril) yet 1n the clefts thereof —— 
ſome weed or other will faſten its 5;, is :a:- 
roots: None ſtronger than a Believer , *” tis: 
yet do what he can, fin will faſten its 47%. 
roots in him, and ſpring out ſometimes | 
by inordinate defires. There is ſome-. 


thing needs — Hence 1t was Mtapbore 


| St. Paul did #nomidgew, beat down his body, * 0&0 


ſumpta. 


| by Ty ch Cor,9. 27. Chemnit. 


But, is it not ſaid, Epheſ. 5, 29. No Queſt. 
man ever hated his own fleſh 2 ; 
As fleſh is taken Phyſica/y for the bo- Rep, 
dily compages or conſtitution , fo it is 
to be cheriſhed ; but as fleſh is taken 
Theologically for the impure luſtings of 


' thefleſh; ſo a man mult hate his own 
| fleſh. The Apoſtle faith, Fleſhly luſts 
| war againſt the ſoul, x Pet, 2, 11, If the 
! \fleſb doth war againſt us, good reaſon 


| we ſhould war againſt the fleſh. 


How may one do to offer violence #6 Quelt, 


| himſelf in mortifying the fleſh 2 


1. Withdraw the fuel that may make 41ſ®- 


 Iuſtburn *. Avoid all temptations. Take * 244#ts 


lbtao at- 
Iiir, vino accenditur. - Ambroſe, lib. x. de parnit, 
C1 heed 
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heed of that which doth nouriſh fin. 
He that would ſuppreſs the Gout or 
Stone, avoids thoſe meats which are | 
noxious. They who pray they may 
not beled into temptation, muſt not | 
lead therlelve: 1nto temptation. 
2, Fight againſt, ;:cihly Juſts with 
ſpiritue! weapons + koith and prayer. 
T he bit way twwe..ubate with po 4 
on our knees. Run to the promiſe, 
$, Kit Rog, &, 14. Sin ſhal/ not have dominion 
_ over your or as the Greek werd 1s, it | 
'  Jhajl not Lord it. Beg ſtrength of | 
* zl Chriſt, Phil. 9. 13. * Sampſon's (irength 
56 25. Jay In his hair, ours lies in our Head 
© Chriſt. This is one way of offering | 
violence to ones (elf by mortification. 
This is a myſterie to the major part of 
the world, who do rather gratifie the 
fleſh than mortifie 1t. 

2. 2. The ſecond thing wherein offer- 
10g violence to a mans (elf conſiſts, is, 
in provocation to duty, Then we offer 
holy violence to our ſelves, when we 
excite and provoke our ſelves to that * 
which 1s good. This is called 1 Scri- 
pture, a ſtirring up our ſelves to take bold || \* 


” WWnND « * /*» w | | 
Ou + ip of Goa, Iſa, 64.7. *. Conlider [ 
fm exſuſcitet ſwnmo animi conatus Forerius: 
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\ 1. What ab{olute need there 1s to 
ſtir up our ſelves to holy duties. 

In reſpect of the ſluggiſhneſs of our 
hearts to that which is ſpiritual; blunt 


needs ſpurs. Our hearts are dull and 
heavy in the things of Ged, therefore 


we had need ſpur themon, and provoke ' 


them to that which is good. Thefleſh 
hinders from duty : when we would 


pray, the fleſh reliits z when we ſhould 


| ſuffer, the fleſh draws back. How hard 
| 1s it ſometimes to get leave of our 
| hearts to ſeek God ? Jeſus Chriſt went 


more willingly to the Croſs, than we do 


| to the Throne of Grace. Had not we 


oo nm————— 


need then provoke our ſelves to duty ? 
IF our hearts are ſo unſtrung in Reli- 
gion, we had need prepare and put 
them in tune. 

T he exerciles of Gods Worſhip are 
contrary to nature; therefore there 
muſt be a provoking of our ſelves to 
them. The motion of the ſoul to ſin 
is zatural, but its motion towards Hea- 


| ven is violent, The ſtone moves ealily 


to the Center; it hath an innate pro- 
penſeneſs downward; but to draw up 
a Milſtone into the Air, is done by 

C3 violence, 


2, 


* Ft [un- 
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violence, becauſe it is againſt nature : 


ſo to lift up the heart to Heaven 1n du- 
ty, 1s done by violence, and we mult | 


provoke our ſelves to it. 

2. What it is to provoke our ſelyes 
to duty. 

7. It is to awaken our ſelves, and 
ſhake off ſpiritual ſloth. Holy David 
awakens his tongue and heart when he 
went about Gods ſervice, Pſal. 57. 9. 
Awake up my elory, I my ſelf will awaken 
early *+ He found aſomnolency and dul- 
neſs in his ſoul, therefore did provoke 
himſelf to duty. 7 my ſelf will awake 
early. Chriſtians, though they are raiſed 
from the death of ſin, yet often they 
fall aſleep. 

2, Provoking our (elves to duty im- 
plies an uniting, and rallying together 
all the powers of our ſeu], and ſet- 
ing them on work in the exerciſes of 


. Religion. A man faith to his thoughts, 


Be you fixed on Godin this duty 3 and 
to his affeftions, Do you ſerve the 
Lord without diſtraJion, Matters of 
Religion are done with 1ntenſeneſs of 
Spirit”. 


' 3, The third thing is to ſhew the ſe- | 


veral duties of Chriſtianity, wherein 
we 
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we muſt proyoke and offer violence 
' to our ſelves : I ſhall name ſeven. 
| TI. We muſt provoke our ſelves to 
| reading of the Word, What an infinite 
mercy 1s it that God hath honoured us 
| with the Scriptures! The barbarous I»- 
| dians have not the Oracles of God made 
known to them : they have the golder 
Mines, but not the Scriptures, which 
| are more to be defired than amch fire 
gold, Pſal. 19. 10.\ Our Saviour bids us 
ſearch the Scriptures, Joh. 5. 39. We 
muſt not read theſe holy lines carele(- 
ly *, as if they did not concern us, or 
run themover haſtily ; as 1ſrael ate the 
Paſſeover 7x haſte, but peruſe them with 
reverence and ſeriouſneſs. The noble 
* | Bereans did ſearch the Scriptures daily, 
* * Ads 17, 11, The Scripture is the Paz- 
de of divine Knowledge 3 it is the rule 
and touchſtone of truth *; out of this 
 F well we draw the water of life, To pro- 
| | voketo adiligent reading ofthe Word, 
* | labour to have a right notion of Scri- 
|} pture- 
' | Read the Word as a book made by 
* God himſelf. It is $*9w5@> given by 
! divine inſpiration, 2 Tim. 3.16. It 
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Prophets and Apoſtles were but 6:3 
22474 Gods amanuenſes or notaries to 


| write the Law at his mouth, The word 
= Is of divine original *, and reveals the | 
ſprafcea deep things of God to us. That there is a 
mbois f- rumen or deity is ingraven 1n mans | 
yo = heart, and is to be read in the Book of | 
ra of, illa the creatures i 
antom per fi 
conſenſum ad team que oft regula &r menſura omnis weritatis veue= | 
late. Riv. ; 

| 

—quelibet herba Deun { 

| 

But who this God is, and the Trinity of | 

Perlons in the Godhead, is infinitely \ 

above the light of reaſon, only God | 

himſelf could make this known. So for 

the Incarnationot Chriſt, God and man #® 
hypoſtatically united in one perſon 3 the |} 

my\itery of imputed Righteouinels 3 the | 
doctrine of Faith : what Angel in Hea- | 

ven, whobut God himſelf could reveal * 

theie things tous? How may thispro- | 

yoke to diligence and ſeriouſneſs. in © 
reading the Word which 1s divinely in- ; 

ſpired. Other Books may be made by | 

holy men, but this Book is indighted by | 

the Holy Ghoſt. .»» 

4, Read the Word as a Perfe& Rule of | 


Faith; 


ERAS 
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Faith ; it contains all things eſſential to 
ſalvation *. 1 adore the fulneſsS of Scri- 


| pture, (aith Tertul/ian. The Word teach- 
{ eth us how to pleaſe God ; how to or- 


der our converlation in the world: it 
inſtructs us in all things that belong ei- 
ther to Prudence or Picty. How ſhould 
we read the Word with care and reve- 
rence, when it contains a perfe&t mo- 
del and platform of Religion; and is 
able to make us wiſe to ſalvation, 2 Tim. 
3. 17. 

When you read the Word, look 


on it asa ſoul-enriching treaſury.Search 


here as for a vein of Silver, Pro, 2. 4. 
In this word are [cattered many divine 
Aphoriſms, gather them up as ſo many 
Jewels. This bleſſed Book helps to en- 
rich you 3 it fills your head with know- 
ledge, and your heart with grace : it 
ſtores you with Promiſes : a man may be 


rich in bonds. In this field the Pearl of 


Price 1s hid : what are all the worlds 
riches to theſe > Iflands of Spices, 
Coaſts of Pearl, Rocks of Diamonds ? 


25 


* 4078 


plentudi- 


aem $crt- 


pture, Ter 


tull. 
Pla. Ig: 78 


Theſe are but the riches that Repro- * 


bates may have, but the Word gives us 
thoſe riches which Angels have. 
Read the Word as a Book of Evi- 
| dences. 


Heaven taken by Storm. 


dences. How carefully doth one read 
over his Evidences 2 Would you know 
whether God be your God ? ſearch the 
Records of Scripture, I Joh. 3. 24. Here- 
by we know he abides in us by his Spirit 
he hath given ws, Would you know 
whether you are heirs of the Promiſe 2 
you muſt find it in thefe ſacred Writ- 
ings, 2 Theſ. 2. 1% He hath choſen ws to 
ſalvation through ſan@ification. They 
whoare vellels of grace, ſhall be vel- 
{els of glory. 

Look upon the Word as a ſpiritual 
Magazine, out of which you fetch all 
your weapons to fight againſt ſin and 
Satan. IT. Here are weapons to fight 
againſt ſws., The Word of God is a con- 
ſecrated ſword, that cuts alunder the 
lIuſts of the heart. When Pride begins 
to lift upit ſelf, the Sword of the Spirit 
deſtroies this ſin, 1 Pet. 5. 5. God reſiſts 
the proud, When Paſſion vents it lelf, 
the Word of God, like Hercules club, 
beats down this angry fury, Eccleſ. 5.9, 
Anger reſts in the boſom of fools. When 
Lult boils, the Word of God cools that 
intemperate heat, Ephe/. 5.5. No unclean 
perſon hath any inheritance in the Kimg- 
dom of Chriſt. 2. Here are weapons to 


fight 
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fight againſt Satan. The Word fenceth 

off temptation. When the Devil tempt- 

ed Chriſt, he three times 

wounded the old Serpent F/s d* Sripturis Diabols [c- 
with the Sword of the = a For- 
Spirit. 'Tis written, Mat. 

4. 7. Satan never ſooner foils a Chri- 


 ſtian, than when he 1s unarmed, and 


without Scripture-weapons, 

Look upon the Word as a ſpiritual 6, 
Glaſs to dreſs your ſelves by: It is a 
Looking-glaſs for the blind, Pſa. 19.8. * * Splnders 
In other glaſſes you may ſee your faces; /* '*4* 
in this glaſs you may ſee your hearts, az. 
Pſal. 119. 104. Through thy Precepts I Rivet. 
get underſianding. This Looking-glaſs 
of the Word clearly repreſents Chriſt : 
it ſets him forth in his perſon, nature, 


offices, as moſt precious and eligible, 


| _ 16. He is altogether lovely; he is a 3>& in 


wonder of beauty, a Paradiſe of delight. *#*: 
Chriſt who was vailed over in types, is 
clearly revealed 1a the Glafs of the 
SCriptures. 

Look upon the Word as @ Book of 
ſpiritual Receipts. ''B4/7 compates the , _*_ 
Word to an Apothecaries ſhop, which. av5s aa 
hath all kind of Medicines'and Atiti- > fi 
dotes*. If you find your {clves dead in *,*."" 
duty. 
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duty, here is a Recipe, Pſal. 119. 50. 
Thy Word hath quickned me. If you find 


your hearts hard, the Word doth li- '}' 


quitie and melt them; therefore is 
compared to fire for its mollitying 


power, Jer. 23. 29, If you are poiſon- | 


edwith 1in, here 1s an herb toexpel it. 

2 Look upon the Word as a fove- 

| raign Elixar to comfort you in diſtreſs 
it comforts you againſt all your fins, 
temptations and aftlictions. What are 
the Promiſes, but divine Cordials to re- 

*xaJzg- vive fainting ſouls. A gracious heart 

aeEiay, goes feeding on a Promiſe as Sampſore 

&7TiJv. On the Huny-comb, Jude. 14.9. The 

7& % Word comforts againſt ſickneſs and 

a5 16s death, 1 Cor. 15. 55. O death, where is 

nativ. thy ſting © A Chriſtian dies embracing 
the Promile, as S$7zzcondid Chriſt, Heb. 
Il. 16. 

9, Read the Word as the laſt Will and 
Teſtament of Chriſt. Here are many 
Legaciesgiven to them that love him ; 

ardon of ſin, adoption, conſolation ; 
this Will is in force being ſealed in 
Chriſts blood. With what ſeriouſneſs 
doth a Child read over the Will and 
Teſtament of his Father, that he may 


ſce what is left him, 


Read F 
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| Read it as a Book by which you muſt 


|, be judged, John 12.48. The Word I have 
| ſpoken, ſhall judge him at the laſt day. 


They who live according to the Rules 
of this Book, ſhall be acquitted ;z they 
who live contrary to them, ſhall be con- 
demned. There are two Books God 
will go by, the Bouk of Confcience,and 
the Book of Scripture : the one ſhall be 
the Witneſs, and the other the Judge. 
How ſhould every Chriſtian then pro- 
voke himſelf to read this Book of God 
with care and devotion! This 1s that 
Book which God will proceed by at the 
laſt. They who fly from the Ward. as 
a Guide, ſhall be forced to ſubmit to 1t 
as a Judge. 

2. The ſecond duty of Religion 


wherein we mult provoke our ſelves, is, - 
 1n Hearing of the Word, We may bring 


our bodies tothe Word with eaſe, but 
not our hearts without offering violence 
to our {clves. When we come to the 
Word Preached, we come about a bu- 
ſineſs of the higheſt importance, there- 
fore {tould ſtir up our ſelves and hear 
with thegreateſt devotion. Conſtantine 
the Emperour was noted for his reve- 
rend attention to the Word,Lk, 19.48. 


All 


.. 
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All the people were attentive to hear him” 


In the Greek it 1s, they | 


ore jus, tarquam (97 17" the Wordis diſpenſed, we | 


$45 pre aviditates Brug. 


2, 


everlaſting doors of our hearts, that 
the King of glory may enter 1n. 

How far are they from offering vio- 
lence to themſelves in hearing, who 
ſcarce mind what 1s ſaid, as if they 
were not at all concerned in the buſi- 
neſs: they come to Church more for 
enſtom than conſcience, Fzek. 33. 31. 
They come to thee as the people cometh, and 
they (it before thee as my people, and hear 
thy words, but they will not do them. If we 
could tell them of a rich purchaſe, or of 
ſomeplace of preferment, they would 
diligently attend ; but whenthe Word 
of Life 1s Preached, they diſregard it. 

2. How far are they from offering 
violence to themſelves in hearing, who 


come to the Word in a dull, drowhie | 


manner, as if they came to Church to 
take a Receipt to make them {leep. The 
Word is to teed ; it is ſtrange to fleep 
at meat. The Word judgeth men z it is 
ſtrange for a priſoner to fall afleep at 
the Bar. To ſuch ſleepy hearers God 
may 


are now to lift up the | 
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may ſay, Sleep on. He may ſuffer them 


! to be ſo ſtupified, that no Ordinance 
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| ſhall awaken them, Mat. 13. 25. While 
| men ſlept, the enemy came and ſowed Tares. 


The Devil 1s never aſleep, but ſows the 


| tares of fin in a drowſie hearer. 


That we may, when we come to the 
Word, ofter violence to our ſelves,and 
ſtirup ourſelves to hear with devotion, 
conſider, 

I. It is God that ſpeaks to us. If a 
Judge give a _— upon the bench, all 


| liſten. If a King ſpeaks, all give atten- 


tion. When we come to the Word, 


we ſhould think thus with our ſelves, 


We are to hear God in this Preacher. 


| Therefore Chriſt is ſaid, Now to ſpeak 


to us fromiHeaven, Heb. 12.25. Chriſt 


om 1n his Miniſters, as a King 


eaketh in the perſon of Ins Embaſ- 
adour. When Same! knew it was 
the Lord that ſpake to him, he lent 


* an car, 2 Sam. 3. 5. Speak Lord thy 
| Servant heareth, They who {light 


God ym in his Word, ſhall hear 
him ſpeaking in his wrath, Pſalzz 
2. 5. Then ſhall he ſpeak to them in 
lis wrath. 

2, Let us conſider the weightineſs "a 
tne 
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the matters delivered to 
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Umig Tis phivions Galle Heaven and Earth to Re- 


Chryſoſt, 


cord this day, that T have 


ſet before you life and death. We preach | 


to men of Chriſt, and the eternal re- 
compences; here are the magralia Le- 
gis, the weighty matters of the Law; and 


' doth not all this call for ſerious atten- 


tion? There is a great deal of diffe- 
rence between a Letter of news read to 


us, and a Letter of ſpecial buſineſs, | 


wheret our whole land and eſtate is 
concerned. In the Word preached our 
ſalyation is concerned 3 here we are in- 
ſtrufed to the Kingdom of God, and if 


ever we will be ſerious, i{hould be 


now, Dent. 32, 47. It # n6t a vain thing 
for you, becauſe it is your life. | 
3. If the Word be not regarded, it | 


will not be remembred *. 


* Mortem formidate etcrnam ff k 
wobawvite, 1:6. alimenta juſti- Many complain they can- 


tie it memorie arca nn Tectis, not remember, here 1s the 
_ reaſon , God puniſheth 
their careleſneſs in hearing, with for- 
getfulneſs. He ſuffers Satan to take: 

away the Word from them, Mat. 13. 4. 

The Fowls of the Air came and —_ 

the 
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the ſeed, The Devil is no recuſant, he 


comes to Church, bur it is not for any 
good intent 3 he gets away the Word 
trom men, How many have been rob- 
ed of the Sermon and their ſouls both 


| at once. . = 
4. It may be the laſt time that ever: 
God will ſpeak to us in his Word: it ” 


may be the laſt Sermon that ever we 


ſhall -hear 3' and we may po from the 


place of hearing, to the place of judge- 
ing. Did people think thus when they 


| come into the Houſe of God, perhaps 


this will be the laſt time that God wall 
counlel us about our ſouls; the laſt time 
that ever we ſhall ſce our Miniſter's 
face, with what devotion would they 
come !* how would their affetions be 
all on fire in hearing! We give great 
attention tothe laſt ſpeeches of friends, 


| A Pareats dying words are received as 
| Oracles. OKNlet all this provoke us to 


diligence 1n hearing : let us think, this 
may be the laſt time that Aarors BeZ 
ſhall ſound in our ears, and before ano- 
ther day, we ſhall be in another 
world. | 


The third Duty wherein we are to 3. Duty. 


offer violence to our (elves.isin Prayer. 
D Prayer 
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Prayer 1s aduty whick keeps the trade 
of Religion agoing. When we either 
joyn in prayer with others, or pray 
alone, we muſt uſe holy violence; not 
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——_ ries it. * Theodorws ſpeaking of Luther, 


ds, c, Once ( ſaith he) I over-heard him 
Proſper- "j3n prayer, but, (good God) with what 


of the heart 
1. ToPrayer. 


2. In Prayer. 


hin:. This preparing our heart is by 


Muſitian firſt tunes his Ioſtrument be- 
fore he playes. 


heart i» Prayer. Prayer is a lifting up 


* Fl:vatio 


Dwn. Cannot be done aright without offering 
violence toones ſe]t, The names given 
a to prayer import violence. It is cajled 


wreſtt; "gp. 


eloquencein prayer but violence car- | 


life and ſpirit did he pray! It was | 
with ſo much Reverence as if he were | 
ſpeakivg to God, yet with ſo much con- | 
' Page if he had been ſpeaking to his | 
friend. There muſt be a ſtirring up 


1. A {tirring up of the heart to 
Prayer, Job 11. 13. If thou prepare thine 
heart, and flretch out thine hands towards | 


holy thoughts and ejaculations. The | 


2. There muſt be a ſtirring up of the [ 


wc 4 Of the mind and foul to God *, which | 
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, wreſiling *, Gen. 32. 24. andpouring out * IN? 


the ſoul, 1 Sam. 1.15. both which im- 


ply vehemency. The affe&tion is requir- 


ed as well as the invention. The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of an effe@nal fervent prayer, ſins 
which is a parallel phraſe to offering ,,7? 
violence, 

Alas, how far are they from offering 
violence to themſelvesin prayer, 1.That 


give God a dead heartleſs TX *. God * Tiwine 


would not have the blind offered, Mal. — 
1.8, As good offer the blind as the dead, Luth, 
Some are half aſleep when they pray 3 

and will a (leepy prayer ever awaken 

God *? Such as mind not their own *pr1,4. 
prayers, how do they think that God =. 
thould mind them? Thoſe prayers God 

likes beſt which come ſeething hot from 

the heart. 

2. How far are they from offering 
violence, that give God diſtraFed 
prayer? while they are praying, they 
are thinking of their ſhop and trade *, * 4 
How can he ſhoot right whole eye is 114,55 
quite off the mark ? Ezek. 33. 5 1. Their : 10: -6- 
beart goes after their covetouſneſf. Many *' wy wm 
are calting up their accounts 1n prayer, 
as Hierom once complained of himſelf. 
How cav God be pleaſed with this? 
D 2 Will 
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Willa King endure that while his ſub- 
ject is delivering a petition, and ſpeak- 
ing tohim, he ould be playing witha 
feather? When we ſend our hearts on 
an errand to Heaven, how often do 
they loiter and play by the way? This 
15 matter of bluſhing ; that we may of- 
fer violence to our ſelves, and by fer- 
vency feather the wing of prayer : let 
theſe things be duly weighed. 

The Majeſty of God with whom we 
have todo. He ſees how it 1s with ns 
in prayer, whether we are deeply af- 
fected with thoſe things we pray for. 
The King came in to ſce the gueſts, Mat, 


. 22. 11. So when we go to pray, the 


King of glory comes in to ſee in what 
frame we are : he hath a window which 


looks into our breaſts, and if hee ſees 


a dead heart, he may turn a deaf ear. 
Nothing will ſooner make Guds anger 
wax hot than a cold prayer. 

Prayer without fervency and vio- 
lence, 1s no prayer; It is ſpeaking, not 
praying. Livelets prayer 1s no more 
prayer, than the picture of a man is a 
man. To fay a prayer is not to pray, 
Aſchanize taught his Parrot the Lords 
Prayer. St, Ambroſe faith well, 1t #s 

| the 
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operi nome 


 bizeth it, and gives it aname. *'T1s the ina. 


violence and wreſtling of the affeQions Ambrol. 
that make it a prayer, elſe it is no 
prayer. But a man may ſay as Pharaoh, 

Thave dreamed a dream, Gen. 41.15. 

3. The zeal and violence of the af- 
fetions in prayer beſt ſuits with Gods 
nature. He is a Spirit, Johng. 24.and 
ſure that prayer which is full of life and 
ſpirit, is the ſavoury meat he loves, 1 Pet. 
acceptable to God *. Spiri- | © Pra An gen, 
NT _ — - mos z neſt —_ w Deum 

uty, 1s like the ſpirits of #7 974tio que ſuccerſa vor furrit ; 
n+ which are Ss more [og — 
refined part of the wine. 
Badily exerciſe profits nothing. *Tis not 
the ſtretching of the lungs, but the ve- 
hemency of the defire makes mufick in * Babef: 5; 
Gods ears *. ” _ 

4. Confider the need we have of 

thoſe things which we aſk in prayer. 

We come to atk the favour of God; 

and if we have nor his love, all that we 

enjoy 1s curſed to us. We pray that 

our ſouls may be waſhed in Chriſts 

blood 3 and if he waſh us not, we have 

20 part in him*. Theſe are ſuch mer- «,,,., 
D 3 cies, 
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cies, that if God deny us, we are for 
ever undone. Therefore what violence 
had we need put forth in prayer ? when 
will a man be earneſt, if not when he is 
beggiog for his life ? 

5. Let it provoke violence in 
prayer to conſider thoſe things which 


we ask, God hath a mind to grant. If 


a Son atk nothing but what his Father 
1s willing to bettow, he may be the 
more earneſt in his ſuit. We go to 
God for pardon of fin, and no work 
more pleating $o him than to ſeal par- 
dons. Mercy is bs delight, Micah 7. 18, 
We pray to God for an holy heart, and 
this prayer 1s according to his will, 
i Thef. 4.3. This is the will of God, your 


ſenftification. We pray that God woyld + 


give us an heart to love him. How plea- 


ting muſt this requeſt needs be toGod! | 


This, if any thing may excite prayer, 
and carry it in afiery Chariot up to Hea- 
ven, When we know we pray for no- 
thing but what God is more willing to 
grant than we are to alk. 


6, Namercy can be beſtowed on us / 


but in a way of prayer. Mercy is pur- 


chaſed by Chriſts blood, but it is con- 


veyed by prayer. All the promiſes are | 


bonds 
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| bonds wade over to us, but prayer puts 
z theſe bonds inſuit. The Lord had told 
Iſrael with what rich mercy he would 
beſpangle them 3 he would bring them 
to their native Country, and bring 
them thither with zew hearts, Ezek. 36. 
Yet this Tree of the Promiſe would not 
+ dropits fruit, tillſhaken with the hand 
* of prayer, verſ. 37. For all this will 1 
yet be enquired. The breaſt of Gods 
* mercy 1s full, but prayer muſt draw 
* the breaſt. Surely, if all other waies 
are blocked up, there's no good to be 
done without prayer ; how ſhould we 
ply this oar, and by an holy violence 
ſtir up our ſelves to take hold of 
; God. 
' 7. 'Tis only violence and intenſeneſs 
of ſpirit in prayer hath the promiſe of 
| mercy affixed to it, Mat. 7.7. Knock, 
| and it ſhall be opened. Knocking is a vio- 
lent motion. The Adiles among the 
| Romans had their doors alwaies (tand- 
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open, and fetcheth in whatever mercies 

we ſtand in need of. 
- 8, The large returns God hath given 
to violent prayer *. This 
cnet Pe ares, © Dove ſent to Heaven, 
titt accepit.. 4: be hath often brought an 
Olive-leave in its mouth, 
Pſal. 24. 6. This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard him. Crying prayer pre- 
Ws; vails*. Daniel in the. Der 

Oratio pure ralns proftrans : 

warue non redibit. Aug. mm PT ayed and prevailed. 
Serm. Prayer did ſhut the Lions 
: , ' mouth, and open the 
(ole rnd, Pom W9t- Lions Den *. Fervent 
Terrull, Apols rayer (ſaith one) hath a 
| kind of Omnipotency in 
it. SoZomer (aith of Apolloniws.that he ne- 
ver afked any thing of God 1n all his 
life that he obtained not. Sleidarn re- 
Joh. Sleid. ports of Lather, that perceiving the in- 
comment. tereſt of Religion to be low, he betook 


_— 


himſelf toprayer ; at length riſing off 


his knees, he came out of his Cloſet 
. triumphantly, ſaying to his friends, Yi- 


cimws, Vicimws, We have overcome, We © 


have overcome. At which time it was 
obſerved, there came out a Proclama- 
tion from Charls the _ thag. none 
thould - be further moleſted for the 

Profel- 
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| Profeſtion of the Goſpel. How may 


this encourage us, and make us hoiſe up 


_ theſails of prayer, when others of the 


Saints have had ſuch good returns from 
the holy Land. 

T hat we may put forth this bleſſed vi- 
olence in prayer, it is requiſite there be 
a renewed principle of grace. If the 
perſon be graceleſs, no wonder the 
prayer 1s heartleſs. The body while it 
isdead hath no heat in it: while a man 
1s dead in (in, he can have no heat in 
duty. 

2. That we may be the more vio- 
lent 1n prayer, it 1s good to pray with a 
ſenſe of our wants. A Begper that is 
pinched with want, will be earneſt in 
craving an alms. Chriſtian, review 
thy wants; thou wanteſt an humble 
ſpiritual frame of heart; thou wanteſt 
thelight of Gods countenance; the ſenſe 
of want will quicken prayer. That man 
can never pray fervently, thatdoth not 
pray feelingly. How earneſt was Samp- 


ſon for water, when he was ready to 


die, Judg. 15. 18. Tdie for thirſt. 
3. If we would be violent in prayer, 
let us, beg >violent wind. The Spirit 


of God is reſembled to a mighty ruſhing 
wind, 
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* AG hr der T% mrwues wind *, AFS 2.2, Then 
= —— Ke Chr, WE are violent, when 
vaads * . Jo . | . 

,» 8 this bleſſed wind fills our 


de prec. 


4, Duty. 


* Bern. 1n 


Cant. | 
* Periand. 


ſails , Jude v. 20. Praying 
in the Holy Ghoſt. It any fire be in our 
Sacrifice, it comes down from Heaven. 

The fourth Duty wherein we muſt 
ofier violence to our ſelves, is Medita- 
tion ; a duty wherein the very heart and 
life-bload of Religion lies. St Bernard 
calls meditation anime viaticum, a bait 
by the way *. And another faith , 
winiry 78 #ar*. Meditation may be thus 
deſcribed; it is an holy exerciſe of 
the mind, whereby we bring the truths 
of God to remembrance, and do leri- 
oully ponder upon them, and apply 
them to our (elves. In Meditation there 
are two things. 

I. A Chriſtians retiring of himſelf, a 
locking himſelf up from the world. Me- 
ditation is a work which cannot be 
done 1na croud. 

2. Itisaſcrious thinking on God. It 
1s not a few tranſient thoughts that are 
quickly gone, but a fixing and ſtaying 
the mind upon heavenly objects : This 
cannot be done without exciting all 
the powers of our ſouls, and offering 
violence to our ſelves. We 
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We are the more to provoke our 
{clves to this duty, becauſe 

1. Meditationis fo croſs to fleſhand 
blood. Naturally we ſhun holy medi- 
tation. To meditate on worldly ſecu- 
lar things, if it were all day, we can do 
it without any diverſion * : But to have 
our thoughts fixed on God, how hard 
do we findit ? how do our hearts quar- 
rel with this duty 2 what pleas and ex- 
cuſes have we to ſhift it off > The na- 
tural averſeneſs from this duty ſhews, 
we are to offer violence to our ſelves 
in It. 

2, Satan doth what he can to hinder 
this duty. He is an enemy to medita- 
tion. The Devil cares not how much we 
hear, nor how little we meditate. Hear- 
ing begets knowledge, but meditation 
begets devotion. Meditation doth bal- 
Jaff the heart, and make it ſerious ; and 
Satan labours to keep the heart from 
being ſerious. What need therefore is 
there of oftcring violence to our ſelves 
in this duty ? But me-thinks I hear ſome 
ſay, when they fit alone they know not 
what to meditate of; I ſhall therefore 


furniſh them with matter of medita- 


t10Nn-. 


:. Meditate 
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1, Meditate ſeriouſly upon the cor- 
ruption-of your nature. We have loſt 
that pure quinteſſential frame of foul 


that once we had. There is a Sea of 


{in1nus. Our nature is a ſource and ſe- 
minary of all evil * : like 


* 0 quam multas feras in hominis , . 
eordegtanquam it abditifiima jylva Teter s ſheet . wherein 
latit antes detigas ? Mornzus, were wild beaſts and creep- 


2, 


ing things, AGs 10. 12. 
This fin cleaves to us as a leprofie. This 
original pollution makes us guilty be- 


fore the Lord ; and though we ſhould 


never commit actual fin, this merits 
Hell. The meditation of this would be 


a means topull down our pride. Nay, 


even thoſe that have _-_ have cauſe 
to walk humbly,becauſe they have more 
corruption In them than grace: their 
dark ſ1de is broader than their light. 


2, Meditate ſeriouſly upon the death - 


and paſſion of Chriſt *. 


* Foderunt latns Chriſti, = &* x3; © ho 
has rimas licet mibi ſugere His foul was over-caſt 


__ p2tra, Bern. in Cant. With a cloud of ſorrow 


ſheep, what have they done e 2 Sam.24.17. 


when he was conflicting 
with his Fathers wrath; andall this we 
ſhould have ſuffered, 7. 53. 5. He 
was wounded for our tranſereſſions. As 
David aid, Lo TI have ſinned, but theſe 
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So we have ſinned, but this Lamb of 


*God, what had he done? 


I. The ſerious meditation of this 
would produce Repentance. How could 
we look upon him whom we have pierced, 
and not mourn over him? When we 
conſider how dear our fins coſt Chriſt ; 
how ſhould we ſhed the blood of our 
fins which ſhed Chriſt's blood ? 

2, The meditation of Chriſt's death 
would fire our hearts with love to 
Chriſt. What friend ſhall we love, if 
not him whodied for us? His love to 
us made him cruel to himſelf. As Ae- 
becca (aid to Jacob, Gen. 27.13. Upon 
me, wpon we be the curſe, Soſaid Chriſt, 
Upon me be the curſe, that poor ſinners 
may inherit the bleſſiag. 

3- Meditate on your Evidences for 
Heaven. What have you to ſhew for 
Heaven, it you ſhould die this night ? 
I. Was your heart ever thorowly con- 
vinced of &n ? Did you ever fee your 
ſelf loſt without Chriſt > Conviction 
15 the firſt ſtep to converſion, Joh.8.16. 
2. Hath God ever made you willing to 
take Chriſt upon his own terms, Zach, 
6.13. Heſhall be a Prieſt upon is Throxe, 
Are yvu as willing that Chriit ſhould 

be 
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be upon the Throne of your heart to 
rule, as a Prieſt at the Altar to inter- 
cede, Are you willing to renounce 
thoſe fins to which the biaſs of your 
heart doth naturally incline> Can you 
ſet thoſe ſins as Uriah in the forefront 
of the battel to be (lain? Are you wil- 
ing to take Chriſt for better for worſe; 
to take him with his Croſs, and to 
avouch Chriſt in the worſt of times. | * 
3. Have you the indwelling-preſence ' 
of the Spirit? If you have, what hath 
Gods Spirit done in you? Hath it made 
you of another ſpirit £ meek, mercifu], 
humble? ls it a transforming Spirit ? 
Hathit left the impreſs of its own ho- | 
lineſs upon you? Theſe are good evi- | 
dences tor Heaven. By theſe, as by aj 
ſpiritual touch-ſtone, you may know 
whether you have grace or no. Beware 
of falſe Evidences. None are further 
from having the trze Pearl, than they ' 
that content themſelves with the coun- | 
terfeit. ; 

4. Meditate upon the uncertainty of ; M 
all ſublunary comforts. Creature-de-* ft. 
lights have heir flux, and reflux. How 4 4 
ott doth the Sun of worldly pomp and j <4 
grandure go dawn at noon. Xerxcs was | '« 
torced 
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forced to fly away in a ſmall veſlel,who 
but a little before wanted Sea-room for 
his Navy. We ſay every thing 1s mu- 
table ; but who meditatesupon it ? T he 

. world is reſembled to a Sea of glaſ 
mingled with fire, Rev. 15. 2. Glals 1s 

_ flippery, it hath no ſure footing : and 
Glafs mingled with fire is ſubje& tocon- 
ſume. All creatures are fluid and un- 
certain, and cannot be made to fix. 

| What is become of the glory of Athens, 

the pomp of Troy? 1 Jobr 2.17. The 

world paſſeth * away : It {lides away as * ture 

a ſhip 1n full ſail. How quickly doth Ei * 

the Scene alter? and a low ebb ſucceed ** 

. | anhightide? There's no truſting to any 
| thing. Health may be turned to hicknels; 

| friends may die ; riches may take wings. 

We are ever upon the Tropicks. The 

ſerious meditationof this, would 1.Keep 

us from being (o deceived by the world. 

We are ready to ſet upour reſt here, 

| f 69h 49.11. Their inward thought is 

: that their houſes ſhall continue for ever. 


jF} We are apt to think that our Aountair 

_ ſtands ſtrong. We .dream of an earthly 

wh Eternity. Alas, did we meditate how ; ea. 
at caſual and uncertain theſe things are *, »44% 


we ſhould not be ſo often deluded. Have ena 
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not we ſeen great diſappointments, and 
where we have thought to ſuck hony, 
there we have drunk wormwood ? 

2, The Meditation of the uncer- 
tainty of all things under the Sun, |. 
would much moderate our affeCtions | 
to them. Why ſhould we fo eagerly | - 
purſue an uncertainty? Many take | 
Care to pet a great eſtate; It 1s un- | / 
certain whether they ſhall keep it. The | * 
fire may break in where the thief can- | 
not : or if they do keep it, it is a que- | | 
ſtion whether they ſhall have the com- | |! 
fort of it, They lay up for a child, | f 
that child may dic; or if he live, he | / 
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may prove a burden. This ſeriouſly 
meditated an, would cure the dropfic 
of coveteouſnels ; and make us fit looſe 
to that which hangs ſo looſe, and is rea- 
dy to drop off trom us. 

3. The meditation of this uncertain- | * 
ty would make us look after a cercain-| 
ty; That is, the getting of grace, This | ? 
holy anointing abides, 1 John 2. 27. WW 
Grace is a flower of Eternity. —Nom fer- | og 
izr ad umbras inclyta wirtws- , It 
Death doth not deitroy grace, but *} 1 
tranſplant it, and makeit grow 1na bet- þ tc 
ter ſoil. Re that hath true holineſs. can } # 
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'no more loſe it than the Angels can 


which are fixed Stars 1n glory. 
'5. Meditate of Gods [everity againft 
ſin. Every Arrow in Gods quiver is 


ſhot againſt it *. Sin burned Sodowr, 
drowned the old world. Sin kindles : 


Hell. If when a ſpark of God's wrath 
Hlies into a man's conſcience, it 1s ſo ter- 
rible, whatisit then when God ſtirs xp 
all bis wrath ? Pſal. 7 8, 39. The medi- 


| tation of this would fright us out of our 


ſins. There cannot be ſo much ſweet- 
neſs in ſin,as there is ſting. How dread- 
fall is God's anger! Pſal. go, 11. Who 


| knoweth the power of his wrath 2 All fire 
| compared with the fire of God's wrathis 


painted & imaginary. O that every time 
we meddle with ſin, we would think 
with our ſelves we choſe the bramble, 
and fire will come out of this bramble 
to devour us. 

6. Meditate on eternal life, 1 Joh 
2.25. This is his promiſe, even eternal 


| life. Lifeis (weet, and this word Eter- 


nal makes it ſweeter. This lies 1n the 
immediate viſion and fruition of God. 
T1. This is a ſpiritual life : it is oppoſite 


{ to that animal lhfe which we live now. 


Here we hunger and thirſt ; but there 
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we ſhall hunger no more, Rev. 7. 16, 
There is the marriage-ſupper of the 
Lamb, which will not only ſaffsfie hun- 
ger; but prevent it. That bleſled lifeto 
come doth not conſiſt in ſenſual de- 
lights, meat, and drink,and muſick 3 nor 
in the comfort of Relations z but the 
ſoul will be wholly ſwallowed up in 
God, and acquiſce in him with infinite 


complacency. As when the Sun appears, | 


the Stars vaniſh: So when God ſhall 
appear in his glory,and fill the foul,then 


all earthly ſenfitive delights ſhall vaniſh. } 


2.It is a g/orioxs life. The bodies of the 
Saints ſhall be enameld with glory : 
they ſhall be made like Chriſt's glort- 
ous body, Phil.3.21. And if the Cabinet 


be of ſuch curious needle-work, how | 


rich ſhall the Jewel be that is put into 
it ! how beſpangled with glory ſball the 
ſon] be! Every Saint ſhall wear his 


white Robe, and have his Throne to ſit ? 


upon. Then God will put ſome of his 
own glory upon the Saints, Glory ſhall 
not only be revealed to them, but 
them *, Row. 8. 18. And this life of 


ory ſhall be crowned with eternity 


ten meditate on this. 


3. The 
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I. The meditation of eternal life 

would make us labour for a ſpiritual 

life. The child muſt be born before it 

Is crowned. We muſt be born of the 

Spirit, before we are crowned with 

glory. 

2. The meditation of eternal life 

would comfort us in regard of the ſhort- 

neſs of natural life. Our life we live 

now, flies away as a ſhadow : It is called 

a flower,Pſal.103.15. a vapour, Jam. 4.14. 

Job ſets forth fragil life very elegantly 

in three of the elements, Land, Water, 

Air, Job 9. 25,26. Goto the Land, and 

there man's life is like a ſwift Poſt. Go 

to the Water, there man's life 1s like a 
ſhip under ſail. Look to the Air, and 

rhere man's life 1s like a flying Eagle. 
We are halting t6 the grave. When our 

years do encreaſe, our life doth de- 
creaſe *. Death creeps upon us by de- * Cum wir 

rees. When our ſight grows dim, there — 
death creeps in at the eye. When our $a, 
hearing is bad, there death creeps 1n at | 
the ear. When our legs tremble under | 
us, there is death pulling down the | 
main pillars of the houſe; but eternal | 
life comforts us againſt the ſhortneſs of 
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to no infirmities 3 it knows no period. 
We ſhall be 4s the Azgels of God, capable 
of no mutation or change, Thus you 
have ſeen fix noble ſubjedts for your | 
thoughts toexpatiate upon. | 

But where 1s the meditating Chri- 
ſtian > HereI might lament the want 
of holy meditation. Moſt people live *' 
ina hurry they are ſo diſtrated with | 


the cares of the world, that they can ;| 


find no time to meditate; or ſcarce aſk 
their ſouls how they do. We are not 
like the Saints in former ages. David © 
did meditate in God's Precepts, P/al. 
119. 15. Tſaac walked. in the evening to © 
meditate, Gen. 24.63. He did take a } 
turn with God. What devout medita- 
tions do we read in St. Auſtin and An- | 
ſelm? but it is too much out of date 
among our modern Chriſtians. 


m——Terr as Aſirea reliquit, —— 


Thoſe beaſts under the Law which 
did not chew the cud were unclean.Such |: 
as do not chew the cud by holy medita- 
tion, are to be reckoned among the un- 
clean. But I ſhall rather turmmy lamen- + 
tation into a perſwaſion, entreating Chri- } 
{tiaus | 
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ſtians to offer violence to themſelves in 
this ſo neceſſary duty of meditation. 
Pythagoras ſequeſtred himſelf from all 
ſociety, and livedin a cave for a whole 
year, that he might meditate upon Phi- 
lolophy. How then ſhould we retire 
and lock up our ſelves at leaſt once a 
day, that we may meditate upon glory, 

I. Meditation makes the Word 
preached to profit 3 it works it upon the 


_ coniciences. As the Bee ſucks the flower; 


ſo by meditation we ſuck out the ſweet- 
neſs of a Truth. It is not the receiving 
of meat into the mouth ; but the di- 
gelſting of it, makes it nutritive. So it 


| 1snot the receiving the moſt excellent 


truths in at the ear, that nouriſheth our 
ſouls, but the digeſting them by medi- 


' y, tation. Wine pourediinto a ſieve runs 
{ out. 


Many truths are loſt, becauſe Mi- 
niſters pour this Wine into fieves,either 


{ into leaking memories, or feathery 


minds. Meditation is like a ſoaking 
rain,that goes to the root of a Iree,and 


'. makes 1t bring forth fruit. 


2. Holy meditation quickens the af- 
fe&tions, Pſal. 119. 97, O how love T thy 
Law, it is my meditation all the day. The 
reaſon our affeftions are ſo cold to 
E 3 heavenly 
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heavenly things, is becauſe we do not 
warm them at the fire of holy medita- 


tion, As the muling on amorous ob- 


Jes makes the fire of Juſt burn; the 
muſiog on injuries wakes the fire of re- 
venze burn: ſo meditating on the tran- 
ſcendent beauties of Chriſt, would make 
our love to Chriſt flame forth. 

3. Meditation hath a transforming 
power in it. The hearing of the Word 
may aftect us; but the meditating of it 
doth transform us. Meditation ſtamps 
the impreſſion of divine truths upon 
our hearts. By meditating of God's ho- 
lines, we grow holy. As Jacob's Cat- 
tel by zcooking en the Rods, conceived 
like the Rods: fo while by meditation 


we lcok upon God's purity, we are ' 


changed 4ntc his likeneſs, and are made 
partakers of his divine nature. 

4. Meditation produceth reforma- 
tion, P/al.119.59. 1 thorgit on my waies 
and turned my feet unto thy Teſtimonies. 
Did but pcople meditate on the dam- 
nableneſs of lin 3 did they but think 


when they meddle with it, there is a * 


Rope at the end of it, which will hang 
them eternally in Hell, they would 
break off a courſe of finning, and be- 

come 
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come new creatures. Let all this per- 
{wade to holy meditation. I dare be 
bold to ſay, if men would ſpend but 
one quarter of an hour every day in 


contemplating heavenly objects, it 
would leave a mighty impreſſion upon 
them, and through the bleſſing of God 
might prove the beginning of an happy 
converlion. 

But how ſhall we do to meditate £2 

Get a love to {piritual things. We 
uſually meditate on thoſe things which 
we love. The voluptuous man can muſe 


' on his pleaſures ; the covetous man on 


his bags of gold. Did we loveheaven- 
ly things, we ſhould meditate more on 
them. Many ſay they cannot meditate, 


55 


Queſt, 
Anſw. 


becauſe they want memory 5 but is it--. 


not rather becauſe they want affection $ 
Did they love the things of God, they 
would make them their continual ſtu- 


' dy and meditation. 


5, The fifth Duty whereinwe are to 
offer violence to our ſelves, is ſelf-ex- 
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amination ; a duty of great importance : ' 


It 1s a parlying with ones own heart, 
P/al. 77. 7. T commune with my own 
heart. David did put interrogatories ta 


* himſelf, Self-examination is the ſetting 
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upa Court in conſcience, and keeping 
a regiſter there, that by a ſtrict ſcru- 
tiny a man may know how things ſtand 
between God and his own ſoul. Self- 


examination is a ſpiritual inquiſtions a | 


bringing ones ſelf to trial, A good | 


Chriſtian doth as it were begin the day 
of Judgement here in his own ſoul.Selt- 
ſearching 1s an heart-anatomy. As a 
Chyrurgion, when he makes a difle- 
Qion in the body, diſcovers the #nte- 
ſtina, the inward parts, the heart, liver, 
arteries : ſo a Chriſtian anatomizeth 
himſelf; he ſearcheth what 1s fleſh, and 


what is ſpirit; what 1s ſin, and what . ' 


grace, P/al. 77.7. My ſpirit made dili- 
gent ſearch: Asthe woman in the Goſpel 


.did light a candle and ſearch for her loſt | 
-- groat, Luk, 15, &. So conſcience # the '; 


Candle of the Lord, Prov. 20. 27. A Chri- 
ſtian by the light of this Candle muſt 
{earch his ſoul if he can find any grace 
there. The Rule by which a Chriſtian 
muſt try himſelf, is the Word of God, 
Phancy and opinion are falfe Rules to 
go by. We muſt judge of our ſpiritual 
condition by the Canon of Scripture. 
This David calls a IL amp unto his feet, 
Pſalm 119. 1c5. Let the Word be the 
Umpire 
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Umpire to decide the controverſie whe- 
ther we have grace or no. We judge of 


{ colours by the Sun. So we muſt judge of 
| the eſtate of our ſouls by the light of 


Scripture. 
Self-examivation 1s a great duty 1n- 


| cumbent *; it requires ſelf-excitation : 


it cannot poſſibly be done without of- 
tering violence to our ſelves. 

I. Becauſe the duty in it ſelf is diffi- 
cult: 1. Itis aF#s reflexivws, a work of 
ſelf-reflexion; it lies moſt with the 
heart, 'Tis hard to look inward, Ex- 
ternal acts of Religion are facil ; tolift 
up theeye to Heaven, to bow the knee, 
to read a prayer ; this requires no more 
labour than tor a Papilt to tell over his 
beads; but to examine a man's ſelf, to 
turn in upon his own ſoul, to take the 
heart as a watch all in pieces, and fee 
what 1s defective ; this1s not caſte. Re- 
flexive aFs are hardeſt. The eye can ſee 
every thing but it (elf. Itis ealte to ſpy 
the faults of others. but hard to find out 
our own, 2. Examination of a man's 
ſelf is difficult, becauſe of felf-love. As 
1gnorance blinds; fo ſelf-love ilatters. 
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mur ias. 
Jurus, 


Every man 1s ready to think the beſt of. 


himſelf. What Solomon laith of love 
to 
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to our neighbour, is moſt true of ſelf- 
love; it hides a multitude of evil, Prov. 
Io. 12. A man looking upon himſelf 
in Philanutie ſpeculo, in the glaſs of ſelf- 
love, his virtues appear greater than 
they are, and his fins leſſer. Self-love 
mak<s one rather excuſe what is amilſs, 
than Examine 1t *, | 
2. As examination 1s in it ſelf difh- 
cult ; fo it 15a work which we are very 
hardly brought to- That which cauſeth 
2 backwardnelſs to ſelf-examination, 1s 
I. Conſciouſneſs of guilt, Sin clamours 
inwardly, and men are loth tolook into 
their hearts, leſt they ſhould find that 
which ſhould trouble them. It is little 
leaſure to read the harnd-writine on 
the wall of conſcience. Many Chriſtians 
arc like trades-men that are ſinking in 
their eſtates; they are loth to look 
over their Bucks, or caſt up their ac- 
counts, leſt they ſhould find their 
eſtates low : So they are loth to look 
into theirguilty hearts,leſt they ſhould 
find ſomething there which ſhould af 
fright them : as 4/oſes was aftrighted at 
the light of the Kod turned into a Ser- 
pent. 
2. Men are hardly brought to this 
duty, 
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duty, becauſe of fooliſh preſumptuous 
hopes : they phancy their eſtate to be 
good, and while they weigh themſelves 
in the ballance of preſumption, they 
paſs for currant. Many take their fal- 
vation on truſt. The fooliſh Virgins 
thought they had had Oyl in their lamps 
as well as the wile, Mat.25.Some are not 


ſare of their ſalvation, but ſecure. If one 


were to buy a piece of Land, he would 
not take it upontruſt, but examine the 
title. How confident are ſome of fſalya- 
tion, yet never examine their title to 
Heaven. 
3. Men are not forward to examine 
themſelves ; becauſe they reſt in the 
ood opinion of others : how vain is 
this ! Alas, one may be Gold and Pearl 
in the eye of others; yet God may 
judge him Aeprobate Silver: others may 
think him a Saint; and God may write 
him down in his black-book. Judas was 
looked upon by the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
as a true Believer z they would have 
been ready to have given their hands 
to his certificate 3 yet he was a traitor. 
Standers by can but ſee the outward car- 
riage 3 they cannot tell what evil is in 
the heart, Fair {treams may run on the 


top 
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top of a River, but vermin may lye at 


the bottom. 


4. Men are hardly brought to ex- 


imine themſelves, becauſe they do not 
believe Scripture. The Scroptere ſaith, 
The heart is deceitful above all things, 
Fer. 17.9. Solomon (aid there were four 
things too wonderfull for him that he 
could not know, Prov. 3o. 19. He might 
have added a fifth; The way of man's 
heart, The heart1s the greateſt Impo- 
ſtorzit will be ready to put one off with 
ſeeming grace, inſtead of ſaving. The 
heart will perſwade that a ſlight tear is 
Repentanceza lazy deſire is Faith. Now 
becauſe the generality of people donot 
believe that there is ſuch fallacy in their 
hearts, therefore they. are ſo ſlow to 
examine them. This natural backward- 
neſs in us to (elf-reflection, ſhould cauſe 
us to offer the more violence to our 
ſelves in making a thorow diſquiſition 
and ſearch of our hearts. 

Oh that I might prevail with Chri- 
ſtians, to take pains with themſelves 
io this great work of examination. 
Their ſal vation depends on it. It is the 
note of an Harlot; ſhe 1s ſeldom at 
home, Prov, 7.11, 12. Her feet abide 
a0t 
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not in hev houſe; now is ſhe without,”now 
in the ſtreets. It is a fign of an Harlot- 


- Profeſlor, to be altogether abroad, ſpy- 
h | ing the faults of others; but is never at 
Sf home with his own heart, Oh let us 
bh ' try our hearts, as we do Gold by the 
* | Touch-ftone. Let us examine our 25, 
r || and finding out this /ever, burn it, Let 
- [us examine our grace, whether it be of 
__ | theright kind. One went into the field 
» | to gather herbs, and he gathered wild 


gourds, and then death was in the pot, 
© | 2 Kizg. 4. 40. So many think they have 
* | grace, the right herb; but it proves a 
$ »ild gourd, and brings death and dam- 
- F nation. That we may offer violence 
# to our ſelves in this great buſineſs of 
' If Examination, let theſe few things be ſe- 
riouſly weighed. | 
I. Without (elf-examination we can 
never know how :: is with us. If we 
| ſhould die preſentiv, we cannot tell to 
4 what Coaſt we {houid fail ; whether to 
Hell or Heaven. It is reported of S0- 
crates, when he was going out of the 
+ world, he had this ſpeech, 7 am now 10 
die, and the gods know whether I ſhall be 
happy or miſerable. That man whois ig- 


| corant of the ſtate of his ſoul , muſt 
needs. 
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needs have the trembling at the heart 
as Cain had a ſhaking in his fleſh. By a 
ſerious ſcrutiny of our hearts, we come 
to know to what Prince we belong, 
whether to -the Prince of Peace, or be 
Prince of the Air, ' 
. 2. If we will not try our {<lves, God 
will try us. He will examine us as the 
chief Captain did Paul, by ſconrging,Þ 
AZs 22. 24. He will aſk that quelſtionf 
as Chrit, Whoſe image and ſuperſcriptionf 
& this ? And if we cannot ſhew him higf | 
own image, he willreject us. | 
3- There is ſecret corruption within, j , 
which will never be found out but} 
by ſearching *®, There! 


—_— —— —— 


When Pharaob's Steward 
accuſed Joſeph's Brethren of having theſf 
Cup; they durſt have {worn they had J£ 
not the Cup in their fack. Little doth aJt 
man know what Atheiſm, Pride, Un-J< 
cleanneſs is in his heart, till he ſearch-Ff 
Eth. 1 
4- The great advantage which will J 
accrew to us : the benefit is great which jy 
way ſoever things turn. If upon exami- | 
nation we find that we have not grace 
my 

| 
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+ | intruth, then the miſtake 1s diſcover- 
7 aff ed, and the danger prevented. If we 
me find that we have grace, we may take 
1g. þ the comfort of it. How glad was he 
they that had found the Pearl of great price?He 
that upon ſearch finds that he hath but 
the 9inimmm quod fic, the leſt degree of 
race, !s like one that hath found his 
| jt of evidences; he is heir to all the 
| Promiies, and 1n a ſtate of ſalvation. 
| And that we may go on the more 
is} ſucceſiively in this work, let us defire 
| God to help us ro find out our hearts, 
Job 34. 32. That which T ſee not teach 
" thou me. Lord, take off the vail 3 ſhew 
rel me my heart; let me not periſh through 
© miſtake, or go to Hell with hope of 


© Heaven. * 


hefi fer violence to our ſelves, is, the Aeli- 
ad 1gi0ws ſanTifging of the Lords day. That 
ha{ there ſhould be a day of holy reſt de- 
In-f dicated to God, appears from the 10ſti- 
h- B tution. AKemerber to keep holy the Sab- 

| bath day. Our Chriſtian Sabbath comes 
311 in the room of the Jewiſh Sabbath: it 
ch $1s called xvera) nwipa, the Lords day, Rev. 
13-11-10. from Chriſt the Author of it. 
ce | Our Sabbath 1s altered by Chriſt's own 


n appointment. 


——_ —_— 


* Plurims 


ſhe perictt= 
tantur, Aug. 
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appointment. He aroſe this day out of 
the grave, and appeared onit often to 
his. Diſciples, 1 Cor. 16. 1. To 1ntimate 
to them (ſaith Athanaſiws) that he 
transferred the Sabbath to the Lord's 
day. And St. Auſtin ſaith,that by Chriſt's) 
riſing on the firſt day of the week, ith ! 
was conſecrated to be the Chriſtian | 
Sabbath in remembrance of his Re- | 
EEC .. . forrecnn *. Tn, 
\rtflew dnhariees fri, was antiently called die k 
G* ex illo, cepit bavere fiſti= [ucis, the day of light ; as 0 
RE od Juniws | obſerves. Theſ| © 
other daies of the week would be dark, Y 
were it not for the (hining of the SwnÞ 
of Righteouſneſs on this day. This day 
hath been called by the Antients, Reginall 7, 
dierum,the Queen of daies. And St. Hierom|| 
prefers this day above all ſolemn feſti- 
vals. The Primitive Church had this} P! 
day in high veneration: it was a great] *: 
badge of their Religion : for when the 
queſtion was aſked, Servaſi; Domini- th 
cam? Keepeſt thou the Sabbath ? the an-| of 
{wer was made, Chriſt;anuws ſum, TI am af} 
Chriſtian, and dare not omit the cele-!} We 
bration of the Lords day. Whatgreat] far 
cauſe have we thankfully to remember} fie 
this day ! As the benefit of 1rael's deli- 
Tn" 
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tance from the Bab:loniſh captivity was 
ſo great, that it drowned the remem- 
brance of their deliverance from Egypr, 
Fer. 16. 14. So the benefit of our deli- 
verance from Satan's captivity, and the 
riſing of Chriſt from finiſhing the glo- 
rious work of our Rederyption was fo 
famous, that in reſped of his other be- 
nefits, receive,as it were,a diminution. 
Great was the work of Creation; bur 
greater the work of Redemption.It coſt 


{ more to redeem us, than make us.In the 


one, there was only the ſpeaking a 


| word? Pſal. 148. 5; in the other, the 
| ſhedding of blood ; Heb. 9. 22. The 


Creation was the work of God's fingers; 


| 7/al. 8. 3. the Redemption, the work 
| of his ar; Lake 1. 5. In the Creation 
{ God gave us oxr ſelves 3 in the Redem- 


ption he gave us hzmſelf. So that the 


} Sabbath putting us in mind of our Re- 


demption, ought to be obſerved with 
the higheſt devotion. Herein wemuſt 


| offer holy violence to our ſelves. 


When this bleſſed day approacheth, 


| we ſhould labour, that as the day 1s 
{ ſandtified; fo our hearts may be ſancti- 
| fied. 


We muſt on this day reſt from al the 
F works 
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works of our calling. As Abraham when 
he went to ſacrifice, left his Servant 
and Aſs at the bottom of the hill, Gez. 
22.5. So when we are to worſhip God | 
this day, we mult leave all ſecular bu- } 
fineſs behind, And as Joſeph when he |: 
would ſpeak with his Brehren, thruſt | 
out the Egyptians: fo when we would | 
have converſe with God this day, we | 
muſt thruſt out all earthly employments. | 
Though works of necelſay may be done, 
and works of charity, ( for God will 
have mercy, and not facrifice) yet in 
other caſes we muſt ceaſe from all ] 
worldly negotiations. It is obſervable} 
concerning Mary Magdalen, that ſhe re-þ 
fuſed to anoint Chriſt's dead body on * 
the Sabbath day, Lzke 23. 56. ſhe had? 
before. prepared her ointment, but came © 
not to the Sepulchre till the Sabbath} 
was palt. She reſted that day from civil 
work,though it were a commendable and|+ 
—_ work ; the anointing of Chriſt's'! 
ead body. | 
2. When this bleſſed day approacheth, 
we muſt lift up our hearts in thankful- \ 
neſs to God, that he hath put another 
price into our hands for the gaining of! 
heavenly wiſdom. Theſe are ones” | 
| ritualf} * 


| 


| 
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ritual harveſt-daies 3 now the wind of 
God's Spirit blows upon the fails of our 
affetions, and we may be much fur- 
|. thered on in our heavenly - voyage. 

/ Chriſtian, lift up thy heart to Godin 
/ thankfulneſs, that he hath given thee 
another golden ſeaſon, and be ſure thou 
Improve itz it may be the laſt. Sea- 
ſons of grace are not like the Tyde 3 
if a man miſſeth one tyde, he may have 
another. 

This day approaching, we muſtinthe 
morning dreſs and fit our ſouls for the 
receiving of the Word, The people of 
\ Tfrael muſt waſh their garments before 
' the Law was delivered to them, Our 
* hearts muſt be waſhed by prayer and 
| repentance, the Oracles of God being 
to be delivered to us. > 

And being met together, we mult (et 
' cur ſelves as in the preſence of God 


| with ſeriouſneſs and delight to hear 


! God's ſacred Word. Take heed of di- 
| ſtrations which fly-blow our duties. 
We muſt labour to be bettered by 


'f every Sabbath : where the Lord lates 


1 out coſt, he looks for fruit. Freſh 
anointings of God are to be thirſted 
| after; and new cubits to be added to 
*-3 Our 
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our ſpiritual flatwre. We muſt not be 
like the Salawander, which lives in the | 
fire, but is never the botter. Chriſtians 
ſhould on theſe daies aſpire after com- 
munion with God, and endeavour to ! 
have the illapſes of his Spirit,and clearer | 
diſcoveries of his love in Chriſt. Ink 
ſhort, we ſhould do on a Sabbath as 
Moſes; he aſcended the Mount that he 
might have a fight of God. | 
We muſt dedicate the whole day to 
God. Under the Law a ſingle Sacrifice 
was appointed for other daies of the 
week 3 but two Lambs were tobe of- 
fered upon the-Sabbath. All this day | 
muſt be ſpent with God : he muſt have; | 
worſhip 1n the publick z and when we }/ * 
come home,.he muſt have family-wor- | 
ſhip. Many leaveall their Religion at 
Church (as I have ſeen ſome do their 
Bibles) not hallowing God's name wm}. 
their own houſes, Mal. 3. 8. Will a man 
rob God £ When men pretend to Wor-| 
ſhip God in the Temple, but cut him} 
ſhore of family and cloſet-duties on a! 
Sabbath 3 this is to rob God, and ſteal '. 
a part of his day from him. ; 
Good reaſon we ſhould conſecrate 
the whole Sabbath to God, and give 
him 


- 


: 
g 
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him dexble devotion, for God doubles his 
| bong” upon us this day. As the Marne 
nSf did rain twice as much on the ſixth day, 
n-f as any of the other daies : fo the Marne 
to? of ſpiritual bleſlings falls twice as much 
er} on the Sabbath day as any other. 
lok Wenmuſtrejoyce in this day, as being 
as |} a day wherein we enjoy much of God's 
he }} preſence, Johr 8. 56. Abrabam ſaw my 
' day and rejoyced. So when we lee a 
toF Sabbath day coming, we ſhould re- 
ce} joyce. The Proteſtants in France called 
he | their Church Paradiſe, becauſe there 
&- | they met with God *, The Jews called 
ay | the Sabbath, deſiderinm dierum, the de- 
ve |; fire of daies, Iſa. 58. 13. Thou ſhalt cal 
ve | the Sabbath a delight. This we ſhould 
r-; look upon as the beſt day, as the Queer: 
at of daies, crowned with a bleſſing, P/al, 
ir} 118.24. This #s the day which the Lord 
mt. hath made ; we will rejoyce and be glad in 
2: it, He hath made all the daies, but hath 
r-j ſandified this. We ſhould look upon 
m} this day as a ſpiritual Mert for our fouls, 
a} wherein we have holy commerce and 
al traffick with God. This day of Reft is 
; the beginning of an eternal reſt. This 


te day God ſets open the Pool of Betheſds, 
7e | in which thoſe waters flow that refreſh 
m |! F 3 the 


: 


| 


+ Sleidan, 
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the broken in heart. And ſhall not we 


call this day 4 delight £ The Jews on the 
Sabbath laid aſide their Sackcloth and 


mourning. 


This is in a right manner to ſanQife a 


duty; and it is a duty wherein Chri- 
ſtians muſt excite and offer violence to 
themſelves. 


Above all others, how well doth it | 


become thoſe into whoſe hands God 
hath put the power of Magiltracy to 
ſhew forth holy violence in cauſing the 


Lord's day to be ({tritly obſerved? What 


a rare pattern hath Nehemiah (et all } 


good Magiſtrates, Neh. 13. 15. In thoſe 


daies ſaw I in Judah ſome treading wine- | 
preſſes. on the Sabbath, and bringing in © 
ſheaves, and all manner of burdens which * 


they brought into Jeruſalem on the Sabbath 
day, and Tteſtified againſt them in the day 
wherein they ſold viduals, Verl. 17. Then 
I contended with the Nobles of Judah, and 
ſaid unto them, What evil thing is this 
that ye do, and prophane the Sabbath day ? 
How dare ye infringe the command,aad 
make a falſe entry upon God's free- 
hold ? My Lord, your proclamation for 
the pious obſervation of the Sabbath, 


and your punitive -a&s upon ſome 


offenders, 
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offenders, havegiven a publick Teſti- 
mony of your zeal for this day. The 
keeping up the honour ofthe Sabbath. 
| will much keepup your magiſterial ho- 
nour. 
The ſeventh Duty wherein we muſt 
offer violence to our ſelves, is holy con- 
| ference : and indeed weare backward 
| enough to it, therefore had need herein 
provoke our ſelves, Mal. 3. 17. They 
that ſeared the Lord ſpake often one to 
another. A gracious perſon hath not on- 
ly Religion in his heart, but in his 
| tongue, Pſal. Z7. 3o. The Law of God is 
I in his heart, and his tongue talketh of 
' Judgement : he drops holy words as 
” Pearls. *Tis the fault of Chriſtians, 
* that they do not in company provoke 
- themſelves to ſet good diſcourſe on 
' foot: it 1s a ſinful modeſty : there is 
much viſiting, but they do not give 
' one anothers ſouls a viſit. In worldly 
things their tongue is 45 the Per of a rea- 
dy Writer * ; but in matters of Religion, * ”5:7- 
they are as if their tongue did cleave to 5, 7s 


7, Duty. 


9 Od. 
the roof of their mouth. As we muſt an- 


; ſwer to God for idle words; ſo for fir- 
full ſilence. 

Oh let us offer violence to our ſelves 

F F 4 in 


72 Heaven takes by Storm. 


in this, in ſetting abroach good diſ- 
courſe! What ſhould our words dilateſ 
and expatiate upon but Heaven? The 
world 1s a great ire; we are gueſts in} 
this Inne. Travellers, when they are! 
met in their T-xe, do not {pend all their 
time in ſpeaking about their ze ;, they 
are to lodge there but a few hours, and 
they are gone 3 but they are ſpeaking 
of their home, and the Country whi- 
ther they are travelling. So when we 
meet together, we ſhould not be talk- 
ing only about the world; weare to 
leave this preſently; but we ſhould} 
talk of our heavenly Country, Heb. 
11.16, 
That we may provoke our ſelves to. 
good diſcourſe (for it will not be done | 
without ſome kind of violence)let theſe 
coniiderations be duly weighed. 
The diſcourſe demonſtrates what 
* haſt the heart is *. As the Glaſs ſhews what | 
4%. Ber, theface is, whether it be fair or foul: | 
ſo the words ſhew what the heart is. 
Vain ſpeeches diſcover a light feathery 
heart : gracious ſpeeches are the birth 
of a gracious heart. The water of the * 
Conduit ſhews what the Spring is. - 
2, Holy conference is very edifying. | 
he * 
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The Apoſtle bids us edifie one erother, 
Epheſ. 4.29. And how more than this 
way? Good conference enlightens the 
mind when it 1s ignorant 3 warms it 
when It is frozen; ſettles it when it is 
wavering.A good life adorns Religton ; 
good diſcourſe propagates It. 

Gracious diſcourſe makes us reſemble 
Chriſt. His words were perfumed with 
holineſs : grace was poured into his lips, 
Pſal. 4.5. 2. He ſpake to the admiration 
of all - his hands wrought #vzracles, and 
his tongue ſpake Oracles, Luke 4. 22. AB 
bare him witneſs, and wondred at the 


eraciows words which proceeded ont of his 


month, Chriſt never came into any 
company, but he ſet good diſcourſe on 
foot. Levi made him a feaſt, Lake 5.29. 
and Chriſt feaſted him with holy dif- 
courſe. When he came to Jacob's Well, 
he preſently ſpeaks of the water of fe, 
John 4. The more holy our ſpeeches 
are, the more we arelike Chriſt. Should 
not the members be like the head ? 

God takes ſpecial notice of every 
good word we ſpeak when we meer, 
Mal. 3.16. They that feared the Lord 


ſpake often one to another; and the Lord 


arkened and heard, and a Book of Re- 


membrance 


| 
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membrance was written before him : Ta-® V 
merlain that Scythian Captain had al- © 
wates a Book by him of the names and 
gaod deſerts of his ſervants which he 
bountifully rewarded. As God hath a 
bottle for the tears of his people : ſo he. 
hath a Book in which he writes downall t 
their good ſpeeches, and will make ho- |. } 

f 

| 

| 


nourable mention of them at the laſt | * 
day. 
Holy diſcourſe will be a means to | 
bring Chriſt into our company. The 
two Diſciples were communing of the 
death and ſufferings of Chriſt; and 
while they were ſpeaking, Jeſus Chriſt |. 
came among them, Luke 24. 15. While 
they communed together, Jeſus himſelf drew 
wear, and went with them. When men ( 
entertain bad difcourſe; Satan draws ' 
near,and he makes ane of the company z | 
but when they have holy and gracious | 
conference, Jeſus Chrilt draws near, |; 
and where-eyer he comes, he brings a | 


bleſiing along with him. So much for 
the firſt, the offeriug violence to our 
ſelves. | 
2. We muſtoffer violence.to Satan. {4 
Satan oppoſeth us both by open vio- | 
lence, and ſecret treachery. By open 
violence, 
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! violence,ſo heis called the Red Dragon ; 
! by ſecret treachery, ſo he is called the 


Old Serpent. We read in Scripture of 
his ſnares and darts; he hurts more by 
his ſnares, than by his darts, 

1. His Y:olence. He labours to ſtorm 
the caſtle of the heart : he ſtirs up to 


_ paſſion, luſt, revenge. Theſe are called 


* 
IE” 
= - . 


Om— 


| ſtom) whom he may bite, but devour *. 


Ginn ainvroukie; fiery darts, Ephbeſ. 6, 16. 
becaule they oft ſet the foul on fire. Sa- 
tanin regard of his fierceneſs is called a 
Lion, 1 Pet.5.8. Tour adverſary the Devil , , _,_ 
45 a roaring Lion walketh about ſeeking #««u by 
whom he may devour. Not (faith Chryſo- 21, 

2. His Treachery. What he cannot do 
by force, he will endeavour to do by 
fraud. Satan hath ſeveral vuale, fubtil 
policies in tempting. 

In ſuiting his temptations to the com- 1x. 
plexion and temper of the body. Satan 
{tudies the phyſiognomy , and laies 
ſuitable baits. He knew Achar's cove- 
tous humour, and tempted him with a 
wedge of gold, He tcmpts the {anguine 
man with beauty. 

2. Another lubtilty is to draw men to 
evil, ſab ſpecie boi, under a pretence of 
good. The Pirate doth milchief by 
hanging 
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hanging out falſe colours : ſo doth $a- ; 
tan by hanging out the colours of Re- | 


ligion. He puts ſome men upon finful 
ations, and perſwades them much good 
will come of it. He tells them in ſome 
caſes they may diſpenſe with the Rule 
of the Word, and ſtretch their conſci- 


ence beyond-that line that they may | 
be ina capacity of doing more ſervice. 
As if God needed our fin to raiſe his þ 


A 


glory. 


3. Satan tempts to fin gradually. As Þ 
the Huſbandman digs about the root of | 


atree, and by degrees looſens it, and 


at laſt it falls. Satan ſteals by degrees | 


OR t_—— ——— 
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into the heart : heis at firſt more mo- | 


deſt : He did not ſay to Eve at firſt, Eat 


the Apple; no, but he goes more ſubtilly | 


to work ; he puts forth a queſtion, Hath 
God ſaid? ſure Eve thou art miſtaken 3 
the bountiful God never intended tode- 


bar thee one of the beſt trees of the * 
Garden, Hath God ſaid ?. ſure, either | 
God did not ſay it; or if he did, he ne- | 
ver really igtended it. Thus by degrees | 
he wrought her to diſtruſt, and then | 


ſhe took of the fruit and eat. Oh take 
heed of Satan's firſt motions to fin, that 


ſeem more nnodeſt w— rincprs obſta— | 
He x 
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! He is firſt a Fox, and then a Lie. 
| . 4- Satan tempts to evil i= licits, in 
; lawful things. It was lawful for Noah 
| tocat the fruit of the Grape ; but he 
' took too much, and ſo finn'd. Exceſs 

turns that which is good into evil. Eat- 
. ingand drinking may turn to intempe- 
| rance. Induſtry in ones calling (when 
| excelhive) is covetouſneſs. Satandraws 
| men to an immoderate love of the crea- 

ture, and then makes them offend in 
' that which they love. As Agrippina 
' poiſoned her huſband Chaadixs in that 
meat he loved moſt. 

5. Satan puts men upon doing good 
if he cannot hurt 
them by ſcandalows ations, he will by 


| virtzow actions. Thus he tempts ſome 
{ to eſpouſe Religion out of policy to 
; get preferment, and to give alms for 
applauſe,that others may ſee their good 


#7 
+ 
, 


works, and canonize them. This hy- 
; pocrifie doth leven the duties of Reli- 


j, 8100, and make them loſe their re- 


ward. 
6. The Devil perſwades to evil by 
fuch as are good. This ſets a gloſs up- 


* on his temptations, and makes them 
: leſs ſuſpeted. The Devil hath made 


nle 
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uſe ſometimes of the eminenteſt and b 

holieſt men to promote his tempta-" 

tions. The Devil tempted Chriſt by an! " 
Apoſtle. Peter diflwades him from ſuf- © 

fering. Abraham a good man bids his ® 

wife equivocate- Say, Thou art my 

Siſter. Theſe are his ſubtilties in tempt-| 

ing. Nowhere we muſt offer violence | 

to Satan, I. By faith, 1 Pet. 5. 9. Whom | 

*6 evli= reſiſt ſtedfaſt in faith*, Faith 1s a wiſe| 
rs. intelligent grace; it can ſee an hook | 
under the bait. 2. It is an Heroick| 

grace 5 it is ſaid, #*i na, above all, to 
quench the fiery darts of Satan. Faith | 

reſiſts the Devil. | 

r. As it doth keep the caſtle of the 
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heart that it dothnot yield. It is not | 
the being tempted makes us guilty, but 
giviog conſent. Faith enters its proteſt ? 
againlt Satan. 
2, Faith not only not yields, but beats |} 
*«vra:]« back the temptation *. Faith holds the { 
cog 72 Promile in one hand, and Chriſt in the *' 
579. Other: The promiſe encourageth faith, | 
Chrj. and Chriſt ſtrengthens it : ſo taith beats þ 
the enemy out of the field. | 
2. We muſt offer violence to Satan by 
prayer. We overcome him upon our | 
knees. As Sampſon called to Heayen - 
help: 


1 


| 
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help : ſo a Chriſtian by prayer fetcheth 
in auxiliary forces from Heaven. 1s al 
1 temptations go to God by prayer. Lord 
c. 4 teach me to uſe every piece of the ſpi- 
*"# ritual armour; howto hold the ſhield, 
y how to wear the helmet, how to uſe 
” | the ſwordofthe Spirit. Lord ſtrengthen 

me in the battel ; let me rather die a 
+ Conquerour, than be taken priſoner, 
G |, and led by Satan in triumph. Thus we 
k | muſt offer violence 'to Satan. There is 
" : 4 Lion inthe way; but we muſt reſolve 


upon fighting. 


+ | And let this encourage us to offer 
hf : : 
violence to Satan. Our enemy is beaten 
hk { in part already *. Chriſt who is the 
. | Captain of our ſalvation *, hath _ 
* '} Satan his deaths wound upon the Croſs, 


; Col. 2.15. The Serpent is ſooneſt killed 

' 1n his head. Chriſt hath bruiſed the 
1 head of the o/d Serpent. The Devil isa 
+ chained enemy, and a conquered ene- 
* my; therefore fear not to give battel 


e 4 
10, 
* ai dupd- 
TY C>- 
ay Ka- 
84uÞ5u 3lau! 
Tgnat,- 


; to him. Refij# him, and be will fly : he 


| 
s þ knows no march but running away. 
3 23. We muſt offer violence to the 
$ world. The world ſhews its ge{den Apple, 
It is a part of our vow in Baptiſm to 
- | fight under. Chriſt's banner againſt the 
world. 
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world. Take heed of being drownee 
in the luſcious delights of it. It my 
be a ſtrong brain that bears heady] 
wine. He had need have a great deal off 
wiſdom and grace, that knows how to) | 
bear a great eſtate. Riches oft ſend uy} ; 
their — fumes, which make! ; 


mens heads giddy with pride. Jeſaurun. 
waxed fat and kicked, Dent. 32. 15. It) , 
is hard to climb up the hill of God with|! ; 
too many golden weights. Thoſe that! , 
want the hoxoxrs of the world, want the} , 


in 


Demon, a flattering enemy. lt 1s given]; ( 
to ſome as Michol to David, for a oy | - 
The world ſhews its two breaſts off . 
pleaſure and profit, and many fall aſleep} | 
with the breaſt in their mouth, The! / 
world doth never kiſs us, but with an f 1 
intent tobetray us. It isa ſilken halter, | |, 
The world 1s no friend to grace; it}, 
chokes our love to heavenly things : the} ; 
earth puts out the fire. Naturally wel} x 
love the world, Job 31. 24. If I have) , 
made gold my hope; the Septuagint || t, 
5 renders it, If 7 have beem married to} 
*y gold *. Too many are wedded 
to their mony 3 they live toge-P 
ther as man and wife, Oh let us take |: 
heed] 


— wn © 


Heaven taken by Store. 


heed of being intangled in this pleaſing 
{ ſnare. Many who have ſcaped the 
1dji Rock of ſcandalous fins, yet have ſunk 
| off in the world's golden quick-ſands. The 
' to} finis not in the #{g of the world, but 
Up? inthe loving, 1 John 2. 15. Love not the 
ke! world. If we are Chriſtians, we muſt 
"#1. offer violence to the world. Believers 
it are cal/ed out of the world: they are ir 
ith}! the world, but not of it, John 17. 16, 
hat) As we ſay of adying man, he is not a 
' man for this world. A true Saint is 
| crucified in his affeQions to the world, 
| Gal. 6. 14. Heis dead to the honours 


| and pleaſures of it. What delight doth 


a dead man take in picures or muſick 2? 
EF Jeſus Chriſt gave- himſelf to redeem ws 
he'} rom this preſent evil world, Gal. 1. 4. If 
an} we will be ſaved, we muſt offer vio- 
IT, } lence to the world. Living fiſh ſwim 
Itfapainſt the ſtream. We muſt ſwim 
he] apainſt the world, elſe we ſhall be cat- 
ve! ried down the ſtream, and fall into the 
vel dead Sea, That we may offer violence 
atfto the world, let us remember, 
#0! 1, Itis deceitful; our Saviour calls 
ed It, #471 T4 ®Atls, The deceitfulneſiof Riches, 
EF Afatth. 13. 22, The world promiſeth 
-' | happineſs, but nothing leſs. It promiſeth 
Ts G 11S 


8r 
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us Rachel, but puts us off with blear- 
ey'd Leah : it promileth to fatisfie our | 
defires,but it encreaſeth them : it gives 

oiſon'd Pills, but wraps them 10 Sugar. © 

2. Itis defiling, Jam. 1.17. Pure Re-| 
ligion 1s to keep himſe!” «nſpotted from the 
world, As if thu Apultic wouid 1nth- | 
mate, that th© world 1s good for no-| 
thing but to ipot: it iputs firſt mens þ 
conſciences, and then their names. It 1s | 
called tg;or:9%in filthy incre, 1 Pet. 5. 7.0 
becauſe it makes men ſo filthy. They 
will damn themſelves to get the world.| 
Ahab would have Naboth's Vineyard, }| 
though he {wum to 1t 1n blood. 

3. It is periſhing, 1 Joh. 2. 17, The 
faſhion of the world paſſeth away, The 
world is like a flower which withers| 
while we are ſmelling to it. 

Fourthly, We mult offer violence to 
Heaven. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth |: 
violence, Though Heaven 1s given us | 
freely, ye we muſt take pains for it, ' 
Canaan was given Iſrael freely, but they | 
muſt fight with the Canaanites, It is 
not a lazy wiſh, or fleepy prayer will 
bring us to Heaven; we mult offer vio- þ | 
lence. Theretore in Scripture our ear- f 
neſtneſs for Heaven is ſet out by thoſe || x 
allegories |} 


may 
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allegories and metaphors which imply 


* violence. 


' 1.Sometimes by ſtriving, Lzk.13.24. 


.* Strivetoenter in at the ſtrait gate. The 
' Greek word 1s 4yayitsd+t, Strive as in an 


Agony. 
2. Wreſtling, which is a violent exer- 


| Ciſe, Epheſ. 6.12. We are to wreltle 
| with a body of fin, and with the 
| powers of Hell. 


3. Running in a Race, 1 Cor. 9. 24. 


| So run that ye may obtain. We have a 


long Race from Earth to Heaven , and 


| but alittle time to run; it will ſoon be 
| ſun-ſet. Therefore ſo rxx. In a Race 
there's not only laying afideall weights 


that hinder; but a putting forth all the 
ſtrength of the body; a ſtraining every 
joynt that men may preſs on with all 
\wiftneſs to lay hold on the prize. Thus 


| Saint Paxl preſled «ls ozordy, towards the 
# mark, Phil. 3, 14. Alas, where 1s this 
" holy violence to be found ? 


1. Many have made themſelves unfit 


| to run this bleſſed Race; they are 
| drunk with the pleaſures of the world. 
| A drunken man is unfit toruna Race. 


2. Others neglett to run this Race 


all their life ; and when ſickneſs and 


G 2 death 
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death approach, now they will begin. 
A ſick man is very unfit to walk, much 
leſs to run a Race. [acknowledge true 
Repentance 1s never too latez but 
when a man can hardly ſtir his hand, or 
lift up his eyes, now is a very unfit 
time to begin the Race from earth to 
Heaven. 

4. This earneſtneſs for Heaven 1s 
compared to fighting , which implies 
violence, 1 Tim. 6.12. Fight the goodÞ | 
frebt of Faith, Tt is not enough to beÞ 
labourers. but warriers. Indeed in Hea-|. 
ven, our armour ſhall be hung up in| 
token of victory 3 but now it 1s dies} * 
prelii, a day of battel; and we muſt 
fiaht the good fight of Faith, As Hannibal 
forced a way for his Army over the 
Alps and craggy Rocks: So muſt we} 


"_— #4 force our way to Heaven *. We mult * 


myr24- not only pray, but pray fervently, Jam. | 
ly al 


Cyr 


r1an. 


I, 


J4. $5.16. This 1soffering violence to Hea- | p 


7 


ven. 
The Reaſons why there muſt be this) k 
offering violeace to Heaven, are 
I. God's indiſpenfible command. Hef 
hoth enacted a Law, that whoſoever C 
eats of the fruit of Paradiſe, ſhall eath bn 
It 1n the ſweat of his brows, 2 Pet, 1.10. © 
Grve 1 
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Give diligence to make your calling and 
eleFion ſure. The Greek word ov«/tiar(s, 
imports an anxious ſolicitous care 
4M about ſalvation. 

- 2. God's decree. The Lord hath in 
his eternal decree joyned the end and 
the means together ; ſtriving and en- 

| tring 5 the Race and theCrown. And a 
man can no more think to come to Hea- 

\4 || ven without offering violence, than he 

{ can think to come to the end of his 

| Journey, that never ſetsa ſtep in the 

| way. Who expects an harveſt with- 
| out plowing and ſowing ? How can we 

(x } expect the harvelt of glory without la- 

1 bour. Though our ſalvation in teſpet 

} of Chriſt is a purchaſe; yet in reſpect 

of xz, it 1s a conqueſt. 

| 23. We muſt offer violence to Heaven 

{ in regard of the difficulty of the work; 

a Taking a Kingdom. Firſt, we muſt be 
7 pulled out of another Kingdom , The 


-.| Kingdom of darkneſs *. Toget out ofthe * aa x6. 


\ ſtate of nature is hard, and when that 
el 1s done, and we are cut off from the 
{ wild Olive, and implanted into Chriſt, 
- | there is new work ſtill todo; new fins 


" | to mortifie ; new temptations to re- | 


, | fiſt; new graces toquicken; A Chriſtian 
G 3 muſt 


35 
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muſt not only get Faith, but go fre: þ 
Faith to Faith, Rom, 1.17, This will © 
not be done without violence. | 
| 4. We mult otter violence to Hea- 
| ven, in regard of the violent aflaults 
if made againl\t us. 
f 1. Our own hearts oppoſe us. 'Tis a 
ſtrange Paradox : man who doth na- 
turally defire bappineis, yet oppoſeth 
It: he deſires to be {aved, yet hates | 
that holy violence which ſhuuld fave | 
him. | 
2. All the powers of Hell oppoſe us. | 
Satan ſtands at our right kand, as he! 
| did at Joſ/za's, Zach. 3. 2. Shall not we 
il be as earneſt to fave our ſouls, as the | 
| Dragon 1s to devour them? Withour | 
violent atiecions, we ſhall never reſiſt | 
violent temptations. F 
'5. We mult be violent, becauſe it 1s | 
| 


- 
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| 
] 
\ 
\ 


5 
= 
. 


'f 


1 
þ 
tl 


| a matter of the higheſt importance. A 

| man doth not beat his head about 7 

rifles, but matters wherein his life and |; 

| eſtate are concerned. Violence is tobe |; 

offered, if we conſider : 
1. What we ſha!l ſave: The preciows by 

| ſoul. What pains do we take for the! > 

ll teeding and enriching the body, zhe fi; 

brutiſh part > O then what violence 


ſhould 
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,, | ſhould we uſe for the ſaving the foul ? 
11 | The body is but a Ring ot Clay , the 
- ſoul is the Diamond. The toul is the 
 Eolals wherein the image of God is 
< *ſeen*. There are 1a the foul ſome ſha- * p1z%. 
> dows and faint repreſentations of a | 
7 Deity. If Chriſt chought the ſoul 
a. worth fhedding his biood, well may 
þ | we think ut worth ſpending our ſweat. 
I W..: Coniider what we ſhall gain; a 
- Kingdom, What violence 1s uſed for 
- earthly Crowns and Empires 5 men will 
bs wade to the Crown through blood. 
\« {Heaven is a Kingdom which ſbould 
6 I Pake us ſtrive tor it, * Noz ad ſudorem * wigiyns 
« | Pantune ſed ſanguinem , even to blood, 7% "ke 
at | The Hopes of a Kingdom (faith St. Ba- 741; 
{1 þ) ſhould carry a Chriſtian chearfully 5:8. 
" through all labours and ſufferings. = 
- , There muſt be oftering violence 1n &6, 
eg of that aptne(s and proneneſs in 
the beſt to grow remiſs in Religion. 
2 When they have beenquicknedina du- 
ity, they are apt to grow dead again. 
© When they have been heat at the fire of 
Jan Ordinance, they are apt to freeze 
® Fapain ; therefore they mult be ſtill of- 
'© Ifering violence. The heart, like the 
Watch, will be apt to go down ; there- 
7 G4 fore 
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foremuſt be ever and anon wound upfi {i 
by prayer and meditation. The fire off} g; 
devotion will ſoon go out, if it be not? c{ 
blown up. A Chriſtian's own experi-! fc 
ence of his inconſtancy in goad, is ca-} (i 
gent enough to holy violence. of 

If there muſt be this offering vio-/! n 
lence ; it ſhews us it is not ſo eafie a}! F 
thing as men imagine to get to Heaven,}! 1 
Thereare (o many precepts toobey 3 ſof: 
many promiſes to believe; ſo many} 
Rocks to avoid, that it is a diffcult? 
matter tobe ſaved *. Some phancy af 
tine ealie way to Heaven, an idle wiſh}? 
adeath-bedtear ; but the text tells us 
of offering violence, Alas, there is a 
great work tobe done ; the biafs of the 
heart is to le changed. Man by nature 
doth not only wazt grace, but hate it, 
He hath an envenomed ſpirit againſt" 
goodneſs, and is angry with the hear 


grace; and isit eaſje to have the heart 
metamorphiſed? for the proud heart to 
be made humble ; for the earthly heart: 
to be made heavenly : can this be done! 
without ufing violence? It 1s all up} : 
hill to Heaven, and it will make uſt 1 
ſweat before we get to the top of thelj 1 
hill. Indeed Hell will be.taken withoutY + 
ftorm N / 
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ſtorm: the gates of Hell, like that 1ron- 
I gate, ASL 12.10. oper of their own ac- 
7 cord: but if weget to Heaven, we muſt 


i-7 force our way : we mult befiege it with 
0-1 ſighs and tears, and get the ſcaling- 


ladder of faith to ſtorm it. We muſt 
-/ not only work, but fight. Like thoſe 


a} Jews, who built the wall of Jeruſalem, 
n.} Nehem. 4. 17. Every one with one of his 


| bands wrought in the work, and with the 
« other hand held a weapon. A Chriſtian 
! is commanded upon bot ſervice; he 
a}! muſt charge through the whole Army 
1 of his luſts, every one of which 1: 
| {tronger than Goliah, A Chriſtian hath 


; aff no time to lye fallow; he muſt be ci- 
-ey ther praying, or watching; either «p- 


on the Mount, or in the Valley; on the 


it,% Mount of Faith, or in the Valley of 
Ut? Humility. Worldly things are not ob- 


tained without labour : what toiling 
! in the 4-4 ? what {weating 1n the fur- 
” nace? anddo we think Heaven will be 
| had without labour 2 Do men dig for 


i) worms, and not for gold? Thoſe who 


; are 10 Heaven are employed; much 


uF# more ſhould they who are vetting thi- 


ther. The Angels are miniſtring ſpirits, 
Heb, 1.14. The wings of the Seraphims 
are 
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are hieroglyphical, and ſhew us how 
ſwift they are in God's ſervice. If the) 
Angels in Heaven are bu!ying them- 
ſelves in noble and honourable imploy- 
ment, how induſtrious ſhould we behky: 
who are getting up the hill ot God, and| 
have not yet arrived at a ſtate of glory? | 
Is (alvation-work 'o 'acil ? can a-man |; 
be ſaved per /altum f can he leap out of |... 
the Devil's arms to Abraham's boſom? iy 
Oh no, there mult be oftering violence. þ,. 
Some think tree-grace will {ave them 3Þ;, 
bur it muſt be inthe ule of means. Watch || 
and pray. Others ſay, the promiſes will [5 
bring them to Heaven 3 but the pro- | 
miſes of the ward are not to be ſ{eparat- | 
ed from the precepts. The promiſe tells 
us of a Crown + but the precept ſaith, 
So run, 1 Cor. 9.24. The promiles are | 
made to encourage faith, not to cheriſh | | 
ſloth. But ſay others, Chrilt hath died P 


for finners; and iothey leave himrto do : 
all for them, and they will do nothing. } 


Then the text 15s out of date, and all | 
the exhortations to ſirzvirg, and fiehting | 
the good fight of Faith, are 1n vain, Our : 
{ſalvation colt Chriſt blood ; it will coſt l 
us /wcat. The boat may as well getto | , 
ſhore without rowing, as we can to | ( 
| Heaven | 
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Jonorant people, who think the bare 


Y Boing of duties, though in never ſo 


be| light ſuperficial a manner is enough. 


nd| he text tells us of offering violence, 
Y*| 1. In the bulineſs of Prayer: They 
"1 think it is enough to mutter over a few 
of words, though the heart be aſleep all 
'© fthe while : what offering of violence is 
- here? Chriſt was iz az Agony at prayer, 
F: iLuks 22. 44+ Many when they pray are 
11 rather 1na Lethargy than in an Agony. 
'* [Jacob wreſtled with the Angel in prayer, 
”” FGer. 32.24. The Incenſe was to be laid 
[upon burning coals, Levit. 16, 22. ' 1n- 
cenſe was a type of prayer, and the 7z- 


> [cenſe upon coals, was a type of fervency 


4 | Prayer means 3 or what 1t1s to have the 
affeftions boil over. When they are 
about the world they are all Fire; when 
they are at prayer they are all /ce. 
2. In Hearing of the Word > Many 
people think it is enough to bring their 
bodies to the Alſlembly , but they ne- 
ver look to their hearts. They ſatisfie 
| themſelves that they have been at 


Church, though they have not been 
| with 


— 
adi a 


\ 


fin prayer. Few know what the ſpirit of 


OI 


2. It ſhews us the great miſtake of 2. Branch. 


. We may as Jonathan, dip the end of the||;; 
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with God there. Others goto a Sermon; 
as to the Exchange to hear news 3 newſ 
notions that vleaſe their phancy, but de 
not attend to the word as about a mat- 
ter of life and death. They do not go 
to meet with Chriſt in an Ordinance; 
to have the breathings of his Spirit, 
and the infuſions of his Love. Alas, 
what little violence for Heaven is to be 
ſeen in moſt peoples worſhip ? In all thei” 
Sacrifices of the Law there was fire. " 
How can thoſe duties be accepted, h 
which have no fire in them 3 no offer-|”* 
ing of violence ? 

3. If there muſt be this offering 0 
violence to Heaven, then it ſhews us h 
how dangerous moderation in Religion 
is. Violence and moderation are twof.: 
different things. Indeed moderation in 
the things of the world is commendable. 
We (hould moderate our deſires here ; by 
and ſe the world as if we uſed it not *. | 


Thi 


Jp 


Rod in honey, but not thruſt it in too 
far: inthis ſenſe moderation is good : 
but moderation in matters of praftical 
piety is lintul : it is contrary to offer-|j, 
1ng violence. Moderation in the world's |, 


* ſenſe ts for one not ta be too zealous, 


not 


/ 
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>t to be too fierce for Heaven. Mo- 
Kderation 1s not to o_ _ = go 
Religion than way ſtand with ſelF-pre- 7” = 
| "ps... As the King of Navarr wa ag 
BBeza, He wonld launch no further into the _ _ 
ca, than he might be ſare to return ſafe iy 6 
oLand, To keep on the warm fide of /«- 
the hedge, Is a main Article in the Poli- 
ticians Creed. Moderation in the 
het world's ſenſe is neutrality. The mode- 
irate perſon hath found out a medium 
4 flbetween {trictneſs and prophaneneſsz 
*Rhe is not for debauchery, nor yet for 
"purity. Tt was the advice Calvin gave 
MelanGFhon, that he ſhould not ſo af- 
fe& the name of moderate, that at laſt 
he loſt all his zeal. To be lukewarmin 
matters of Religion, 1s far from offer- 
Jing violence to Heaven, Rev. 3. 19, Be 
zealous and repent. If any (hall atk us 
"why we are fo violent, tell them, it is 
- >Ffor a Kingdom. If they ſhall aſk us why 
£ 2 we make ſuch haſte in the waies of Re- 
© ligion, tell thew, weare runhing an hea- 
| venly Race, and a ſoftly moderate 
pace will never win the prize. Mode- 
ration hath made many lofe Heaven 3 
they have not mace haſte enough; they 
have come too late (like the foolifh 
Virgins) 


93 


ON 


at 


| 
O 


94 


x. Branch. 


—q a dic $1} Chriſtians *, who ard) 
+ Bjllii Anthol. Sacr, 


Ss 


Xona Sy+ 
TK0AR 
ron 1 


fabruig. 


Ta *U= 


Heaven taken by Storm, 


Virgins) when the door hath been ſhuf}a 

Uſe 2. Reproof. Out of this text [ſth 
may draw forth ſeveral arrows of Ref{p! 
prook. lip 
I. It reproves flothflly 


ſopor þ mums | 
_=_ ſentled 62 their lees : theyfica 


make alazy Profeſſion of S1 
Religion, but uſe no violence. Theyſar 
are like the Lilies, which #01 not, neifſh 
ther do they ſpin. The Snail by reaſfCc 
on of its {low motion, was reckon{ha 
ed among the unclean, Levit. 11. 3oþan 
St. Auſimn calls idleneſs the burial of 
#4n alive. There are (ome faint vyel-{pr 
leities3 oh that I had Heaven! but 
man may defire Veniſov, and want it 
if he doth not hunt for it *, Prov. 13. 4. 
The ſonl of the ſiuggard wiſheth and hath 


nothing. 


— Neque mola, neque faring —— 


1De 
Men could be content to have the ! 
Kingdom of Heaven; but they are lothfhe 
to fight for it, They chuſe rather to goſSat 
in a feather-bed to Hell, than to bejſma 
carried to Heaven in a fiery Chariot offll: 
zeal and violence. 


How many fſleepſ(el! 
away, 
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mwifaway, and play away their time; as if 
t flthey were made like the Leviathan, to 
Refiplay in the Sea ! P/al. 104, 26. It 1s a 
[ipeech of Sereca, No man is made wiſe 
thilby chance *. Sure 1t is, no man 1s ſaved 
argby chance, but he muſt know how he 
heffcame by it, namely, by offering violence. 
1 off Such as bave accuſtomed themſelves to 
heffjan idle lazy temper, will find it hard to 
rerfſhake off, Cart. 5.3. I have put off my 
(Coat, how ſhall Tput it on 2 The Spouſe 
ſhad laid her ſelt upon the bed of tloth, 
and though Chriſt knocked at the door, 
ſhe was loth to riſe and let him in. Some 
pretend to be Believers, but are idle in 
the Vineyard. They pretend to make 
ule of Faith for ſeeing, but not for 
working : this Faith is phancy. O that 
Chriſtians had a ſpirit of aGivity in 
ther, 1 Chron. 22, 16, Ariſe and be do- 
ing, and ihe Lord be with thee. We may 
ſometimes learn of our enemy *. The 
Devil is never idle ; he walketh about, 


hell Pet. 5. 8. The worldis his D7oceſs, and 
thihe 1s every day going his viſitation. Ts 
goſSatan active? 1s the enemy upon his 
begwarch coming againſt us ? and are we 
offetleep upon our guard? As Satan him- 
dure 
chat 


epfelf is not idle; to he will not en 
Y, 


* Nemo caſu 


fit ſapiens. 


Sen. 


*Fas «ſt & 
ab boſte 
Gocers. 
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that any of his ſervants ſhould be idle 
When the Devil hadentred into Juda;, 
how active was Jzdas! he goes to the 
High Prieſt, from thence to the band 
of Souldiers, and with them back to 
the Garden, and never left till he had 
betrayed Chriſt. Satan will not endure 
an idleſervant; and do we think God 
will How will Heathens riſe up in 
Judgement againſt ſJothful Chriſtians ! 
What pains did they take in the Olym- 
pian games; they ran but for a Garland 
of flowers, and do we ſtand ſtill who 
run for a Crownof immortality ? Cer- 


tainly if only the violent take Heaven, 


the idle perſon will never come there. 
God puts no difference between theſe 
two, //othſul and wicked, Matth. 25.26, 
Thou wicked and ſwthful ſervant. 

2. It reproves the Formaliſt, who puts 
all his Religion in geſtures, and ve- 
ſtures, emblems of devotion, and thinks 
this will entitle him co Heaven, Rev.,3.1. 
Thou haſt a name 10 live and art dead. 


The form and outſide of Chriſtianity is | 


judged neceſlary. 

1. Itis a means to keep up mens cre- 
dit inthe world. Should they be viſibly 
prophane, ſuch as are ſober would not 
come 
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come near them ; they would be look- 
ed upon no better than baptized Hea- 
thens : therefore they muſt make a ſhew 
of devotion, out of policy togainſome 
repute and eſteem among others. 
dl 2. A form ſerves to {top the mouth 
ref} of conſcience : had not they ſome kind 
8 of outward devotion, their conſcience 
nf would fly in their face, and they would 
 'f bea rerronr to themſelves : therefore they 
n-E think it expedient to have @ form of 
dF Godlineſs. But alas, what is all this? The 
off Text ſpeaks of offering violence to Hea- 
r-Þ vez. What violence is there in a form ? 
n, | Here is no taking Pains with the heart 3 
e. if a form, but no power,2 Tim. 3.5. *. For- * Sigrifcat 
ſe] maliſts are like the Tombs. in the aha 
5. Church, which have their eyes and :«; 0 
hands lift up to Heaven, but no ſoul. bm. * 
ts] The Formaliſts devotion runs out moſt *** 
e- in punctilices, and niceties : he neg- 
£9 flleſts the weightier matters of the Law, 
I. || Faith and Mercy, Matth. 23. 23. He 
4. Fſcruples ſuperſtitions phancies, but 
is |makes no reckoning of fin : he 1s more 
afraid of an Hare croſling his way, than 
e- of an Harlot in his bed. He hates fanCti- 
y ty. Chriſt had no ſuch bitter ene- 
2t fimies as the formal Phariſees. The 
1C H formalilt 
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formaliſt is never violent, but in per- 
ſecuting the power of godlineſs. 
3. It reproves ſuch as are violent in 
a bad ſenſe - they are violent for Hell ; 
they go thither in the ſweat of their 
brows, Jer. 8. 6. Every one turned to his 
courſe 5 4s the horſe ruſheth into the battel. 
A war-horſe ruſheth violently among 
the guns and pikes : ſo did they ruſh 
into lin violently. Men are violent, 
1. In oppoſing Good. 
2. Inpurſuing Evil. 
1. 17 oppoſine Good, Several waies. 

1. They offer violence to the Spirit of 
God. The Spirit knocks at the door of 
finners hearts; he waits till his head} 
be filled with dew, and his locks with the 
drops of the night ; but fingers repulſe 
and grieve the Spirit, and ſend away 
this Dove from the Ark of their ſouls, 
AFs 7.51. Te do alwaies refoſt the Hol 
Ghoſt, The Spirit offers grace to the 
ſimner, and the ſinner offers violence to 
the Spirit, 1/4. 63, 10. They rebelled and\ 
vexed his holy Spirit; and may not the| 
Lord give over ſtriving. God who is 
willing to come in when we open to 
him, hath not promiſed to come again 
if we unkindly repulſe him. | 
2, They 


Heaven taken by Storms. 


2. They offer violence to conſcience. 
Conſcience is God's Preacher in the bo- 
ſom ; and this Preacher cannot flatter : 
it tells men of their pride, covetouſ- 
neſs, abuſe of mercy ; but =_ inſtead 
of being violent againſt their f1ns, offer 
violence to conſcience : they. ſilence 
and impriſon conſcietice. But as the 
Prophet Zachary, when he was dumb 
called for a table-book, and did write, 


Lake 1. 63. So when conſcience cannot 


| be permitted to ſpeak, it will write: it 


writes down mens fins 3 and when at 
death they ſhall be forced to read the 
hand-writing, it will make their hearts 
tremble, and their knees ſmite. This 
I fear is too common, for men to offer 
violence to their conſcience : and what 
will be the iſſue? They who will not 
hear the voice of conſcience, ſhall be 
ſure to feel the worm of conſcience, 

3. They offer violeace to God's 
image. The Saints (who are God's live- 


| ly picture) ate oppoſed and ſhot ar. 


This is a ctirſed violence, Gal. 4. 29. 
As he that was born afjer the fleſh,perſecuted 
him who was born after the Spirit >, jo it is 
ow, Chriſt himſelf is ſtricken at 
through Believers. The Church hath 
| H 3: been 


2s 
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been alwaies in the Torrid Zove : The 


Plowers have plowed upon her back. The 
earth hath been ſown with the bodies 
of the Saints, and watered with their 
blood. Perſecutors I grant are of an 
antient Family. The frtk wan that was 
born in the world was a perſecutor, 
namely Caiz ; and he hath had a nume- 
rous offt-ſpring, Nero, Trajan,Domitian, 
Diocleſtan, Maximinus. Chryſoftom faith, 
that the apples of his eyes fell out. 


Felix Earl of Wartembourg being at ſup - 


er at Auſpurg, did take an oath, that 
81 he died, he would ride up to the 
ſpurs in the blood of the Lutherans ; but 
was afterwards choked in his own 
blood. Perſecutors are the curſe of the 
Creation 3 being ſome of thoſe horns 
and briars which the earth brings forth. 
2- Men are violent in purſuing Evil. 


1. They are violent in their Opin#ors, | 
2 Pet. 2.1. Privily they ſhall bring in dams | 


able hereſtes, denying the Lord that bought 
them. Arriza was {uchan one ; and af- 
terwards his bowels guſhed out. And 
truly the ſpirit of Arri#s is yet alive at 


this day, while men dare deny the Dei- | 


ty of the bleſſed Son of God. Manyof 
the Hereticks of old were ſo violent, 
that 


{ 
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that their Opinion was to them a Bible - 
and ſome of them. died in maintaining 
their hereſies. Theſe were the Devil's 
Martyrs. 
2. They are violent in their Paſ- 
frons *, Anger Is a ſhort frenzy *, Jam. * 7nc4 (ard 
3.6. The tongue #s a fire, aworld of iniqui- 7% %as 
ty. In this little member there is a great a_ . 
WL, 
world, viz. a world of ſm : ſuch as would gicole. 
be counted ſober, yet are drunk with oy 
G ny AA. Sen. 
| paſſion. Thetr prayers are cold, but their 
| anger hot. I hey ſpit fire as the Serpent 
doth poiſon. Fiery paſhons without 
Repentance, bring men to the feery 
| furnace. | 
3- They are violent for their /zſts, Tt. 
3.3.Serving divers lufts. Luſt 1s Srous inte 
| 6v-47, an inordinate deſire or impulſe, 
| provoking the ſoul to the gratifying its * 7:1: 
| carnal delires *, Ariſtotle calls them bry- ©9#=* 
FP . ſurt porte 
| tiſþ Inſts, becauſe when luſts are violent, 7,5; je 
| they will not let reaſon or conſcience 4445 a4 


be heard ; buta man is carried brutiſhly ke = 
tothe ſatisfying the fleſh *, mines. Au- 
fin. 


{ * 4 . . , : þ-4 
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am amit ; biigum aum uſquam in plantam acgIrirat 7 & num planta m 


| lipidem ? immo an wa ft que quautum poteſt, op emicet extra ſolum, 
ſe[rque in. auwras attollat ? denique, wio exiipte homiae , #u14uid tote 
mundo 0:currat, quol gratum ſuwn , quod db; nitatem nos accurate tide 
tw & yitiacat ? Morneus. 
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1, Men are violent for their drunken | 
Though death be in the cup, | 
they will drink it off. One having al- } 


luſts. 


molt loſt his eye-ſight,the Phyſician told 
him there was no cure for him, unleſs 
he would leave off his exceflive drink- 
10g ; then ſaith he, Farewel ſweet light - 
he would rather loſe his eye-fight than 
leave his drinking. 

2. They are violent for their clear 
Iuſts. Men are ſaid to bar: in luſts, Rom. 
1.27. The Apoſtle intimateth that 
Juſtis a kind of feaver. Feavouriſh heats 
are not more pernicious to the body, 
than luſt is to the ſou]. O what folly is it 
for a drop of pleaſure, to drink a Sea 
of wrath *, 


[nptates dum  _, — OP OR S ER 
ſuadetis ingyogt*i52 14 poſtea uſ7ue ad mortem anme punzits. Auſtin. 


3. They are violent for their oppreſ- | 
five luſts : who wrong and defraud | 
others, and by violence take away their | 


right. Inſtead of cloathing the naked, 
they make them who are cloathed 
naked. Thele birds of prey live upon 
rapine. They are cruel, as if with Ro- 
mls they had been ſuckled with the 
milk of Wolves. They ſmile at the 


curſes of the poor, and grow fat witk- 


their 
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| their tears. 


They have forgotten 
» Chriſt's caveat, Luk. 3. 14. Do violence 


! to n0 man, Ahab violently took away 
| Naboth's Vineyard, 2 King.21, 11. Hell 
' is taken by this violence, Prov. 4.17. 


Him that loveth violence God's ſoul hates, 
| 4. They are violent for their cove- 
| tow Juſts. Covetouſneſs is the ſoul's 
| droply, Amos 7. 2. Who pant after the 
| duſt of the earth. They compaſs Sea and 
{ Land to make mony their Proſelite *. 
; Their god is made of gold, and to it 
they bow down. Thoſe who bowed 
} down-on their- knees to drink of the 
: waters, were accounted nofit ſouldiers 
| for Gideon, Judg. 7.6, So are thoſe un- 


fit for Chritt, that ſtoop immoderately 
| to the love of earthly things. They who 
' are viglent for the world, what have 
they but the wind ? Eccleſ.5. 16. What 
profit hath he who hath laboured for the 
wind? The world cannot enrich the ſoul, 
it cannot remove pain. If pangs of con- 
ſcience come, the world can no more 


e | give comfort, than a Crown of Gold 
E 


E: 


Ir 


can cure the head-ach, 
4. It reproves them who have iz part 
H 4 left 


* Who drinktheWine of violence.T his wine 
| will turn to poiſon at laſt, Pſal. 11.5, 


* Magu 4s 
(1018 ſuſpt- 
cant quam 
- cielum. 
Minur. 
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left offthat holy ſtriftneſs and violence 
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in Religion as once they had. Their | 


fervour 1s cooled and abated. What 
they do 1s ſo little, that 1t cannot be 
called violence. They ſerve God, but 
are not fervent in ſpirit. They do not 
leave off duty, but they grow deadin 
duty. They have /eft their firſt love, 
* oz on- Rev,2.4. * It is with them as fire when 
*." .»;. it 1s going out; or as the Sun when it 
#0, j4 18 going down, Like aguiſh men, before 
mutun © they were in a Paroxiſm, or hot fit of 
-0r61:mi- Zeal z but now the cold fit hath taken 
#ſ:, iaquit them; they are formal and frozen in 
Ribera Religion. Time was when they caled 
the Sabbath a delight, Tja.58, 13, How 
were their hearts raiſed in duty | how 
diligently did they ſeek him nn 2p their 
ſoul loved! but now the caſe 1s altered; 
their Religion doth Janguiſh, and even 
vaniſh. Time was when they were in an 
Agony, and did ſend forth ſtrong cries 
inprayer. Now the Chariot wheels are 
pulled off, and the fpiric of prayer is 


ay —O ——— 


much abated. Their prayers do even | 
freeze between their lipsz a clear fign | 


of the decay of grace. Theſe perſons 


are grown both lethargical and con- 


ſumptive. 
| 1.Lethargical, 
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I. Lethargical, Cant. 5. 2. Ffleep, but 
my heart wakes. Though grace was alive 


' 1n her, her heart waked; yet ſhe was in 
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2 dull drowſie temper, 1 ſkeep. When 
the heart burns in fin, and cools in duty, 
it 15a (ure ſign of growing to a ſtupid 
lethargy. 

2. Conſumptive. There are two ſigns 


_ of perſons in a ſpiritual conſumption. 


i. When their defire after Chriſt 
and Heaven is not ſo ſtrong asit was. A 
conſumptive man's ſtomach decaies. 
Chriſtians have not ſuch violent af- 
feftions to heavenly things ; they can 
defire Corn and Wine, and the Juſcious: 
delights of the earth; but, Chriſt 1s 
leſs precious ; they are not in pangs of 
deſire after him, a ſad ſymptom their 


| grace 1s 1naconſ{umptiong _ 


2, When they are not ſo-viporous in 
motion. A man that ts lively and ſtir- 
ing at his work,-gt is a ſign he is in 
healthz but when hegss Hiſtleſs, and 
cares not to ſtir, or put his hand to any 


' thing; a ſign nature 1s declining. So 
| when men have no heart to that which 


15go00d, they care not to put themſelves 
upon the exerciſes of Religion ; they 
have loſt a ſpirit of aGivity for God 3 
| they 
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they ſerve him in a faint ſickly man- 
ner ; 'tis a fignthey are conſumptive. | 
When the pulſe can ſcarce be felt, it 
beats ſo low, men are near dying. $0 
when thoſe who were once violent for 
Heaven, but now we can ſcarce per- 
ceive any good in them, the pulſe beats 
* «pie Jow, grace is ready to dye, Rev. 3. 2.* 
«v%%; To you who have abated in your holy 
+1, Parxus, VIolence,and-are grown remiſs in duty, 
let me expoſtulatre with you, as the 
Lord did by the Prophet, Jer. 2. 5. 
What iniquity have your Fathers found in 
me £ at evil have you found #z God, 
that you leave off your former ftrict- 
neſs? Hath not God fcd you with Manna 
from above, and given you his holy 
Spirit to be your guide and comforter ? 
Hath he not made you ſwimin a Sea of 
mercy? What evil have you found in 
Prayer, that you are leſs violent in it ? 
Have not you had ſweet intercourſe 
with God? Have not you ſometimes 
been melted and enlarged, inſomuch 
that you have thought your ſelves in 
the ſuburbs of Heaven when you have 
been upon this Mount ? Hath not the 
Dove of prayer brought an Olive- 
- branch of peace in its mouth What 
Ev1l 
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evil have you found inthe Word? Time 
was when you did take this book and 
eat it, and it was hony in your month £ 
Hath the Word leſs virtue in it now ? 
Are the Promiſes like Aaroz's dry Rod 


withered and ſapleſs? What iniquity 


haye you found 7i# #he waies of God, 
that. you have abated your former vio- 
lence in Religion? O remember whence 
you are fallen and repemt, and do your firſt 
works, Rev.2.5. Contider ſeriouſly, 

I. Theleſs violence for Heaven, the 
leſs peace. Our conſciences are never 
at peace in a drowhle ſtate. It is the 
lively ating of grace makes the heart 
calm and ſerene. Theſe two go toge- 
ther, walking i= the fear of God, and in 
the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, As 9.31. 
Chriſtian, it once thou groweſt remiſs, 
in Religion, conſcience will chide. If 
thou belongelſt to God, he will never 
let thee be quiet, but will ſend ſome aft- 
fliction or other to awaken thee out of 
thy ſecurity, and make thee recover 
that active lively frame of heart as 


once thou hadlt. 


IO7 


2. You that grow more dead in God's 


ſervice, and leave your firit love, give 
creat advantage to Satan. The leſs vio- 
lent 


2, Branch, 


Reproof, 
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lent you are, the more violent he is ; the 
leſs you pray, the more he tempts: and 
what a caſe are you-now in? How can 
grace that is weak and ſickly withſtand 
violent temptations ? Hence It is God 
ſuffers his own people ſometimes to fall 
into fin, as a juſt puniſhment of their 
lukewarmneſs, and to make them more 
zealous and violent for the future. 
3. Your remiſneſs in Religion, though 
it may not damn you, it will dammage 
ou. You will loſe that degree of glo- 
ry, which elſe you might have had, 
Though your remiſneſs may not loſe 
your Crown, it will leflen it, and make 
it weigh lighter. 

4. The more lazy a Chriſtian's deſires 
are,the more lively his corruptions. The 
weaker the body grows, the ſtronger 
the diſeaſe grows. Ob therefore pray 
for quickning grace, 7/al. 143. I1. Beg 
freſh gales of the Spirit to blow upon 
you. Never leave till you have re- 
covered that holy violence which once 
you had. 

2. It reproves thoſe who have quite 
left off all violence : they have left off 
reading and praying in their family. 
There is not ſo much as a face of 
Religion 


| 
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Religion to be ſeen, they 


The goodly building of 
their profeſſion which 
others admired, now hath not one 
ſtone left upon another. 

But why do men thus run retrograde 
in their motion, and quite throw off that 
violence which they ſeem'd once tohave. 

I. Becauſe they never had a prin- 
ciple of ſpiritual life *. Things that 
move from a principle of life are con- 
ſtant, as the motion of the pulſe > but 
things artificial are apt to be at a ſtand, 
and their motion ceaſeth. As a clock 
when the weights are hung on goes, but 
take off the weights and it ſtands. So 
the Apoſtate never moved in Religion 


ParZus. 


theſe weights are taken off, he is at 
a {tand, he goes no further. That 
' branch muſt needs wither that hath no 
root togrow upon. 

2. Men throw off all violence, and 
| degenerate into Apoſtaſte, becauſe they 
| never did duties of Religion with Ge- 
| light. St. Parl delighted in the L aw of God 

in the inward man, Rom. 7. 22. It was 


his 


but for gain and applauſe ; and when 
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his Heaven to ſerve God. A man that 
delights inpleaſure will never give over: 
but.che Apoſtate never had any true de- 
light in the wales of God; he was ra- 
ther forced with fear, than drawn with 
love: he ſerved a Maſter that he never 
cared for 3 no wonder then he leaves 
his ſervice. 

3. Men degenerate into Apoſtaſie 
through unbelief, ?ſal. 78. 22. They be- 
lieved n0t in God, ver(. 41. They turned 
back and tempted God. Sinners have jea- þ 
lous thoughts of God, they diftruſt his | 
love; therefore deſerc his ſervice : they | 
think they may pray, and hear, and to 
no purpoſe, Mal. 3. 14. What profit i: | 
it that we have kept his Ordinances We | 
may draw near to God1n duty, but he| 
will never draw near to us 1n mercy. | 
Thus Uobelief and Atheiſth prevailing, | 
the livery of Religion is re 
thrown off, and all former violence for | 
Heaven ceaſeth. Infidelity is the Mo- 
ther of Apoſtaſe. 

4. Men leave off their former vio- 
lence, and prove Judaſſes and Devils be- 
cauſe they love ſomething elſe more 
than Religion. There 1s ſome luſt or | 
other their heart is engaged to, Ipd 


ther 
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their violence for fin hath deſtroyed 
their violence for Religion. Sohwar 
the great Turk, ſeeing many Chriſtians 
go over to Turciſm, he aſked them what 
th moved them to turn Turks ? They re- 
plyed, They did it to be eaſed of their 
Taxes. They were drawn from God 
through the prevalency of covetoul- 


re | neſs. If there be any luſt in the heart 


predominant, it will get head, and de- 
4 troy all former zeal for Religion. Abi- 
 meleck a Baſtard deftroyed threeſcore and 
| ten of his Brethren upon one ſtone, Judg. 
| 9. 50. If there be any luſt the hearc 
| runs after, this baſtard-fin will deſtroy 
| threeſcore and ten duties; it will mur- 
* der all that violence for Heaven which 
ne || 2 man did once leem to have. 
5. Men leaveofi former violence out 
| ofpuſillanimity: ifthey are violent in 
p! Religion, they fear they may loſe their 
| profits and preferments; nay, their 
' lives. Thecoward never yet won the 


J- : 

held. When carnal fear grows violent, 
w | all violence for Heaven 1s at an end. 
e- FE WE 
e | ncipiteſſe mals, qui timet eſe bonus — 
JC | 


Many of the Jews who were great fol- 


lowers 


4 
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lowers of Chriſt, when they ſaw the 


ſwords and ſtaves, left him, Prov. 29. 25, Þ 
In thefear of man there is a ſnare, Car- | 
nal fear makes in appear leſs than it is, F 


but danger greater. 


6. Menleave off violence for Heaven ): 


for want of patience, Senſible feeling 


of joy is with-held, and they have not | 


patience to ſtay for the full recompence 
of reward. Hypocrites are all for pre- 
ſent pay; and it they have not that ſud- 
denly which they defire, they bid adieu 
to Religion; and fay as that wicked 
King, 2 King. 6. 33. Why ſhould T wait 
for the Lord any longer? They confider 
not that God is a free Agent, and will 
diſpenſe his bleſſings in the fitteſt ſea- 
ſon, but they go to tye God up to their 


time. They forget that joy is a part of }; 


the reward, and would they have the 
reward and their work not yet finiſhed ? 
Doth the ſervant uſe to receive his pay 
before his work is done, Jam. 5.7. The 
Hwusbandman waits for the precious ſinits 
of the earth : he doth not look to fow 
and reap in a day. But Hypocrites are 
alwaies in haſtez they would reap joy, 
before they have done ſowing the ſeed 
of Repentance: and becauſe comfort 

1s 
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is a while deferred, they are offended ; 


| they will ſerve God no Jonger : their 


patience 1s at an end, therefore their 
violence 1s at an end. 

7. Men leave off holy violence, and 
degenerate into prophagepeſs, out of a 
juſt judgement of God, leaving them to 


| themſelves; they oft reſiſted the Spirit, 


and ſent it away ſad from them, and 


' nowas a juſt judgement, God ſaith, 14 


Spirit ſhall no longer ſtrive 5 and if this 
wind doth not blovy upon their fails, 
they cannot move. If this Sun with- 
draw from thei: climate, they muſt 
needs freeze 1n 1mpenitency. © They 
before ſinned againſt clear convictions ; 
they filenced conſcience, and God hath 


' ſeared it. And nowif an Angel ſhould 
| preach to them from Heaven, it would 
dothem no good. O how diſmal is this! 
| the thoughts of it may ſtrike us into an 
holy conſternation. Thus we ſee why 


men apoltatize and leave off their vio- 
lence for Heaven. 

Well, but what do they get by this? 
let us ſee what a = Apoſtates 


make. 
They proclaim their folly ; for all 


| their former violence for Heaven is 


I loſt. 
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loſt, He who runs half the race, andſ# , 
then faints, loſeth the Garland, Ezek,|? x 
18. 24. Whentherightcous turneth away|. : 


from his $7 3 all his righteouſneſi} þ 


that he hath done ſhall not be mentioned." 
All mens prayersand tears are loſt. The { 
Apoſtate unravels all that he hath been}}. \ 
doing. He is like a man that with a} ; 
penſil draws a curious picture, and then |} | 
comes with his ſpunge and wipes it outhÞ} 1 
again, Gal. 3. 4. Have ye ſufſered ſo many} ] 
things in vain ? Perhaps for Religion af « 
man hath ſuffered many a reproach and} 1 
affront ; and have ye ſuffered all thisin || * 
vain 2 Here 1sfolly rtadeed. 

It will be bitterneſs in the end, Jer. | 
2.19. Know therefore that it is an evil|; 
and bitter thing that thow haſt forſaken 
the Lord. Men by leaving oft their vio- | 
lence for Heaven, get a thorn in their || 
conſcience, a blot in their name, a curſe |! | 
in their ſouls. What got Jzdas by his | 
Apoſtafie but an halter? So that it will} 
be bitterneſs in the end. The Apoſtate 
when he dies drops as a windfall into 
the Devil's mouth. 

5. It reproves thoſe who put off 
this yiolence for the Kingdom rill old 
age, Whea they are fit tor no other 
work, 
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ndÞ} work, then they will begin this. No 
ek. man ſaith; I will learn my trade when I 
pay]; am old. It's imprudence for one to 
2! begin to work for Heaven, when he is 
ed. paſt his labour. There is a night of 
he# ficknefs and death coming, and our Sa- 
en}. viour ſaith, The night cometh when none 
| al} car work, Joh. 9.4. Sure a mancan 
| put forth but little vialence for Heaven 
ut | when old age, and old fins are upon him. 
"| Befides, how unworthy and difingenu- 
14 F ous 19 it, to give the Devil the flower of 
nd} youth! and God the dregs of old age ! 
1n Therefore God rejected Cairn's Sacri- 
fice, becauſe it was ſtale before he 
*r. | brought it, Gem. 4. 3- There 15 little 
vil, hope of their ſalvation, who are never 
ex || violent for Heaven, till their diſeaſe 

0- Þ grows violent. ſhe | 

irſ/ 6. It reproves thoſe that are ſo far 6. Branch. 
ſe]! from uſing this violence for Heaven, 
1s Y that they deride it. Theſe are your 
ll } zealous ones, 2 Pet. 3. 3. I the laſt daies 
te ] there ſhall be ſcoffers. Holy walking is 
0 j| become the obje& of derifion , P/al. 
69, 12. I am become the ſong of the 
drunkards. This ſhews a vile heart, 
There are ſorve, who thoughthey have 
no goodneſs themſelves, yet honour 
| I 2 nd them 
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them that are good. Herod reverenced} 

John Baptift. But what Devils are they 

who ſcoft at goodneſs, and reproach] 

others for doing that which God com- 

mands, This age produceth ſuch as fit 

in the chair of ſcorners, and throw their 

ſquibs at Religion. In Bohemia, when 5 

ſome of the Martyrs were the next dayſ] » 
to ſuffer, they comforted themſelves] 

with this, that this was their laſt Sup-|j * 

per, and to morrow they ſhould feaſt |} ! 

with Chriſt in Heaven ; a Papiſt ſtand- f 

iog by, aſked them in a jeer, if Chriſt Y* 

had any Cooks in Heaven to dreſs their 4 

Supper 2 Oh take heed of ſuch an . 

/ 
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Ihmael-ſpirit !It is a fign of a man given 
over to the Devil. God ſcorneth the 
ſcorner, Prov. 3. 34. And ſure he ſhall | 
never live with God, whoſe company | 
God ſcorns. 

7. Branch. 7+ It reproves them who inſtead of 
taking Heaven by force, keep it off by } 
force 3 as if they were afraid of being 
happy 3 or as if a Crown of glory would 
hurt them. Such are 

I, The z2orart, who ſhut their eyes 
againſt the light , and refuſe to be }. 
taught the way to Heaven, Hoſea 4. 6... 
Thou haſt rejeFed Knowledge. The Hebrevy'J 
word, 


« 
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word * ſignifies, toreject with diſdain. 
hey As I have read of a Scotch Biſhop, who 
ach thanked God be never knew what the Old 
[Rand New Teſtament was *. | wonder 
; {where that Biſhop took his text. 
cir 2: The prophane , who hate to be ad- 
ten} Poniſhed, and had rather die than re- 
layf, form, Amos 5. 10. They hate him that re- 
ves (rketh in the gate. Theſe keep off Hea- 
pj Ven by force. Such were thoſe, 4@s 
aft $ 73+ 46. Seeing you put away the Word 
qd. fo you. The Greek word may be 
if} | 1<ndred, ſeeing you ſhuff jt away with 
your ſhoulders. As if a fick man ſhould 
bolt out the Phyſician, left he ſhould 
n | cure him, Job 21. 14. Who ſay wnto the 
t, | Almighty depart from w.God is loth to be 
T | gone 3 he wooes and beſeecheth ſinners 
y | *9 accept of terms of mercy ; he is loth 
to be gone, but finners will have him 
gone; They ſay to him, depart, May 
| not we ſay to theſe, quis effaſcinavit 2 
who hath bewitched you £ What madneſs 
beyond Hyperbole is this, that =_ 
ſhould not only forſake mercy,but fight 
againſt it 3 as if there were danger in 
going to Heaven. Theſe who put away 
F ſalvation from them, are felo de ſe, they 
\Y do wilfully periſh; they would not 
4. I 3 hear 
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hear of any thing that ſhould ſave them, 
Were it not a ſad Epitaph to be written 
upon a man's Tomb-ſtone, Here lies 
one that murdered himſelf 2 This if | 
the condition of deſperate ſinners, theyſi 
keep off Heaven by force they arey , 

| 


ſelf-murderers. Therefore God writezſ|l 
their Epitaph upon their grave, Hoſea|? 
13.9. O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy 
felf | 

3. Let us then examine whether weſ. 
put forth this holy violence forHeaver? 
What is an empty Profeſſion without} 
this? like a Lamp without Oyl. Let us} 
all aſk ourſelves, what violence do we 
uſefor Heaven? 
1. Do we ſtrive with our hearts to 
getthem into an holy frame ? How didſ' 
David awaken all the powers of his 
feul to ſerve God, Pſal. 57. 8. © my ſelf 
will awake early. The heart is like al; 
Bell that is along while a raiſing. 

2. Dowe ſettime apart to call our 
ſelves to account, and try our evi- 
dences for Heaven, Pal. 7 7.6. 24y Spirit 
made diligent ſearch. Do we take our 
hearts as a Watch all in pieces, to ſee f 
what is amiſs and mend it. Are we cu- þ 
riouſly inquiſitive into the ſtate of our | 
| ſouls? 
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ſouls ? Are we afraid of painted 
grace, as of painted happineſs? 

'3- Dowe ule violence in prayer ? 
Is there fire in our ſacrifice 2 Doth the 
wind of the Spirit filling our ſails, cauſe 


# groans anutterable £ Rom. 8. 26. Do we 
{ pray in the morning as if we were to 
; die at night? 


4. Do we thirſt for the living God? 


| Are our fouls big with holy deſires, 


; Pſal. 73. 25. There is none upon earth 
'Þ ay ſoul deſires beſides theeÞ Do we 
| defire holineſs as well as Heaven? Do 


we defire as much tolook like Chriſt, 
as to live with Chriſt? Is our defire 


' conſtant ? Is this ſpiritual pulſe ever 


beating ? 

5. Are we ſkilled in ſel{-denial ? Can 
we deny our eaſe, our aims, our 1n- 
tereſt ? Can we croſs our own will to 
fulfill God's? Can we behead our be- 
loved fin? to pluck out #he right eye 
requires violence. 

6. Are we lovers of God? it is not 
how much we do, but bow much we 
love. Doth love command the caſtle of 


{ ourhearts? Doth Chriſt's beauty and 


ſweetneſs conſirain w £ 2 Cor. 5. 14. 


{ Do we love God more than we fear 


Hell ? I 4 7, Do 
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7. Do we keep our ſpiritual watch? WT 
do we ſet ſpies inevery place, watching |f 
our thoughts , our eyes, our tongues ? : | 
When we have prayed againſt fin, do jj 
we watch againſt temptation? The i, 
Jews having ſealed the ſtone of Chriſt's F 
Sepulchre, ſet a watch, Matth. 27.66, |: 
After we have been at the Word, or ||, 
Sacrament (that ſealing Ordinance) do || 
we ſet a watch ? 

8. Dowepreſs after further degrees | 
of ſanity ? Phzl, 3. 13. Reaching forth | 
* Toi #u- wnto thoſe things which are before *. A} 
SyenT. . good Chriſtian is a wonder; heis the i 

moſt contented, yet the leaſt ſatisfied ; 
he is contented with a little of the 
world, but not ſatisfhed with a little 
grace ; he would till have more Faith, | 
and be anointed with freſh Oyl. Panl de- |; 
fired to attain unts the reſurrefion of the } 
dead, Phil. 3.11, thatis, he endeavour- 
ed (if pofflible) to arrive at ſuch a | 
meaſure of grace as. the Saints ſhall | 
have at the ReſurreCtion. | 
9. Is there an holy emulation in us? | 
do wg labour to out-ſhine others in 
Religion? To be more eminent for j 
love and good works? 
Homer.Il, *AN' 6 d' dvig 69am ot wd/[ov Yuutra: dos. 
Do 


Heaven taken by Storm. 121 


h?. Do we ſomething which is fingular 2 : 
ing 8 Matth. 5. 47- What do jou more than 
vg 2 others * 2 

do |; 

"he | 
[t's 
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10. Are we got aboye the world? qud nai 
though we walk on Earth, do we trade 9+ bez 


6. 8 139. 17. 1 am ſtill with thee, This re- 


Or | 


do | 


in Heaven? Can we fay as David, Bfal. 


uires violence ; for motions upward 
are uſually violent. 
11. Do welet our ſelves alwaies un- 


der God's eye? Pal. 16. 8. I have ſet 
; the Lord alwaies before me. Do welive 


; ſoberly and godly, remembring what- 


ever we are doing, our Judge looks 
on. 

If- it be thus with us, we are happy 
perſons. This is the holy violence the 


| text ſpeaks of, and is the right way of 
taking the Kingdom of God. And ſure- 
| ly neverdid Noah fo willingly put: forth 
his hand to receive the Dove into the 
* Ark, as Jeſus Chriſt will put forth his 


hand to receive us into Heaven. 


4. It exhorts all Chriſtians to this Uſe 4-Ex- 
hortation. 


holy violence for Heaven. But before 
I preſs the exhortation, let me remove 
ſome Objections that may be made 
againſt this bleſſed violence. 


I. But we have no power of our 
ſelves 


Objed. I. 


Anſv». 
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ſelves to ſave our ſelves ? you bid us be 
violent, as if you ſhould bid a man tied 
faſt in fetters to walk, | 

 *Tis true, we cannot till grace 
come, eficcually operate to onr own 
ſalvation. Before converſion we are 
purely paſſivez and when God bids us 


t 
[1 


gd « 


F 
4 


convert and turn, this is to ſhew us" ' 
what we oxght to do, not what we can 
do. Yet let us do quoad poſſe, what we if 
are able. 1 
rt. We have power to avoid thoſe 
Rocks, which will certainly ruine our | 
ſouls 3 I mean, groſs ſims. Aman needs 
not be in bad company 3 he needs not 
ſwear, or tellalye; nor would he doit 
if it were by Law death to ſwear an 
Oath. | 
2, We have power to put our ſelves | 


+ AIRESRES af jy" 


upon the uſe of means, praying, reading, | 
' holy conferences this will condemn | 


men at the laſt day; they do not a@ fo | 
vigorouſly in their ſphere as they 
might z they do not uſe the means, and F' 
try whether God will givegrace. God | 
will come with that filencing queſtion 
at laſt, Why didſt not thou put my mony to 
#he Exchangers? Matth. 25. 17. Why 
didſt not thou' improve that power I 
gave thee? 2, Though 
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. 2, Though we have not power to 
ſave ourſelves, yet we muſt purſue af- 


7 ter ſalvation, becauſe God hath made a 
promiſe of grace, as well as to grace. He 


ath promiſed to circumciſe our hearts ; 
toput his Spirit within #5; to inable ug 


7 to walk in his ſtatutes, Ezek. 36. 27. So 
” that by prayer we are to put the bond 
7 in ſuit, and to preſs God with his own 


promiſe. Though I will not ſay with 


7 the Arminians, upon our endeavour 


God is bound to give grace); yet he is 


/ not wanting to them that ſeek his 


grace: * Nay, he denies his grace to ' 2: 


! none but them that wilfully refuſe it. 


Pſal. 81. 1 1. Iſrael would none of me. 


lentibus non 
aerſt. 


2, But this offering violence is hard, 06jed. 2. 


& I ſhall never be able togo thorow it. 


Admit it be hard, yet it isa duty, and Rep. 1. 


there 1s no diſputing _ God hath 


made the way to Heaven hard. 


+. To try our Obedience. A child obeys _ 
| his Father, though he command him 

+ hard things. Peter's obedience and love 
was tryed when Chriſt bade him come 


to himupon the water. 

God doth it that he may raiſe the 
price of heavenly things. Were the 
Kingdom of glory eaſily obtained, we 
. ſhould 


£3 
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ſhould not have valued it to its worth. | 
Such isour nature, that we flight things | 
which are eafily come by. If Pearls | 
were common, they would ſoon fall in | 
their price. If Chriſt and Heaven | 
might be had without violence, theſe | 
bleflings of the firſt magnitude would | 
not have been had in ſuch high vene. | 
ration. ; 

But let not the difficulty be obje&ed. | 
What though ſalvation-work be hard. 

I. Isit not harder tolye in Hell? is | 
not ſuffering vengeance worſe than of- 
fering violence ? 

2, We do not argue fo in other 
things. An eſtate is hard to come by, 
therefore we will fit {till : No, difficul- 
ty doth the more whet and ſharpen our 
indeavour; and if we take ſuch pains 
for theſe inferiour things, how ſhould F 
we for that which is more noble and | 
' ſublime ! the profit will abundantly 
countervail the labour. 

3. Though the buſineſs of Religion 
at firſt ſeems hard, yet when once we 
are entredinto it, it is pleaſant. When 
the wheels of the ſoul are oiled with 
grace, now a Chriſtian moves in Reli- 
gion with facility & delight, Rome. 7.22. 
I delight 
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th. x delight mm the Law of God in the inward 
8 | warn, Chrilt's yoak at the firſt putting 
/ on ſeems heavy z but when once 1t 1s 
1}! on, it is eaſte. To ſerve God, to love 
NE God, to enjoy God,is the ſweeteſt free- 
le F Jom in the world. The Poets {ay, the 
Id * top of Olympws 1s alwaies quiet *, The * Onyi 
5 | firſt climbing up the rocky hill of Hea- |," 
: venishard to fleſh and blood ; but when que, 
d. Þ weare gotten up towards the top, there 
is peace and delight 3 we ſcea pleaſant 
proſpect, and are ready to cry out as 
| Peter on the Mount of transfiguration, 
It is good to be here, What hidder: 
' Mannado we now find! this 1s the an- - 
' ticipation or foretaſt of glory. 
3. Butif I put my ſelf upon this vio- Ohjece, 3, 
Tent exerciſe in Religion, then I ſhall 
loſe that pleaſure I have in my ſin, my 
” mirth and melody, and I ſhall exchange 
: delight for labour; and ſo I ſhall beno 
more Naomi, but Marah. Voluptuous 
perſons ſpeak as the Fig-tree in the Pa- 
' rable, Judg. 9. Shall I leave my fatneſs 
and ſweeineſs, all my former pleaſures, 
and now ofter violence to Heaven, live 
' a {tri& mortified life ? this crotleth the 
| ſtream of corrupt nature. 
+ Leave the pleaſure 1n fin. The Scri- 4nſw. r. 
pture 
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pture doth ſo deſcribe fin, that cngjn' 
would think there ſhould belittle pleas 
ſure in it. The Scripture calls it, 
' 1, *Og#anue a debt. Sinis compared tape 
a debt of ter thouſand talents, Matth$) 
18. 24. Atalent of gold among the He 
brews, was valued at almoſt four thou 
ſand pounds. Ten thouſand talents i 
a figurative ſpeech, to expreſs hoy 
great a debt fin is; and do you callÞvl 
this a pleaſure ? is it any pleaſure for alc 
man to be in debt? Ip 
2. The Scripture calls fin a diſeaſeyo 
Iſa. 1,5. The whole head is ſick, Is it any” 
pleaſure to be fick? Though all do notÞf 
feel this ſicknels, yet theleſs the diſtem-|}t 
per 1sfelt, the more mortal. | 
3. The Scripture compares fin ih 


Gall and Wormwood, Dent. 29, 18. It 
breeds a bitter worm in the conſcience. 
What a worm did Spira feel? Sin ſtings 
a man with wrath, Joh. 3. 34. And dof 
you call this a pleaſure ? ſure you put} 
bitter for ſweet, Iſa. 5. 20. 
2, The _—_— of ſin do gratifie only 
the ſenfitive part of man, not the ra- þ 
tional, Pleaſures are called carnal, be- 
cauſe they delight only the body. How 
ablurd was that ſpeech of the rich man !: 
m | 
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ouFeel any delight in them. Though bis 
s igÞarns were full, his ſoul was empty. 
10w}T herefore when Satan tells thee.if thou 
callÞuſeſt violence for Heaven, thou wilt 
Ir a/Jlaſe all thy pleaſures : alk him, what 
{pleaſures are they Satan ? ſuch as pleaſe 
aſe,yonly the ſenſes, they do not delight 
nyſ{the mind ; they do not comfort the con- 
zotÞ ſcience they are ſuch delights wherein 
m-jthe bruit creatures do exceed me. 

! 3. Theſe ſugred pleaſures in ſin the 
ne, ſaith are but #g%«ye, for & 


ItÞ ſeaſow, Heb, 11, 25. like fire in ſtraw 
e, 7 which makes a blaze, bur is preſently 
$ out, 1 Joh. 2.17. The world paſſeth away, 
| and the luſis thereof. It paileth away 
ſwiftly as a ſbip under fail. Worldly 
pleaſures periſh in the wſimg; like a fly- 
ing ſhadow, or flaſh of lightning 3 and 
} are theſe to be preferred before an eter- 
- | nal weight of glory ? 

7 | 4 Theprelent ſweetneſs which is in 
2 © Gn will turn to bitterneſs at laſt. Like 
the 


I27 


- cnn the Goſpel, when he was ſpeaking of 
pleaþis ſtore of goods, and his barns being 

ll, Sowl, take thine eaſe, Luke 12.19. 
d tHe might have faid more properly, Body 
atthFake thine eaſe ; for his ſoul was never 
Hehe better for his riches, nor could it 
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the Book the Prophet eat, Ezek. 3. 2, 


Sweet in the mouth, but bztter in theſ 
belly. Hony is ſweet, but it turns tof 
cholar. Sinis a ſweet poiſoz: *, it delights] 
the pallat, but torments the bowels, 

When once the finner's eyes come to bef- 
opened at death, and he feels ſome} 
ſparks of God's wrath in his conſcience, | 
then he will cry out for horrour, and 

be ready to lay violent hands upon 

himſelf. We may ſay of the pleaſures of 


- fin, as Solomon of wine, Prov. 23. 32.| 


Look mot on the wine when it is red, when | 
2t ſhews its colour in the glaſs, afterward: 

it bites like a Serpent *, So look not on| 
the ſmiling pleaſures of fin; be not de-F 
lighted with its beauty, but affrighted| 


. : - o&) 
SEO PaTHELIY GIK Hm with its ſting ? Do the | 


cas, Ti Ta. 0,0v KEKOs £7 damned in Hell feel any | 
aq djpapliz *y G9fepey pleaſure now in their { 
—_—— fins? Hath their cp off 


wrath one drop of hony init ? Oh re-F 
member, after the golder Crowns, and 
womens hair, come the Lion's teeth, 
Rev. 9. 8, Thus I have anſwered the} 
firſt part ofthe ObjeQion 3 I ſhall loſe þ 
all my pleaſures in fin. 

If I put forth this violence 1n Reli- | 
gion, I ſhall exchange my delight for | 
labour. | 
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Hbour. I muſt dig a way through the 


Rock, and while | work I muſt weep. 
| Reſp. Though you muſt uſe violence, 
yet it is a ſweet violence 3 it is a labour 


| | turned into delight, Pſal. 138. 5. They 
_ ſhall ſing in the waies of the Lord. To ſend 


out faith asa ſpy to view the heavenly 


| Canaan, and pluck a bunch of Grapes 
there; what delight is here? Rom.15.13. 


Joy in believing, To love God(in whom 


| all excellencies are combined) how 
| fweetisit, To love beauty is delight- 

| ful. To walk among the promiſes as 
| among beds of ſpices, and taſte the 


fruit, oh how pleaſant! The labour 
of a Chriſtian brings peace of con- 


| ſcience, and joy inthe Holy Ghoſt. 


—Sed juvat ipſe labor —— 


| And whereas it is ſaid that this holy 
violence takes away our joy, and while 


we work we muſt weep; I anſwer, a 
Chriſtian would not be without theſe 
tears. The tears of a Saint (faith Ber- 


| ward) have more true joy in them, than 


all worldly delights, The 0yl of joy 1s 


* for mourners, 7/a. 61. 3. 


4. I would uſe this violence for 
K Heaven, 
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Heaven, bur I ſhall expoſe my ſelf to the 
cenſure and ſcorn of others. They will 
wonder to ſee me loaltered, and think 
ir-oothing but a religious phrenſie. 
Conſider who mn thee; they 
are the wicked * ; ſuch a 
if Chriſt were alive on 
earth, would reproach 
him. They are blinded 
by the God of the world, 2 Cor. 4. 4. 


It is asif a blind man ſbould reproach a 


beautiful face. 


2. What do they reproach thee for ?| 


'tis for offering violence to Heaven. Is 


It a diſgrace tobe labuuring for a King-| 


dom ? Tell them thou art doing the 
work that God hath ſet thee about. Bet- 
ter they ſhould reproach thee for work- 
ing in the Vineyard, than God damn 
thee for not working. 

3- Jeſus Chriſt was reproached for 
thy ſake, Heb. 12. 2. He endured the 
ſhame of the Croſs; ard wilt not thou be 
contented to bear reproaches for him ? 
Theſe are but the chips of the Crols, 
which are rather to be deſpiſed than 
laid to heart. 

If Iuſe this holy violence, and turn 
religious, then I ſhall loſe ſuch yearly 
profits 
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profits which my fin hath brought in. 
As AmaZiah ſaid, What fhall T do for the 
| bundred Talents 2 2 Chron. 25. 9g. 

Is there any profit in fin? did ever Rep, z, 
ley any one thrive upon that trade ? by 
1-Þ that time you have caſt up the reckon- 
olf ing you will find bur little profit. 
ch} 1. By the incomes that fin brings in, 
ed thou treaſureſt up vengeance, Aom.2.5, 
4-8 While thou putteſt unjuſt gain in the 
" af bag, God puts wrath in his violz and 
{ will you call this profit ? 


r? 
Is "Egyov «v7 db 4wv Yarsany 6 9401x407 4ju01Þny: , Heſiod; 
= | 


nefl Whatever mony a nan pets in a finful 
t-E way, he muſt pay intereſt for it in hell. 
L- 2. That cannot be for thy profit, 
nf which makes thee come ofi a loſer at 

laſt. Thou loſeſt Heaven and thy ſoul; 
r and what can countervall this loſs ? 
fl What is a man profited if he gain the 
EV whole world, and loſe his own ſoul £ 
?Þ Matth. 16.26. God (faitit Chryſoſtom) 
, | hathgiyen amantwo eycs 3 It he lole . 

one, he hath another ; but he hath but 

one ſoul, and if that be loſt, he is un- 
NF done for ever. 


7 But Ihave ſo much buſineſs in the OWE 6; 


ne 
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Reſp. 2. 


Reſp. 3. 
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world, thatI can find no time for this | 
holy violence. As the King of Macedon | 
ſaid, when they preſented him with a | 
book treating of Happineſs, # y0d{v, Tam | 
not at leiſure. 
See the folly of this objetion, what | 
1s the main buſineſs of life, but looking 
after the ſoul? and for men to ſay they | 
are ſo immerſed inthe world, that they | 
cannot mind their ſouls, is moſt abſurd 
and Irrational. This 1s to make the 
greater = way to the leſſer. As if an 
Huſbandman ſhould ſay, he 1s ſo bufie in 
avgling, orlooking after his Bees, that 
he hath no time to plow or ſow. What 
1s his occupation but plowing ? Such a 
madneſs is it to hear men ſay, they are 
ſo taken up about theworld, that they | 
have no time for their ſouls. | 
Could God find time to think of thy} 
{jalvation? could Jeſus Chriſt find time 
to come into the world, and be here 
above thirty years in carrying on _ 
great deſign of thy Redemption, and |] 
canſt thou find no time to look after it? 
Is the getting a little mony that which if 
obſtruas this violence for Heaven ? ThyF 
mony periſh with thee. | 
Canſt thou find time for thy body ?þ 
time 
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time tocatand ſleep? and not find time 
for thy ſoul 2 canſt thou find time to 
ewploy about thy recreation ? and nv 
time to employ about thy falvation? 
canſt thou find time for idle viſits > and 
no time to vifit the Thrane of Grace ? 

Oh take heed thou goeſt not to Hell 
inthe croud of worldly buſineſs. Joſh, 
who was a Commander of an Army, 
yet his work as a Souldier was not to 
hinder his work as a Chriſtian : he muſt 
pray as well as fight; and take the Book 
of the Law 1n his hand, as well as the 
Sword, Job. 1. 8. 

Thou, whoſoever thou art that makeſt 
this Objection about worldly buſineſs, 
let me atk thee, doſt thou think in thy 
conſcience that this will be a good ex- 
cuſe at the laſt day, when God ſhall aſk 
thee, why did(t thou not take pains for 
Heaven? thou ſhalt ſay, Lord, I was fo 
ſteeped in worldly buſineſs, that I was 
hindered. Wereit a good plea for a 
ſervant to ſay to his Maſter, he was fo 
drunk that he could not work ? Truly, 
'tis much like thine, to ſay, thou wert 
ſo drunk with the cares of the world. 
that thou couldeſt not be violent for 


the Kingdom. 
K 3 Having 


134 


Alotive 1. 


Heaven taken by Storm. 


Having anſwered theſe Objedions, ſt 
let me reaſſume the exhortation, prel- 
ſing all Chriſtians to this violence for B® 
the heavenly Kingdom, As David's |P* 
three Worthies ventured their lives, 
and brake thorow the hoaſt of the P4;- 8 
liſtims for water, 2 Sam. 23. 16: Such a | 
kind cf violence muſt we uſe, breaking,| 
through all dangers for obtaining the 
water of life. * 

1. Coniidder the deplorable condi- 
tion we are 1n by nature; a ſtate of mi- |, 
ſery and damnation 3 therefore what 
violence ſhould we uſeto get out of it ! 
Were one plunged into quickſands, | 
would he not ute violence to get out? | 
Sinis a quickſand, and is it not wiſdom | 
to extricate our ſelves out ? David be- | 
ing encowpaſled with enemies, ſaid, His '! 
ſoul was among Lions, Pſal. 57.4. *'Tis t- 
true in a ſpiritual ſenſe, our foul is 
among Lions. Every (in 1s a Lion that | 
would devour us, and if we are in the * 
Lion's Den, ſhall we not uſe violence to | 
get out ? The Angels uſed violence to 
Lot; they laid hold on him, and pulled 
him out of Sodom, Gen. 19.16. Such Þ 
violence muſt be uſed to get out of the | 
ſpiritual Sodom, It 1s no lafety to | 
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ſtay in the enemies quarters. 


means we may arrive at happineſs. Im- 


poſſibility deſtraies endeavour : but 


here is a door of hope opened. Thething 


.' Ris feahble. It is not with us as with the 


{damned in Hell ; there is a tomb-itone 


{in our ears, while the Spirit of Grace 
: breathes on us, and we are on this (ide 
; thegrave; there 1sgreat hope that by 


ablolute impoſiibility of falvarion is on- 
' Iy for them who have ſinned the (in 


| againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and cannot re- 


| pent, but who theſeare is a ſecret ſeal- 


; edupin God's Book : elfe here is a great 


encouragement to all tobe ſerious and 


; earneſt in the matters of eternity, be- 
- cauſe they are yet in a capacity ot mer- 


cy, no final ſentence is already palled 
God hath not yet taken up the draw- 
bridge of mercy. Though the gate of 
Paradiſe is/trazt, yet itis not (hurt. This 
ſhould be as Oylto the wheels, to make 
us lively and active in the bufineſs of 
ſalvativn. Therefore as the Huſband- 
K 4 


2. It is poſſible that in the uſe of More 2, 


holy violence we may win Para liſe. An 


® 


3. Motivc. 


| trade, toſerve him and fave our ſouls. 
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man plows in hope, James 5. (ſo we ſhould 
pray in hope 3 do all our work for Hea- 
ven in hope; for the white flag of mer- 
cy is yet held forth. So long as there 
was Corn to be had in Egypt, the Sons 
of Jacob would not fit ſtarving at home, } 
Gez2. 42.3. So there is a Kingdom to be 
obtained; therefore let us not lit ſtarye- 
1og1n our fins any longer. 

This violence for Heaven is the grand 
buſineſs of our lives : what did we 
come into the world for elſe? we did 
not come hither only to eat and drink, 
and wear fine cloaths ; but the end of 
our living 1s, to be violent for the 
Kingdom of glory. Should the body 
only be tended, this were to trim the 
ſcabbard, and let the blade ruſt : to 
preſerve the lumber, and let the child | 
be burnt. God ſends usinto the world | 
as a Merchant ſends his Faftor to trade 
for him beyond the Seas. So God 


ſends us hither to follow a ſpiritual 


It we ſpend all our time axt alind agen- 
do, ant nihil, indreſſing and pamperipg 
our bodies, or 1dle viſits, we ſhall give 
but a ſad account to Ged, when he thall 
ſend us a letter of ſummons by death, * 
and 
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and bid us give an account of our 
Stewardſhip, Were not he much to be 
blamed that ſhould have a great deal of 
Timber given him to build him an 
houſe, and he ſhould cut out all this 
brave Timber into chips ? Juſt ſais the 
caſe ofmany 3 God gives them precious 
time in which they are to provide for a 
Kingdom, and they waſte this time of 
life, and cut it out all into chips. Let 
this excite violence 1n the things of 
God ; it is the main errand of our 
living here ; ſhall we go out of the 
world and forget ourerrand ? 
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4. How violent are the wicked in 4 Move. 


wates of fin! violent for their malici- 
ous luſts, Prov. 1. 16. Their . feet 
rus to evil *. Violent 
for their unclean luſts. 
Amnon offered violence 
to his Siſter; he would 
have his luſt, though it colt him his life. 
Sinners tire out themſelves 1n the De- 
vil's drudgery, Jer. 9. 5+ They weary 
themſelves to commit iniquity. They are 
out of breath with (in, yet not out of 
love with fin, Jer. 50.38. They are mad 
upon ther Idols, So violent were the 
fews, that they would ſpare nocoſt in 


tis, Carrwsr. 


* Lrod utroque pride 8: unturs 
notatir G* feſtinatio & mpee 


their . 
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their Idolatrous worſhip, 1/2. 46. 6 
They laviſh gold out of the = So fierce- 
ly were they bent upon Idolatry, that 
they would ſacrifice their Sons and 
Daughters to their [dol gods, Jer.32.35. 


{Ol 
W 
len 
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They built the high places of Baal to cauſe | 


their Sons and Daughters to paſs thorow | 


the fire. Were men thus violent for 


their luſts and Idols 3 and ſhall not we | 


be violent for a Kingdom? Nay, you 
that are now ingrafted into Chriſt, how 
violent perhaps have ſome of you been 
formerly in evil? how did you once 
ſpend your ſelves in a ſinful way ! like 
Paul, who before his converſion breathed 
out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the 
Diſciples of the Lord, AG, 9. 1. Perhaps 
you have been violent in drawing 
others to ſin, you have been tempters 
to them; and perhaps ſome of them 
whom you have ſeduced tofin, are now 
crying out of you in Hell, and laying, 
They had never come there if it had 
not been for your example; ſhould not 
the conſideration of this humble you ? 
ſhould not this make you the more vio- 
lent in Religion, that you may bring 
ſome glory to God before you die ? 
ſhould not you be as induſtrious to fave 
({ouls, 
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'» 6+ fouls, as you have been to damn them ? 
CE. fWere you to live to the age of Methuſa- 
that lw, you could never do God ſervice 
ſuficient for the diſhonour you have 
* Fdone to him. 
' 5. This holy violence hath much de- 
ow [light mingled _—_ it, Prov. 3.17. AU 
Or | ber waies are pleaſantneſs., Though the 
ve | way of Religion hath thorns in it (in 
2 | reſpect of perſecution) yer it is full of 
W | Roſes, in reſpe& of that inward peace 
-N | 2nd content that the ſoul finds in it. 
e | Amanis violent at his recreation ; but 
© | there is an inward delight he takes in 
4 | it which ſweetens that violence. St. Paul 
e | made.Religion his recreation, Kone. 
S Þþ 7. 22. 1 delight in the Law of God after 
3 | the inward man. [In the Greek owidoyar, 
* | I take pleaſure; not only Heaven it ſelf 
| | is delightful, but the way thither. 
| Whatraviſhing delight hath a gracious 
ſoul in prayer! ſa. 56. 7. I will make 
them joyful in the houſe of prayer. What 
delight in holy contemplation! A Chri- 
ſtian hath ſuch illapſes of the Spirit, 
| and meets With ſuch eransfigurations of 
ſoul, that he thinks himſelf half in Hea- 
ven. Serving of Godis like gathering 
{ of Spices, or Flowers, wherein there is 
| ſome 
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ſome labour, but the laboug is recom. 
penſed with delight. The way of fir 
hath bitterneſs in it. The Bears while 
they lick the honey,are ſtung with the 
Bees. So while men are following their 
luſts, they have checks of conſcience, 
which are a foretaſt of Hell. Better 
want the honey, than have this ſting, 
But the violence for. Heaven is ſpiced 
with ſuch joy, that it is not labour, but 
pleaſure. 

6. This violence and activity of 
Spirit in Religion, puts a luſtre upon a 


Chriſtian, The more excellent any 


thing 1s, the more active. The Sun 1s2 
glorious creature, as a Gyant zt ran 
zts Race, Pſal. 19. 5. Fire, the nobleſt 
element, ſparkles vigorouſly. The An- 
gels are deſcribed with wings, 1/a, 6. 2, 
whichis an emblem of their ſwift obe- 


dience. The more violent weareinRe- | 


ligion, the more Angelical we are. 


7. How violent was Chriſt about our 
ſalvation ! he was in an Agony 3 he cor- | 
tinned all night in prayer, Luke 6. 12. 


He wept, he faſted, he died a violent 
death; he roſe violently out of the 
grave. Was Chriſt ſo violent for our 


{alvatiop, and doth it not become us to 
be 


| 
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-[þhe violent, who are ſo nearly con- 


cerned in it 2 Chriſt's violence was not 
only ſatisfactory, but exemplary. It was 
not only to appeaſe God, but to teach 
us. Chriſt was violent in dying, to 
| teach us to be violent in believing. 


maineth a reſt for the people of God. In- 
deed, there is I 


tend toreſt : they who are violent 1n a 
way of fin, ſhall never have reſt, Revel. 
4.8. They reſt not day and night. Such 
as are graceleſs, ſhall be reſtleſs. But 
the violence a Chriſtian takes, leads to 
reſt. As the weary Traveller fits down 
at night and reſts him, Pſal. 116. 7, Re- 
turs to thy reſt O my ſoxl. Holy violence 
is like the flying of Noah's Dove to the 
Ark, where it found reſt. 


9. If we uſe what violence we are ,, jyprive: 


able, God will help us, Phil. 2. 12. 1t is 
God who worketh in you both towill and to 
do. The Spirit helps us in prayer, and 
lo proportionably 1n all other duties of 
Religion, Rom. 8, 26. The Promiſeen- 
courageth, and the Spirit enableth. In 
all earthly Races a man runsin his own 
{trevgth ; but in the Race to Heaven 

we 


x 
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8. This holy violence bripgs Reſt * ; 8, Motive: 
'F motion tends toreſt, Heb. 4.9. There re- 


Omnis + , 
Motus ttt= 
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a motion which doth not :». 
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we have the Spirit of God helping us ;|t! 
he not only gives us the Crown, when|#C 
we have done running ; but he giveth 
us legs to run; he gives exciting and aſ-[Þc 
fiſting grace 3 the Spirit of God helping, |? 
makes our work eafie. If another helpy w] 
tocarry a burden, it is leſs difficult: [ft 
the Loadſtone draw the Iron, it 1s not 
hard for the Iron to move. It the Spirit 
of God, as a divine Loadſtone, Bs 
and move the heart in obedience 3 now 
the work goes on with more facility. fc 

10. Motive 10. This bleſſed violence in Reli-|| 
gion, would be preventive of much | 
ſ1n. While men are idle 1n the Vine-| 
yard, they are a prey to every tempta- h 
tion. We do not ſow our ſeed in fallow | P 
ground ; but Satan doth ſow moſt off * 
his ſeed of temptation in hearts that lye þ? 
fallow. When he ſees perſons unimploy- 
ed, he will find. them work to do he 
will ſtir them up to one lin or other, 
Matth. 13.25. While men ſlept, the enc- 
my ſowed tares, When Satan finds men 
in a drowſie condition, their ſleeping 
time is his tempting time 5 but by holy 
violence we preventthe Devil's deſign 3 
we are (o buſied about ſalvation, that 
we have no leiſure to liſten toatemprta- 

tion 
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 usz|tion- St. Mierom gave his friend this 
phen(advice, to be alwaies well employed, 
riVes that when Satan came with a temptation 
{ a.Jbe might find him — in the Vine- 
ing, yard. When the Bird is tiying it is ſafe, 
elpſwben 3t fits ſti]] on the bough, then 
2 [fit is in danger of being ſhot. When a 
not|Chriſtian &ts ſtil], and is unaGtive, now 
iriejthe Devil ſhoots lum with his fiery 
raw darts. 
owl 12. Thefolly of ſuch as are violent 
. [for the world, but not for the Kingdom 
-[j. above. Alas, how infipid are all theſe 
ich | things that we lay out our ſweat and 
ne. | violence upon, they will not make us 
-2- | happy... King Solomor did as it were 
w [put all the creatures into a limbeck, 
of Þ and (till out the quinteſlence of them, 
ye | 20d behold all was vanity, Eccleſ. 2.8. 

1. Theſe earthly things that we ſo 


r, | vocertain whether we ſhall get them. 
e- | All that are Suitors to a Virgin do not 
n | ſpeed. All that come toa Lottery have 
g [nota prize. | 

y 2. They are z»ſatisfaFory, Could 
; | men heap up hilver as duſt ; had they as 
t | muchas the Devil promiſed Chriſt, 44 
- | the _ Kingdoms of the world, and the 
Y REL glory 


he | toil for, are ancertain, 1 Tim, 6.17, Tis 


I1. Motive 
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glory of them; yet they can no mote 
fill the heart, than a drop of water can 
fill the ciſtern, Eccleſ. 5.16. What profil] t 
hath he that hath laboured for the wind ? 
3. They are traxſent ; death feeds th | 
the root. All worldly poſſeſſions are 
like a Caſtle of Snow in the Sun : or likef 1 
a poſie of flowers which withers while] 1 
we are ſmelling toit. O what folly is] t 
it to put forth all ones violence for the| x 
world, which is but for 4 ſeaſon, and} 1 
not for Chriſt and grace. As if a con] « 
demaed man ſhould be earneſt to get] | 
his dinner, but never mind getting his | 
| 

| 


pardon. 

I2. The next motive 1s in the text ; 
this violence is for a Kingdom *. The 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth violence, 
And what will webe violent for, if not 
for a Kingdom? Men will wade to a 
Kingdom through blood : This 1s a 
Kingdom worth (ſtriving for. Cyprw is 
an (land fo exceeding fertile and plea- 
ſant, that it was antiently called 44- 
caria, which ſignifies bleſſed. This title 
of Bleſſed may more fitly be given to 
the heavenly Kingdom. If the Moun- 
tains weregold ; if every Sand of the 


Sea were a Diamond; if the whole 
Globe 


to blow up the fort-royal of our gracez 
| ih 
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Globe were a ſhinitig Cliryſolice, | 
it were infinitely beneath the glory of 


this Kingdom. 
I. The immunities of the heavenly 
Kingdom are great. 

I. There ſhal be a freedom from ſ;here 
fin keeps houſe with us 3 it is as natu» 
ral tousto fin, asto breath. The ſoul 
that is moſt refined, and clarified by 
grace, is not without ſome dtegs of cor- 
ruption. St, Paxl cried out of a body 
of fix. He who is inoculated into Chriſt 
hath (till a taſte and relliſhof the wild 
Olive. But when we aſcend to the 
heavenly Kingdom, this mantle of fin 
ſhall drop off That Kingdom is (o 
pure, that it will not mix with any cor- 
ruption, Rev. 21. 27. A ſinful thought 
ſhall not creep in there. There 1s beau- 
ty which is not ſtained with luſt, and 
honour which is not ſwelled with 
pride. | 

2. In that bleſſed Kingdom there 
ſhall be freedom from the aſſaults ofthe 
Red Dragon. - 'Tis' ſad to have Satan 
daily ſoliciting us by his temptations, 
and labouring to trappan us into fin. 
Temptation is the Devil's Powder-plot, 


bur 
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Out this is the bleſſed freedom of the 
heavenly Kingdom, it is not capable of 
temptation. The old Serpent is caſt out 
of. Paradiſe. 

3- In that bleſſed Kingdom there 
ſhall be freedom from diviſions, In this 
world God's owr Tribes go to war. 
Ephraim envies Judah, and Judah vex- 
eth Ephraim. The Souldiers Spear| 
pierced Chriſt's ſide 3 but the divilions| 
of Saints pierce his heart. Chriſt prayed] 
that all his people might be one, as he 
and his Father are one, Joh, 1 7. 21. Butf 
how do Chriſtians by their diſcords and 
animoſities go about what in them lies} 
to fruſtrate Chriſt's Prayer, But in the| 
Kiogdom of Heaven there is perfed} 
love, which as it calts out fear, ſo ftriſe| 
Thole Chriſtians that could not live 
quietly together here, in that Kingdon 
{hall be united. There Calviz and Luth 
are agreed. In that ccleſtial Kingdom 

there ſhall be no vilifying or (landering 
one another, or raking into thoſe ſore: 
which Chriſt died to heal. Chriſtian! 
that could not pray together, ſhall ſing 
together in that glorious quire : ther: 


- 
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| ſhall not be one jarring firing in the 


Saints mulick. 
4. Ir 
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4. In that heavenly Kingdom there 
ſhall be freedom from all moleſtations. 
ut Our lives now are interlined with 
troubles, Pſal. 31. 10. My life is ſpent 
with grief, and my years with ſwhing *. 
There are many things to occaſion diſ- 


*-f quiet : Sometimes poverty affli&s; ſome- 
- | times ſickneſs tortures 3 (ſometimes un- 
, 


kindneſs of friends breaks the heart. 
Ms Our lives, like the 1riſþ Seas, are full of 
| tempeſts; but in the Kingdom of Hea- 
| ven 45 nothing to admimiſter grief; 
there all is ſerene and calm, nothing 
| within to humble, or without to mo- 
| leſt. 

2. The Royalties and excellencies 
- | of that Kingdom won We may ſay 
Ie | of Heaven, as it was ſaid of Laiſh, Jude. 
V'Y 18.9, 10. We have ſtern the Land, and 
behald it is very good; a place where 
there is no want of any thing. 
""'D The heavenly Kingdomabonnds with 
Of Riches, Rev. 21.21. The rwelve Gates 
were twelve Pearls, Earthly Kingdoms 
are fain to traffique abroad for Gold 
and Spices : In the Kingdom of God 
F are all Rarities to bz had, all commodi- 
ties of its qw# growth; therefore figured 
| by the Tree of fe, bearibg ſevera] _— 
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of fruit, Rev. 22. 2. How rich is that | | 
place where the bleſſed Deity ſhines | | 
forth in its immenſe glory infinite- | 
ly:beyond the comprehenſion of An-| « 
gels. 
2. The delights of the heavenly} | 
Kingdom are unmixed. The comforts| t 
here below are checkered. Honour may} | 
! 

{ 

| 

( 

| 

{ 


—— 4 


be ſtained with diſgrace ; joy interlard- 
ed with ſorrow. Our ſtars are mixed 
with clouds; but the delicacies of Hea-| 
venare pare as well as pleaſant. There 
is hony that hath not one drop of gall. 
The Chrylital ſpring of joy hath no 
{ertling of ſorrow at bottom. The Roſe 
in that Paradiſe is without prickles; 
the Sun in that horizon 15 without| 
ecclipſe. 

3. This Kingdom above 1s durable, 
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5K 019'6 Wegas — | 
Suppoſe earthly Kingdoms to be moref} , 
glorious than they are, their founda-|} . 
tions ofgold, their walls of pearl, their} 

windows of Saphire, yet they are cor-| ! 
ruptible, Hoſ. 1. 4. I will cauſe the King) | 
dom to ceaſe. Troy and Athens now lye|| 
buried 1n their own ruines. But theſt ' 
Kingdom of Glory, as it 1s made with-j 
out hands ; (o without end. It 1s theever-) 
laſting 
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laſting Kingdom, 2 Pet. 1. 11. Now me- 
thinks, if ever we will uſe violence, it 
ſbould be for this Kingdom; this King- 
dom will make amends for all our 1a- 


bour and pains *. Ceſar 
marching with his Army 


| towards Rome, and hear- 
| Ing that all the people 
; were fled from it, ſaid, 
| they that will not fight 
| for this City, what City 


will they fight for ! Soif 
we will not put forth 
violence for . this King- 


' dom of Heaven, what 
;} will we be violent * for |! 


I ſayto all,as the children 
of Dar 1n another ſenſe, 
Judges 18. 9. We have ſeen 


* 6 dartvs v 74 Travua- 
» % 

Ja winery, ava x T4 Tþ» 

» , Ar" 

Taud Gyan idol mi 

Thy aeusvay igyeras. Chry- 
ſoſt. Serm, in Eutropium. 


'O Tur gigw T4 xy- 
pela, ipx ven Ta Xeue 
ud]a. 


* Currite Chriſtian, volociſſoms 
Currite, ut aurtojam, [plendidiſ- 
fimanm ferlacet glonne bravian 
reportets, Lap. 


| the Land, and behold it « very good 
and are ye ſtill? Be not ſhlothjull to go, 


th. 


| and toenter to poſſeſs the Land. 


13. The more violence we have uſed t:3-Motive. 


for Heaven, the ſweeter 


be when we come there. 


Heaven will 
As when a 


man hath been grafting Trees, or ſet- 


! 1ng Flowers 19 his garden, it 1s pleaſant 


to review and look over his labours : 


er-j So in Heaven, when we ſhall remember 
our 


T1 
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our former zeal and aGivity for the 
Kingdom it will indulcorate Heaven, 
and add to the joy of it. For a Chriſtian 
to think, ſuch a day I ſpent in examin- 
ing my heart, ſuch a day I was weeping 
for ſin; when others were at their ſport, 
I was at my prayers; and now, havel 
loſt any thing by this violence? My 


tears are wiped away, and the wine of ſo 


Paradiſe chears my heart. I now enjoy 
him whom my ſoul loves ; I now have 
the Crown and white Robes I ſo longed 
for. Ohow pleaſant will it be to think, 
this is the Heaven my Saviour bled for, 
and I ſwet for. 

14. The more violence we put forth 
in Religion, thegreater meaſure of glo-i 
ry we ſhall have. That there are degrees 
of g'ory in Heaven,ſeems to me beyond 
diſpute. 

1. There are degrees of torment Mn 
Hell *; therefore by the Rule of con- 
' traries degrees of glory in Heaven. 

2. The Scripture ſpeaks of a Prophet's 
Heward, Mat. 1C.41. which is a degree | 
above others. | 

3. TheSaints are ſaid to ſhine as the 
Stars, Dan. 12, Now one ſtar diftereth 
from another inglory. So that there | 
are 
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he Jare gradations of happineſs; and of 
Dn, this judgement is Calv:r ; as allo many 
an Jofthe antient Fathers. Confider then 
n- Fſeriouſly, the more violent weare for 
ng FHeaven, and the more work we do for 
rt, $God, the greater will be our reward, 
e IFThe hotter our zeal, the brighter our 
Ay JCrown. Could we hear the blefl:d 
of Fſouls departed ſpeaking to us from 
Oy Heaven, ſure thus they would ſay, were 
veive to leave Heaven a while, and to 
ed Sdwell on the earth again, we would do 
k, Goda thouſand times more ſervice than 
T, fever we have done; we would pray 
with more life, a& with more zeal ; for 
th Inow we ſee, the more hath been our la- 
o- our, the more aſtoniſhing 1s our joy, 
and the more flouriſhing our Crown. 
15. Upon our violence for the King- 15 Motive. 
dom, God hath promiſed mercy, Mat. 
7.7. Ach and it ſhall be given you; ſeek 
and ye ſhall find ;, knock and it ſhall be 
opened to you. _ 
1. Ah. | Aſk with importunity. A 


e faint asking begs a denial *. King Aha- * 9; 5. 
| |fnerss ſtood with his golden Scepter, £©'% 
'e and ſaid to Queen Eſther, Ark and it ſhall © © 

h Jbe given to half of the Kingdom, But God 


faith more, Ak and he will give the 
t LY whole 


> 
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whole Kingdom, Luke 12. 32. It 19 of { 
ſervable, the door of the tabernacleſ h 
was not of braſs, but had a thin cover: , 
Ing, 4 »ail, that they might eafily en-| t 
ter into it: So the door of Heaven ig 
through Chriſt's blood made eafte, that 
our prayers put up in fervency may en-ſ 
ter. Upon our aſking, God hath prof} 
miſed to give his Spirit, Luk, 11. 13} 
And if he give his Spirit, he will give 
the Kingdom: the Spirit firſt anoints| 
x John 2. 27, andafter its anointing Oi 
comes the Crown. - | 

2. Seck andye ſhall find. ] But, is it notÞ 
ſaid, Many ſhall ſeek to enter in and ſhal | 
20t be able ? Luke 13. 24. I anſwer 
that is, becauſe they did ſeek in af 
wrong manner. 

1. They did ſeek ignorantly, ſetting 
up an Altar to an wnknown god, It 1s 
11] ſeeking Pearls in the dark. Ignorant} 
people ſeek Heaven by their good} 
meanings; they. ſeek in the dark, and} 
no wonder they miſs of ſalvation. 

2. They did ſeek prondly. They ſought} ' 
Heaven by their own merits ; whereas: 
weare toleek the Kingdom in Chriſt's 
ſtrength, and in his name. 

TE hey did ſeek /azily; as the Spouſel 
ſought 


————_. —— 
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; obj ſought Chriſt oz her bed, and found 
acleſ him not, Cazt. 3. 1. So many ſeek Chriſt 
ver in a ſupine manner 3 they ſeek, but 
en-j they do not ſtrive. 

n iff 4. They did (eek bypocriticaly ; they 
tha would have Heaven and their luſts too. 
en Like that Proteſtant Prince Cawbder 
TroÞ ſpeaks of, who ſet up one Altar in the 
13þ ſame Church to the true God, and ano- 
7ivel ther to the Idol. Butletnot ſuch ſeekers 
nts ever think to find happineſs; let not 
Oil them think tolye in Dalilah's lap, andgo 
| to Abraham's boſom when they die. 


not} $5. They did ſeek inconſtantly : Be- 
hall} cauſe mercy did not come preſently, 
er,þ, they gave over ſeeking. 
1 af Burt elſe if we ſeek the Kingdom of 
| Heaven cordially, God hath pawned his 
ng Truth in a Promiſe, we ſhall find, Jer. 
15} 29. 13. Ther ſhall ye find me, when you 
antfi ſearch for me with all your heart. 
od 5. Knock and it ſhall be opened. |Knock- 
nd} ing implies »io/ence. But we muſt do as 
| Peter, As 22.16, He continued knock- 
thi) ing. We muſt continue knocking by 
as| prayer, and Heaven-gate thall be open- 
! ed. How may this be as Ol to the 
wheels? how may 1t excite holy vio- 
lence, when we have ſo gracious a pro- 
= -- miſe 


16.Motiye. 
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foul, therefore be violent for Heaven. 


* Prov.24. with thorns *, They are hypocrites who 
3* talk of living by faith, but refuſe to 
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miſe of mercy upon our earneſt ſeekingÞþt 
of it. 1 
16. This holy violence will not hin- 
der men in their ſecular employments, 
Violence for the Kingdom,and diligence 
in a calligg, are not inconfiltent. Chri- 
ſtians, you may work for Heaven, yet ſn 
work ina trade. God hath given you aft. 
body and a ſou], and he hath allotted 
you time to provide for both : he hath 
given you a body, therefore be diligent 
i your calling ; he hath given you a 


Theſe two may well ſtand together, 
providing for a family, and praying in | 
in afamily. He that doth not exerciſe Þ 
himſelf in ſome honeſt employment, is | 
guilty of the breach of that Command- IM 
ment, Six daies fbalt thou labour. God I 

never fealed warrants for $1 


* Dxcumbit emnibus ut laborent, +» 
Quiſtorp. vid. Ambros. lib. 6, 1leneſs * The ſluggard 
Hexanm. cap. 4. Virgilium lib.4. ſhall be indicted at the tl 
e1td, Horatium Satyr. 1. Plt- 
nium, (9.11. Cc. 30, Oc. 


day of judgement for let- 
ing his field be over-rumn 


live 1n a calling. Only remember, that 
the pains you take in- Religion. muſt 
exceed the other, Mat. 6.33. Seekye faſt 

ie 
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inghbe Kingdom of God. Firſt, in order of 
ime, before all things ; and firſt in or- 
lin-fer of .ffeFion, above all things. Your 
nts, Moul is the nobler part, theretore that 
ace ſhuſt be chiefly looked after. In your 
ri- falling ſhew diligence 31n Religion vio- 
7et NENCE. 
2aþ But ſome may ſay, weare ſo incum- 
ed bred in the world, that all time for Re- 
th Bigion is ſwallowed up; we cannot get 
nt fcave from our calling to read or pray ? 
Reſp, If yourtrade be ſuch that you 
annot allow your ſelves time for your 
ouls.then your trade is unlawful.There 
are two things make a trade unlaw- 
ul, 
is | 1. When perſons deal in ſuch com- 
. Emodities as they know cannot be uſed 
d without fin. Selling of black ſpots, or 
r Fidolatrous Pitures and Crucithxes, 
] 2. When their trade doth ſo involve 
> (them in worldly buſineſs, that they can- 
- Fnotmind eternity, or make out one fal- 
; Flyto the Throne of Grace, They are ſo 
much in the ſhop, that they cannot be 
in the cloſet. If there be ſuch a trade 
to be found, doubtleſs it 1s unlawful ; 
but let not men lay it upon their trade, 
but upon themſelves ; their trade would 
ove 
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"o| 


- if we meaſure life by a pair of Scri- 
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give them leave to ſerve God, but theidtir 
covetouſneſs will not give them leayelha 
O how many put a fallacy upon theifT! 
own ſouls, and cheat themſelves intd an 
Hel). pe 
17. There is but a ſhort ſpace of tine dc 
granted us, therefore work the harder 1o 
tor Heaven before it be tao late. Indeet| g1 
weare apt to dreamof a long life, as iff tc 
we were not ſojourners, but zativer | q 
and were to ſtay here alwates. The 
bloſſom of childhood hopes to come tof n 
the'budding of youth; and the bud off £ 
] 
( 
| 


youth hopes to come to the flower of 
age; and the flower of age hopes to 
come toold age; and old age hopes to 
renew its ſtrength as the Eagle * : But 


pture-compaſles, it is very ſhort : it is 
compared to aflying ſhadow, Job 8. 17. 
to an hand-breadth, Pſal. 39. 5. as if 
there were but a ſpan between the 
cradle and thegrave, —parum abeſt 4 
»ihilo ——TIs the time of life ſo ſhort, 

and may be ſhorter than we are aware? | 
what necdis there zealouſly to improve 
it before it be ſlipp'd away? if time 
runs, let us ſo rx, 1 Cor.9g. 24. He that 
hath a great buſineſs in hand, and the 
t1Me 


theitime allotted for doing it is but ſhort, 
eave[had not need loſe any of that time. 
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A 


theifTraveller that hath many miles to ride, 
and the night ready to approach, had 
need ſpur on the harder, that the night 
doth not overtake him : So we have a 
long journey, and the night of death is 
drawing on, how ſhould we uſe ſpurs 


Intc 


time 
rder 
lee 


on more ſwiftly ! 


18. A man's perſonal day of grace 


iff to our fluggiſh hearts, that we may go 


may be ſhort. There is a time while the 


Scepter of grace is held forth, 2Cor. 6.2. 


Now #5 the accepted time. The Lord 
hath prefixed a time wherein the means 
of Grace ſhall work or not work. If a 
perſon come not in by ſuch a time,God 
may ſay, Never frait grow on thee more. 
A ſign this day of grace is paſt, when 
conicience hath done ſpeaking, and 
God's Spirit hath done ſtriving. Whe- 
ther this day may be longer or ſhorter, 
we cannot tell ; but becauſe it may te 
ſoon expire, 'tis wiſdom to take the pre- 


for Heaven. 


| ſent opportunity, and uſe all violence 
The day of grace haſtens 


away: noman can (like Jofbxa) bid this 
Sun ſtand ſtill ; and if this critical day 
| be once paſt, it cannot be recalled. 


The 
day 
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day of grace being loſt, the next is $® 
day of wrath. Hieruſalemt had a day, buf? 
ſhe loſt it, Lake 19. 44. If thox hadfſ®® 
known, even thou, in this thy day, Fi 
things which belong unto thy peace, bu 
now they are hid from thine eyes. AﬀtedP! 
the expiration of the day of grace, nc W 
means or mercies ſhall prove effeQtualy? 
Now eu, They are hid from thine ege|* 
Which is like the ringing a doleful knel}** 
over a dying perſon 3 therefore put le 
forth all violence for Heaven, and do ir 
it in this, 74 9, before it be too late, tt 
and the decree be gone forth. t 
19. If you negle& the offering vio- 
lence now,there will be no help for you 
after death. When men ſhall open their 
eyes in another world, and ſee 1nto 
what a damned condition they have 
faned themſelves, O now what would 
they not do, what violence would they 
not uſe, ifthere were a poſſibility they 
might be ſaved ! When once the door 
of mercy is ſhut, if God would make 
new terms far harder than before, they 
would readily ſeal to them. It God 
ſhould ſay to the ſinner after death, 
Wouldſt thou be content toreturn to 
the earth, and live- there under the 
| harrow 


am as Go 0 wn, > = mY © 
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is harrow of perſecution a thouſand years 


- byſor Dy ſake ? Yes Lord, I will ſubſcribe 
h,qjto this, and endure the world's fury, 

/;Imay I have bue thy favour at laſt. But, 

;,Jwile thou be content to ſerve an Ap- 
ſes prentiſhip in Hell a thouſand years, 
| nIwhere thou ſhalt fee] the worm gnaw- 
wal ing, and the fire burning? Yes Lord, 
e3e;cven in Hell I ſubmit to be 3 fo that af- 
neljt&r 2 thouſand years I may have a re- 
aJleaſe, and that bitter cup may paſs away 
| 4, from me. But, wilt thou for every lye 
thou haſt told, endure the rack? wilt 
thou for every oath that thou haſt 
yi.þ (Worn, fill a bottle of tears ? wilt thou 
for every fig thou haſt committed, lye 
ten thouſand years in ſackcloth and 
alhes? Yes Lord, all this and more if 
thou requireſt, I will ſubſcribe to; I am 
114) content now to uſe any violence, if I 
may but at laſt be admitted into thy 
eyl Kingdom. No, will God ſay , there 
orf (hall be no ſuch condition propoſed to 
ke thee, no poſlibility of favour, but thou 
ey ſhalt lye for ever among the damned, 
4 | and who 7s able to dwell with everlaſting 
h, | 9*rnings * Oh therefore be wiſe intime, 
0 | 2ow while God's terms are more eaſe, 
\@ | Embrace Chriſt, and Heaven, for after 


W death 
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death there will be nothing to be done 
for your ſouls. The finner and the fur- 

nace ſhall never be parted. 
20.Motive, 20. How without all Apology will 
you be left, if you negle& this violence 
for Heaven! Me-thinks I hear God thus 
expoſtulativg the caſe with finners at 
the laſt day, Why did you not take 
pains for Heaven ? hath not there been 
a Prophet among you ? Did not my Mini- 
ſters lift up their woice like a Trumpet? 
did not they warn you ? did nct they 
perſwade you to uſe this violence, tel- 
ing you that your ſalvation depended 
upon it? but the moſt melting Rhetorick 
of the Goſpel would not move you. 
Did not I give you time to look after 
your ſouls? Rev. 2. 21. I gave her ſpace 
*Maxgebu> #0 repent *, Did not you promiſe in 
CE your vow in Baptiſm, that you would 
iris cor- take Heaven by force? fighting under 
rumacias ey banner againſt world, fleſh, and Devil £ 
_— Why then did you not uſe violence for 
the Kingdom ? it mult be either {loth 
\ orobſtinacy. You could be violent for 
other things, for the world, for your 
.luſts, but not for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: What can you ſay for your ſelves, 
why the ſentence of damnation ſhould 
rt 
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not paſs ?O how will men be confound- 
ed and left ſpeechleſs at ſuch a time, 
and God's Juſtice ſhall be cleared in 
their condemnation ! P/al. 51.4. That 
thow maieſt be clear when then judgeſt, 
Though the Sinner ſhall drink a Sea 
of wrath, yet not one drop of inju- 
{tice. 

21. What avexation it will be at the 
laſt to loſe the Kingdom of Glory for 
want of a little violence. When one 
ſhall think with himſelf, I did ſomething 
in Religion, but I was not violent 
enough ; I prayed, but I ſhould have 
brought fire to. the ſacrifice. I heard 
the word, but I ſhould have received 


| the truth in love; I humbled my ſelf 


with faſting, but I ſhould with humi- 
liation have joyned reformation. I gave 
Ehriſt's poor good words; I did bid 
them be warmed, but I ſhould have 
clothed and fed them, and for want of a 
little more violence I have loſt the 
Kingdom. The Prophet bade the King 
of 1/rael (mite upon the ground, 2 Kirg. 
13.18. And he ſmote thrice, and ſtaid, 
and the man of God was wroth, and ſaid, 
thou ſhouldeſt have ſmitten fioe or ſix times, 
then hadſt thou ſmitten Syria till thou 

M had{t 
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hadft conſumed it. Soa man doth ſome. 
thing in Religion, he ſmites thrice, and 
then ſtaies > whereas, had he but put 
forth a little more violence for Heaven 
he had been ſaved. What a miſchief 1; 
this but to halt do ones wark, and by 
ſhooting ſhort to loſe the Kingdom! 
O how will this cut a man to the heart 
when he is in Hell, to think, had I but 
gone a little further 1t had been better 
with me than it is now; I had not been 
thus tormented in the flame. 

22. The examples of the Saints of 
old, who have taken Heaven by force, 
David broke his fleep for meditation, 
P/al. 119. 148. His violence for Hea: 
ven was boiled up to zeal, Fſal.119.139, 


My zeal hath con'iumed me. And St. Paull 


did reach forth unto thoſe things which 
were before *. The Greek word tignitics 


to ſtretch out the neck : a metaphorſ 


taken from Racers that ſtrain every 
Iimb, and reach forward to lay hold up- 


on the prize. Weread of Anna a Pro-ſj 


pheteſs, Luke 2. 37. She departed mot 


from the Temple, but ſerved God with 
faſtings and prayers night and day. How 


induſtrious was Calvin in the Lord's 
Vineyard. When his fricnds perſyyaded 


him 
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him for his health ſake, to remit a little 
of -bis Jabours, ſaith he, World ze 


I was his whole life. 


| 23. If the Saints with all their vio- 


have the Lord find me idle when he 
comes *? Luther ſpent three hours a 
day in prayer. It is ſaid of holy Brad- 
ord, preaching, reading and prayer 
I rejoyce ( laid 
Biſhop Jewel) that my body is exhauſted 
in the Jabours of my holy calling. How 
violent were the bleſſed Martyrs ! they 
wore their fetters as ornaments 3 they 
ſvatched up torments as Crowns, and 
embraced the flames as chearfully as 

Eliah did the fiery Chariot that came 

o fetch him to Heaven. Let racks,fires, 
pullies, and all manner of torments 

ome, ſol may win Chriſt,ſaid 12#4tizs. 

Theſe pious ſouls reſiſted unto blood. 

ow ſhould this provoke our zeal ! 

Tite after theſe fair copies. 


ence have much ado to get to Heaven, 
ow ſhall they come there who uſe no 


"Wiolence, 1 Pet, 4. 18. If the righteous 


arcely be ſaved, where ſhall the nngodly 
:d [inner appear | If they that ſtrive as 

an Agony can hardly get 1n at the 
trait gate, What ſhall become of them 
hat never ſtrive at all! If Saint Paul 
M 2 | did 
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did keep under his body, by prayer. 
watching, faſting, 1 Cor. g. 27. how ſhall 
they be ſaved, that wholly let looſe the 
reins tothe fleſh, and bathe themſelve 
in the luſcious ſtreams of carnal plea- 
{ure. 

24, This ſweating for Heaven is not 
to endure long, 1 Pet. 5.10. After je 
have ſuffered a while *, So after ye have 
offered violence a while, there ſhall be 


an end put to it. Your labour ſhall ex] 


pire with your life. It is but a while 
and you ſhall have done weeping, wraſt: 
ling, praying 3 It 1s but a while and the 
Race will be over, and you ſhall receive 


the end of your faith, the ſalvation of you 
ſouls, 1 Pet. 1.9. Itis but a while and 
you ſhall have done your weary 
marches, you ſhall put off your Ar- 
mour, and put on white Robes. 

moatud dS ninaura *, 


How ſhould this excire a ſpirit of holy 


violence!It 1s but a few months or daie 
and you ſhall reap the ſweet fruit d 
your obedience. The winter will þt 
palt, and the ſpring towers of joy ſhal 
appear. Doctor Tailor comforted hin 
ſelf when he was going to the (take, | 
have but two ſtiles to go over, and I ſhal 
lt 
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'| be at v9 Father's houſe. Chriſtians, you 


have but a little way to go, a little 
more violence, a few more tears ſhed, 
a few more Sabbaths kept, and then 


.| your hopes ſhall be crowned with the 


beatifical fight of God. When the va- 
pour 1s blown away, then we may ſee 
the Sun clearly : So when this ſhort va- 


pour of life is blown away, then we 
ſhall behold Chriſt the Sun of Righte- 


j ouſneſs in all his glory, 1 Joh. 3. 2. We 


ſhall ſee him as he. 

25. If you are not violent for Hea- 
ven, you walk antipodes to your own 
prayers. You pray that God's will may 
be done by you on earth, 4s zt is dome in 
Heaven 5 Now how is God's will 
done in Heaven? are not the Angels 


| ſwift in doing the will of God? like the 


ſtars above the equinoctial, that are 
moved many millions of miles in an 
hour. The Seraphims are deſcribed with 
wings, to ſhew how velocious and 
winged they are in their obedience, 
I/a. 6.2. Now if youare not violent in 
your ſpiritual motion, you live in a 


in contradiction to your own prayers. 


You are far from being as Angels, you 


creep as SnaiF$ in the way to Heaven. 
M 3 26, This 


25.Motive. 
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26. This holy and bleſſed violence 
would make Chriſtians willing to die., 
What is it makes men ſo loth to die? 
they are as a Tenant that 1s loth to gg 
out of an houſe , why ſo? becauſe their 
conſcience accuſeth them that they 
have taken little or no pains for Hea- 
ven: they have been ſleeping, when 
they ſhould have been working, and 
now death looks ghaſtly; they are 
afraid death will carry them priltoners 
to Hell. Whereas the Chriſtian that 
hath been active in Religion, and hath 
ſpent his time in the ſervice of God, he 


TS am gs, gu. 


fort, He who hath been violent for 
Heavea in this life, need not fear a vio- 
lent death. Death (hall do him no hurt, 
it ſhall not be a deſirndion, but a deli- 
verance © it ſhall purge out lin, ard per- 
fectglory. What made St. Pax! ſay, Cu- 
pio difſolvi, T deſire to be diſſolved, Phil, 
1. 23. Surely the reaſon was, he had 
been a mar of tiolence; he did ſpend 
himſelf for Chriſt, and /aboured more than 
all the other Apoſtles, 1 Cor. 15. 10. And 
now he knew there was a Crown laid 
up for him. Azgyſtus the Emperour did 
dcfire that he might have an <areoie, a 
quiet 


he can look death in the face with com- | 


"> 
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quiet eaſte death. 


out of the world quietly, it will be 
this holy violence that we have put 
forth in the buſineſs of Religion. 

2 7. It forall that hath been ſaid, you 
will either fit {ti]I, or keep your ſweat 
for ſomething elſe than Heaven, &4row, 
there 1s a time ſhortly coming when you 
will with you had uſed this violence. 
When ſickneſs ſeizeth on you, and your 
diſeaſe begins to grow violent, and you 
think God's Serjeant is at the door, 
then what wiſhes will you make, O 
that I had been more violent for Hea- 
ven! O that I had been praying when 
| was dancing and making merry! O 
that I had had a Bible in my hand, when 
| had apair of Cards ! how happy then 
might I have been ! but alas, my cale 1s 
miſerable ! what ſhallI do! Iam ſo lick, 
that I cannot live, and ſo finful, that I 
dare not die! O that God would reſpite 
me alittle longer, that he would puta 
few years more in my leaſe, thata little 
ſpace might be granted me to recover 
my loſt hours! As one ſaid on her 


death-bed, Call time again; but time 
At the hour 


OL 
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It any thing make 
| our pillow eafie at death, and we go 
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of death finners will awake out of their 
lethargy,and fall into a phrentie of hor- 
rour and deſpair; and ſhall not all theſe 
Arguments prevail with men to be vio- 
lent for the Kingdom ? what an hardned 
pieceis a ſinner's heart! We read that 
at Chriſt's paſhon, the Rocks rent, Mat, 
27.51. But nothing will move a ſinner; 
The Rocks will ſooner rend than his 

heart. If all that I have ſaid will not 


— ww w_l two wo am 


prevail, it is a ſign ruine is towards 


1 Sam. 2.25, They hearkned not to thi 
voice of their Father , becauſe the Lord 
would ſlay them. | 
Yet this Caution I muſt neceſlarily 
inſert, though we ſhall not obtain hel 
Kingdom without violence, yet not forþ 
our violence. When we have done all þ 
look up to Chriſt and free grace. Bel 
farmine ſaith, we merit Heaven ex con 
gruo. No, though we are ſaved in the 
uſe of means, yet by grace too,Epheſ.2.5| 
by grace ye are ſaved, Heaven Is a do} 
native, Lake 12. 32. It 3s my Father'if 
good pleaſure to give you a Kingdom, Why 
may one ſay,l have uled violence for it} 
I have wrought for the Kingdom : I 
but 1t 1s a gift that free-grace beſtows. 
We muſt look up to Chriſt for accep- 
| tance: 
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tance : not our ſweat, but his blood 
faves: our labouring qualifies us for 


| Heaven, but Chriſt's dying purchaſed 
þ Heaven. Alas, what 1s all that we can 


do in compariſon of glory ? what is the 
ſhedding of a tear to a Crown ? there- 
fore we muſt renounce all in point of 


| Juſtification, and let Chriſt and Free- 


grace carry away the glory of our ſal- 
vation. God muſt help us in our work- 
ing, Phil. 2. 12. It is God which work- 


' eth in you both to will and to do. How 


then can we merit by our working, 
when it is God that helps us in our 
working ? 

I ſhall in the next place lay-down , yn. 


| ſome Rules or Directions how to get re&ion. 
{ this blefled violence. | 


1. Take heed of thoſe things which T. 


F will hinder this violence for Hea- 79% 
| ven 


aa. 
1. Take heed of Unbelief. Unbelief , 


Is a great remora, as it 1s Ailcouraging. 
When a Chriſtian is workirg for Hea- 
ven, unbelief whiſpers thus, Co what 
purpoſe 1s all this pains ? I had as good 
lit (till. | may pray, and not be heard; 
| may work, and have no reward; may 
come near Heaven, yet miſs it, Jer.8.12. 
And 
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And they ſaid, there is*no hope. Unbe- 
lief deſtrotes hopez andif you cut this 
ſinew of Religion,all violence for Hea- 
ven ceaſeth. Unbelief raiſeth a cloud 
of deſpondency in the heart. Alas, you 
will never be .able to go thorow the 
work of Religion; ſo many precepts 
to obey ; {o many temptations to reſiſt; 
ſo many afflictions to bear, that you will 


ſaccumbere oneri, fall under the burden; | 


you will tire in your march to Heaven, | | 


Unbelief raifeth jealous thoughts of | 
God, it repreſents him as an azſtere | 
Maſter, and that if we fail in never ſo } 


little a purG7lio, he will take the extre- 


mity of the Law upon us. This difcou- | 


ragevh the foul in the uſe of means. 
Unbelief doth as SarbalVat and Tobiah 


did to the Jews, Nehem. 6.9. They made | 
us afraid, ſaying, Their hands ſhall be | 


weakned from the work. Oh take heed 
of unbelief, it deſtrotes this holy vio- 
lence. We read of Jereboar's arm be- 
ing withered, 1 Ki-g. 13. 4. Unbelief 


withers the arm of the ſou], that it can- | 


not (tretch it ſelf forth to any ſpiritual 
ation. Unbelicf doth the Devil the 
greateſt kindneſs; it makes way for his 
temptations to enter, which do fo 
inchant 


be- 
his 
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inchant and bewitch us, that we cannot 
work. Beware of this fin ; believe the 
Promiſes : God i good to the ſoul that 
ſeeks him, Lam. 3.25, Do but ſeek him 
with 1mportunity , and he will open 


both his heart and Heaven to thee. 


Take heed of puzling your thoughts 
about Eletion. A Chriſtian may think 


thus, what ſhould [ take pains ? perhaps 
3 lam not elected, and then all my vio- 
| lence Is to no purpoſe, Thus, many 


are taken oft from the uſe of means, and 


| the buſineſs of Religion is at a ſtand. 


Whereas no man can juſtly ſay, he is not 
elected. It is true, ſome of God's chil- 


" | dren have ſaid ſo in temptation : But 
as Peter In a transfienration laid he knew 


not what ; fothefe in a temptation. But 


| no man can ſay on juſt grounds, he 1s 
| notelected, unleſs he can prove that he 


hath ſinned the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. For any one to aſſert non- 
election is a fin; for that which keeps 
him in fin, muſt needs be {inful : But 


| this opinion keeps him in fin ; it diſcou- 
rageth him from the uſe of means, and 


cuts the iinews of all endeavours; do 
not therefore perplex your thoughts 
about E!eCtion + this Book 1s ſealed, and 
ne; 
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no Angel tan unclaſp it. The Rule 
Chriſtians are to go by, is, God's Re. 
vealed Will, not his Secret. God's re- 
vealed will is, that we ſhould pray and 
repent; by this we make our calling 
furez and by making our calling ſure, f 
we make our eleftion ſure. IfI ſeethef 
beds of ſpices grow and flouriſh, I} 
know the Sun hath been there. And iff 
[ find the fruits of obedience in my} 
heart, I may conclude God's eleCtingf 
love hath ſhined upon me, 2 The. 2. 13. 
God hath from the beginning choſen youl 
to ſalvation through ſan@ification. 

Take heed of too much violence af-F 
ter the world; the world cools good| 
affetions. The earth puts out the fire. 
The world's ſilver Trumpet founds a 
retreat, and calls men off from their 
purſuit after Heaven. The world hin-} 
dered the young man from following 
Chriſt ; he went away ſorrowfull : where-Þ 
upon, ſaith our Saviour, How hardly 
{ball they that have riches enter into the 
Kingdom of God ? Luke 18.24. Demas 
his Religion lay buried in the earth, 
2 Tim. 4. 10. Demas bath forſaken me, 
having loved this preſent world. It was a 
ſaying of Pi Buintys, When I firſt Þ 
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entred into orders, I had ſome good 


'| hope of wy ſalvation ; when I became 


a Cardina)], I doubved of it ; but fince 
I came to be Pope, I do evendeſpair of 


| it. Jonathan purſued the victory till he 
' came at the hony-comb, and then he 


ſtood ſtill, 1 Sam. 14. 27, Many are 


violent for the Kingdom of God, till 


gain or preferment offersit ſelf z when 


| they meet with this hony, then they 


ſtand ſtill. The world blinds mens eyes 


-Þ that they do not ſee the way 3 and fet- 
| ters their feet that they do not run in 


the way of God's Commandments. M4z- 


"Þ thridates King of Pont#s being worlted 
| by the Komarns, and fearing he ſhould 


not eſcape them, cauſed a great deal of 
ſilver and gold to be ſcattered in the 
waies, Which while the Rowar (ouldiers 


| were buſie in gathering, he got away 


from them. The like ſtratagem Satan 


| uſeth, knowing what temptipg things 


Riches are, he throws them in mens 


| way, that while they are eager 1n 
| gathering theſe, he may hinder them in 


their purſuit of happineſs. I have ob- 
ſerved ſome who did once Jehn-like, 
drive on furiouſly in the cante of Re- 


 Iipton, when the world hath come in 


upon 
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upon them, their Charet-wheels have 
been pulled off, and they have driver on 


Were a manto climb up a 


ſteepy Rock, and had weights tied to 
his legs, they would hinder his aſcent, 


Mens golden weights hinder them in : 


climbing up this ſteepy Rock which 


leads to ſalvation. The world's mu-| 


ſick charms men afleep, and when they 
are alleep, they are not fit to work. A 


thing cannot be carried violently tof 
twoextreams at once. The ſhip cannot} 
go full ſail to the Ealt and Welt at the} 


ſametime: So a man cannot be violent 
for Heaven and Earth at once: he ma 


have Chriſt and the world, but cannot Þ 
love Chriſt and the world, 1 Joh. 2. 15.þ 


He that is all fire for the world, will be 
all ice for Heaven. Take heed of en- 
gaping your affections too far in theſe 
ſecular things. Utle the worldas your 
ſervant, but do not follow 1t as your 


Maſter. 


Take heed of indulging any luſt. Sin 
lived 1n will ſpoil all violence for Hea- 
ven. Sin infeebles 3 't1s like the cuttihg 
Sampſon's hair, and then the ſtrength 
departs. Sin is £eritndo animi, the ſoul's 


{11cknels, 


Sickneſs takes a man off his 
legs. 


14 
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legs, anddoth ſo diſ-ſpirit him, that he 
is unfit for any violent exerciſe. A fick 
man cannot runa Race. Sin lived 1n, 
takes a man quite off from duty, or 
makes him dead init. The more Jive- 


ly the heart is in fin, the more dead 1t 
1s In prayer. 
'with God for mercy, Whoſe heart ac- 
cuſeth him of ſecret ſin, Guilt breeds 
fear 3 and that which ſtrengthens fear, 
[weakens violence. Adam having ſinned 
Iwas afraid, and hid himſelf, Gez, 3. 10. 
When Adam: had loſt his innocence, he 


How can he be earneſt 


loſt his violence. Therefore lay the 


Axe to the root ; let fin be hewn down 3 
not only abſtain from fin in the AZ, but 


Jet the love of fin be mortified, and let 
very (in be put to the ſword. Many 

11] leave all their fins but one; ſave 
ne fin, and loſe one foul. One fin is a 
etter 3 a man may loſe the Race as well 
y having ove fetter on his leg, as if he 
ad more, I have read of agreat Mo- 
arch *, that flying from his enemy, he 
Irew away the Crown of gold on his 
cad, that he might run the faſter: So 
hat ſin which thou didſt wear as a 
rown of gold,throw it away that thou 
Jaift the taſtcr 1un 10 the heavenly 
\ingdom. If 
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If you would be violent for Heaven, 
take heed of deſpondency of ſpirit. Be 
fſeriow, but chearfull. He whoſe ſpirit 
is,preſſed down with ſadnels, 1s unfit to 
20 about his work. An unchearfy] 
heart is unfit to pray, or praiſe God, 
When the ſtrings of a Lute are wet, it 
will not put forth any ſweet harmony, 
Such as go drooping under fears anddif- 
couragements, cannot be violent in Re- 

"Iigion. When a ſouldier faints 1n the 
field, he ſoon lets fall his ſword, David 
chides himſelf out of his melancholy, 
Pſal. 43.5. Why art thou caſt down 0 
»y ſoul £ why art thou diſquieted within 
me © hope yet in God. A ſad heart 
makes a dull action. We uſe the Drum 
and Trumpet in Batte], that the noiſe 
of the Trumpet may excite and quicken 
the ſouldiers ſpirits, and make them 
fight more vigorouſly, Chearfulneſs is 
like muſick in battel, it excites a Chri- 
ſtian's ſpirits, and makes him vegete and 
lively in duty. What is done with 
chearfulneſs, is done with delight, and 
the foul flies moſt ſwiftly to Heaven 
upon the wing ot delight. 

If you would be violent for Heaven, 


take heed of a ſupine lazy temper. A 
{lothful 


| falvation, ſleep away ſalvation. 
- [as willnot labour, muſt be put at laſt 
- [tobeg 3 they muſt beg as Dzves, for one 


Heavels taken by Storm. 
ſothful Chriſtian is like a fearful ſouk 
dier, that hath a good mind to the plun- 
der, but is loth to ſtorm the Caſtle : So 


he would fain have Heaven, butis loth 
to take it by ſtorm. — exerves animos 


7 


, | odiſſe virtue ſolet *-— $loth is the ſoul's + v1; 


ſleep. Many inſtead of working out of Max. 


Such 


drop of water. Anidle man (ſaith S9- 
lomon ) puts his hand in his boſom, Prov. 
19. 24. He ſhould have his hand tothe 
plough, and he puts it in his boſom. 
God never made Heaven an hive for. 


drones. Sloth is a diſeaſe apt to grow 


upon men 3 ſhake it off. A ſhip that is - 


aſlug, isa prey to the Pirate. A fſlug- 
iſh foul is a prey to Satan. When the 


Crocadile ſleeps with his mouth open, 


the Indian Rat gets into his belly, and 
eats his entrails. While men are aſleep 
in{loth, the Devil enters and devours 
them. 

Take heed of conſulting with fleſh 
and blood. As good conſult with the 
Devil as the fleſh. The fleſh is a boſom- 
traitor, An enemy within the walls 1s 


worſt. The fleſh cries out, there is a 
N | Lion 
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Lion inthe way. The fleſh will bid thee 
ſpare thy ſelf, as Peter did Chriſt : O be 
not ſo violent for Heaven, ſpare thy ſelf. 
The fleſh ſaith as Judas, What needs al 
this waſie © So, what needs all this pray- 
iog and wraſtling ? why doſt thou walſte|. 
thy ſtrength ? what needs all this waſte? 
The fleſh cries out for eaſe; it is loth 
to put its neck under Chriſt's yoak, The 
fleſh is for pleaſure; it had rather be]. 
aming, than running the heavenly 
__ There1s a deſcription of fleſhly 
pleaſures, Amos 6.4, 5,6. That lie upon 
beds of Ivory, and ſtretch themſelves upon 
their Conches, that chaunt to the ſound 
of the Viol; that drink Wine in bowl, 
and anoint themſelves with the chief oint- 
zrents, Thele are the delights of the 
fleſh. Such an one was he ſpoken of in 
Beard's Theatre, that did (trive to pleaſe 
all his five ſenſes at once. He didbe- 
ſpeak a room richly hung with fair 
Þictures ; he had the moſt delicious mu- 
ſick; he had all the choice Aromatick 
and Perfumes; he had all the Candie 
and curious Preſerves of the Confef- 
ctioner 3 he was lodged in the bed witt 
a beautiful Curtiſan : Thus did heir 
dulge the fleſh, and ſwore that he 


woul 
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would ſpend all his eſtate to live one 
- week like a God, though he were ſure 
' to be damned in Hell the next day. O 
take heed of holding intelligence with 
the fleſh ! The fleſh is a bad Counſellor. 
- St. Paul would not confer with fleſh and 
blood, Gal. 1.16. Thefleſh is a ſworn 
enemy to this holy violence, Rom.8.123. 
If ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die. You 
' have taken an oath in Baptiſm, to re- 
- nounce the fleſh. | 
Take heed of liſtning to the voice of g, 
ſuch carnal friends as would call you 
off from this bleſſed violence. Fire 
when in Snow, will ſoon loſe its heat, 
and by degrees go out. Among bad 
company you will ſoon loſe your heat 
for Religion. The company of the 
wicked will ſooner cool you, than your 
company will heat them, Vinegar wall 
ſooner ſowre the Wine, than the Wine 
will (weeten the Vinegar. How often 
muy do, carnal friends the fame toour ſouls, 
as infeted perſons do to our bodies, 
convey the Plague. The wicked are 
' ſtill difſwading us from this violence 3 
they will ſay, it 1s preciſeneſs and (ingu- 
larity. As Chriſt's friends Jaid hold on 
him when he was going to preach, 
N 2 Mark 
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Mark 3. 21. They went ont to lay hold on 
bim > for they ſaid, he is beſide him (lf. 
Such as are unacquainted with the (p1- 
rituality and ſweetneſs of Religion, 
judge all zeal phrenfiez and therefore 
will lay hold upon us to hinder us in 
this ſacred violence, When we are 
earneſt ſuitors to Piety, our carnal 
friends will raiſe ſome 111 report of it, 
and ſo endeavour to break the match, 
Galeacivus Marqueſs of Vico, being 
reſolved for Heaven, what a block in 
bis way did he find his carnal Relations ! 
and what ado had he to break through 
that impediment! Take heed of a 
ſnare in your boſom: This is one of 
the Devil's great ſubtilties, to hinder 
us from Religion by our neareſt Rela- 
tions, and ſo toſhoot us with our own 
rib He tempted 4dam by his wife *, 
Ger, 3. 6. Who would have ſuſpected 
the Devil there? He handed over a: 
temptation to Job by his wife, Job 2.9. 
Doſt thou ſtill retain thine integrity 2 
What, notwithſtanding all theſe dif 
aſtersthat have befallen thee, doſt thou 
{till pray, and ſerve God ? Throw off 
his livery, Czrſe God and die. Thus 
would the Devil have cooled Job's 
violence 
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violence for Heaven ; but the ſhield 
of his faith quenched this fiery dart. 
Spira's friends ſtood in his way to 
Heaven, for advifing with them about 
Luther's DoGrine 3 they perſwaded 
him to recant, and fo openly abjuring 
his former faith, he felt an Hell in 
his conſcience : Take heed of ſuch 
tempters 3 reſolve to hold on your 
violence for Heaven, though your car- 
nal friends diſſlwade you. *'Tis better 
to go to Heaven with: their hatred, 
than to Hell with their love. It was 
a ſaying of St. Hierowm, If my Pa- 
rents ſhould perſwade me to deny 
Chriſt; if my Mother ſhould ſhew 
me her breaſts that gave me ſuck *; *Snav 
if my wife ſhould go to charm me ;,,,..* 
with her embraces, I would for- cc. 
ſake all and fly to Chriſt, If our 
deareſt friends alive would lie in our 
way to Heaven,we mult either leap over 
them, or tread upon them. 

Take heed of ſetting up your 9g. 
ſtay in the loweſt pitch of grace, He 
that hath. the leaſt grace, may have 
wotion, but not violence. It is a pitiful 
thing to be contented with juſt ſo 
much grace as will keep life and fout 
N 3 together. 
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_ Socordis anime ff deere ſuf- together * A fick man 
ie mils ver, iſ 1; nay have life, but is not 
primus. Corn. a Lap. lively. Grace may live 
inthe heart, but is ſickly, 
and doth not flouriſh into lively ads, | 
Weak grace will not withſtand ſtrong | 
temptations, or carry through great 
ſufferings: it will hardly fo/ow Chriſt 
upon the water, Little grace will not 
do God much ſervice. A Tree that 
hath but little ſap, will not have much 
fruit. It may be faid of fome Chri- 
ſtians, though they are not ffill-boyy, 
yet they are ſtarvelings in grace: 
They are like a ſhip that comes with 
much ado to the Haven. Oh labour 
to grow to further degrees of lantity. 
The more grace, the more ſtrength; 
and the more {trength, the more vio 
lence. | 
IO. If you would be violent for Hes 
ven, take heed of this opinion, That 
It is not ſo hard to get the Kingdom; 
leſs violence will ſerve turn. He that 
thinks he need not run a Race ſo faſt, 
will be apt to flack his pace, Thi 
hath undone many. Who will take} 
pains for Heaven, that thinks it may 
be had at a cheaper rate? Bur if ith 
bes 
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an | be ſo eafie, what needs Chriſt ſay, 
ot | Strive as in an Agony. What needed 
ve | Pal beat down his body ? Why doth 
y, | the Text ſpeak of taking the Kingdom 
ts. | by force? Is not converfion called a 
ng | mew birth 2? Joh. 3. 7. a Creation, Pſal. 
at | 51-10. andis that facil? O take heed 
iſt | of phancying that work eafie which is 
ot | both above nature, and againſt it. 'Tis 
at | as great a wonder for a ſoul to be 
ch ſaved, as to ſee a mill-ſtone to be lift 
ri- | upinto the middle Region. 
n,| 2. Uſe thoſe means which will pro- 2- _ 
e: | mote this holy violence. > OL 
thi 7n. Keep up daily prayer. Prayer is 
ur] the bellows that blows up the afteQi- 
y. | ons3 and a Chriſtian is moſt active, 
h;1| when his affections are moſt violent. 
0] Prayer keeps the trade of Religion 
agoing. Prayer is to the ſoul, as the 
ea-] animal ſpirits are to the body 3 the ani- 
nat] mal ſpirits make the body more agile 
n;h and lively; ſo doth prayer the ſoul. 
zat]} That the motion of a Watch may be 
ſt] quicker, the ſpring muſt be wound up. 
hi Chriſtian, winde up thy heart every 
ke} day by prayer. Prayer fetcheth in 
ſtrength from Chriſt, and when his 
ſtrength comes in, it ſets the ſoula 
N4 working. 
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working. Prayer leaves the heart in 
good frame : As the morning Sun leaves 
a warmth in the room all the day af- 
ter. When Chriſtians lay aſide prayer, 
or leave off fervency 1n it, then by de- 
grees they loſe their holy violence, 

If you would be violent for Heaven, 
get under lively preaching. The word 
1s quick and powerfull, Heb. 4. 12.1t puts 
lite into a dead heart. It is both a 
ſword to cut down fin, and a ſpur to 
quicken grace. The word is a fire to 
thaw a frozen heart, Jer. 23.29. 1H 
not my Word fire 2 .As, good almoſt be 
without preaching , as be under ſuch 
preaching as will not warm, It is a 
part of the Word, not only to inform, 
but to i»flame, Pſal. 119.50. Thy Word 
hath quickened me. *Tis the lively diſ- 
penſation of the Oracles of Heaven 
muſt avimate us. and make us lively in 
our operation, 

If you would be violent for Heaven, 
get your hearts filled with love to Reli- 
gion. This is like the Rod of Myrtle in 
the Travellers hand, (Pliny (peaks of,) 
which makes him freſh and lively in his 
travel, and keeps him from being wea- 
ry, Whena man hath warmed himſelf 
at 
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:1j at the fire, now he is fitteſt for work. 


If you would be violent in working 

out ſalvation, warm your ſelves at this 

fire of love. A man will be violent 

for nothing but what he loves. Why 

are men ſo eager in their purſuit af- 

ter gold, but becauſe they love it. 
Love cauſeth delight, and delight cauſeth 
violence. What made St. Paul labour 
more than all the other Apoſtles? The 

love of Chriſt confirained him, 2 Cor. 
5.14. Love 1s like Oll to the wheels. 

Get love to Religion, and you will 
never be weary 3 you will count thoſe 

the beſt hours which are ſpent with 
God. He that digs in a filver Vein 
ſweats, yet love to the ſilver makes 

bis labour delightfull. 

If you would be violent, be vigi- 4. 

lant. The Prophet ſtood upon his 
Watch-tower *, Hab. 2.1. Why are Chri- * T1”w 


ſtians ſo liſtleG in their work, but be- 74% 


cauſe they are ſo careleſs in their Eraſm. 


watch. Did they but watch to ſee Origen. 
how their enemy watcheth, they 
would be violent to reſiſt him : Did 
they but watch to fee how their time 
runs, or rather flies, they would be 
violent to redeem it : Did they but 
watch 
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watch to ſee how their hearts loitex 
in Religion, they would ſpur on faſter 
to Heaven. The reaſon there is fo 
little violence 1n Religion, 1s, becauſe 
there is ſolittle vigilance. W hen Chri- 
ſtians neglect their ſpiritual watch, and 
grow ſecure, now their motion to 
Heaven 1s retarded, and Satan's mo- 
tions to fin are renewed. Our fleep- 
ing time, is Satan's tempting time. 

If you would be violent for the 
Kingdom, bind your heart to God by 
ſacred vows. A ſervant will be more 
diligent after he is bound to his Ma- 
{ter. Vow to the Lord, that by his 
grace you will act more vigorouſly in 
the ſphere of Religion, Pſalm 56. 12. 
Thy vows are upon me O God, A vow 


binds the votary to duty. Helooks up-| 


on himſelf now as under a ſpecial ob- 
ligation, and that quickens endeavour. 
No queſtion but a Chriſtian may make 


ſuch a vow, becaulethe ground of it is | 
morally good 3 he vows nothing but} 
what he 1s bound to do, namely, to| 


walk more cloſely with God. Only re- 


member, that we vow not in our own 
ſtrength, but Chriſts.. We muſt con- 


hde 1n him as well for ſtrength as righ- 
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.| One Thing, how earneſt ſhould we be 
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heonfref Ija, 45, 24. In the Lord I have 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
If "ny would be violent for Hea- &, 
yen, be ſure you make going to Hea- 
ven your buſineſs. What a man looks 
on as a Tag4gy», or thing by the by, 
he will never be violent for ; but that 
which he makes his buſineſs, he will 
be induſtrious about. A man looks 
upon his trade as the only thing to get 
a livelihood by, and he follows it 
cloſe : So if we would but look up- 
on Religion as the main bufineſs where- 
in our ſalvation is concerned, we 
ſhould be violent in it, Lake 10. 42. 
But one thing is weedfull. This is the 
One Thing, to get Chriſt and Heaven *. * aun 
this is the end we came into the world (/ /#: 
for. If we could thus look upon the hey. 


things of eternity as our buſineſs, the em 
IH TCM 


þ X bit , Cu 
in the purſuit of them, 1a nimi- 


Yum pittae , 4.8 


If you would be violent, have Hea- 7. 
ven continually in your eye, This 
made Chriſt violent to the death ; he 


had an eye to the joy (et betore bye, 
Heb, 
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Heb. 12. 2. Set the Crown ever be.ff! 
fore you, and that will provoke en-F* 


deavour. Jul 


s 
| If 
The Mariner hath his hand to theP® 
Stern, and his eye to the Star. WhileP® 
we are working, let us have an eye jl 
to that place where is Chriſt theP*" 
bright morning Star. How willingly 
doth a man wade through a deep wa: 
ter, that ſees the dry Land before him, 
and is ſure to be crowned as ſoon asf 
he comes at ſhore? Every time you 
caſt your eye up to Heaven, think, | 
above that ſtarry Heaven is the Empy-Þ* 
rzan Heaven I am (ſtriving for. Thus |. 
did Moſes 3 the eye of his faith quick- 
ned the feet of his obedience, Heb. 
11, 26. He looked to the recompence of Y 
Reward. When Chriſtians loſe their |" 
proſpect of Heaven, then they begin 
to fJacken their pace in the way thi- 
ther. - 
C - If you would be violent for the 
Kingdom, accompany with ſuch as are 
violent. When we want fire, we uſe 
to go to our neighbours hearth and 


fetch 


—immenſum gloria calear habet- 
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ye. fetch fire. Often be among the godly, 

n.$2d ſo you ſhall fetch ſome heat and 

" huickning from them, P/al. 119.63. 7 anc 
companion of all them that fear thee *, * man 
ood company quickens. The holy —_— 

liſcourſe and example of one Saint, blu, * 

hepoth whet and ſharpen another. The 

ile $8ints never go fo faſt to Heaven, as 

yeſſhen they go in company. One Chri- 

he tian helps forward another. In other 

ly Aces that are run, many times one 

-2- ſinders another 3 but in this Race to 

m Heaven, one Chriſtian helps forward 

* knother, 1 Theſ. 5. 11. Edifie one ano- 

ber, even as alſo ye do. O let not this 

k [Article of our Creed be forgotten, The 

” Kommunion of Saints. 

If you would be violent, never leave g, 

&. ſtill you have the Spirit. Defire of God 

4, |to put forth the ſweet violence of his 

of [PPirit3 the Spouſe begg'd a gale of 
the Spirit, Cart. 4, 16. Awake O Norths 

wind, blow O South, When God's Spi- 

rit blows upon us, now we go full fail 

to Heaven. When the Spirit of the 

ne jiving creatures was in the wheels, then 

-e [hey moved, Ezek. 1.21, The wheels 

[of our endeavqur move apace, when 

id |fhe Spirit of God 1s in thele wheels. 

þ Seeing 
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Seeing there are ſo many .violer 
winds of temptation blowing -us bac] 
ward, we had need have the violen 
wind of God's Spirit blowing us fo! 
ward to Heaven. Let this ſuflicet; 
have ſpoken of the means for this ho 
ly violence. 

But may ſome ſay, we have uſe 
this violence for Heaven, what r« 
mains for us to do ? As the peopl, 
ſaid to Chriſt, Lnke 1.13. What ſb, 
we doe 

You that have been violent for He: 
ven (aged Chriſtians ) let me beſeec| 
you ſtill to keep alive this holy vio 
lence. Not only keep up duty, but 
violence in duty. Remember, yo 
have that corruption within you, which 
1s ready to abate this bleſſed violence 
The brighteſt coal hath thoſe aſhe 
growing on it, as 1s apt to choak thi 
fire. You have thoſe inbred corrupt! 
ons, that like aſhes, are ready to choak 
the fire of your zeal. How was Peter's 
grace cooled when he denied Chrilt' 
The Church of Epheſus loſt her keen 
edge of Religion, Rev. 2. 4. Take 
heed of declining in your affetions, 
Be not like a body in an atrophy : - 
f mo 
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leglmoſt violent at laſt, A ſtone, the 
ackIpcarer It 1s to the center, the more 


ler 


violent it 18 in its motion, 


You have 


fogbut 2 little time now to work for God, 


Et 


no 


I that ſhines brighteſt be- 
| fore its ſetting: As the 


therefore work the harder. Be like 
the Church of Thyatira, Her laft works 
were more than her firſt * 
Rev. 2. T9. Be asthe Sun re fd indie 
melius. Grotius. 


Swan that ſings ſweeteſt before its 
death, Rome. 13. 11, Tour ſalvation is 
nearer than when you believed. If your 
ſalvation be nearer, your violence 
ſhould be greater. How ſhould you 


| quicken your pace, whenyou are with- 


in fight of the Kingdom! He is an 


| happy man, of whom it may be ſaid, 


ſpiritually, as of 249ſes literally before 
his death, Dent. 34, 7. His eyes waxed 
not dim, and his natural force was not 
abated. So a Chriſtian's force and 
violence for Heaven 1s not abated : 


4 He keeps the beſt wine of his life till 


laſt. 

Here 1s ſtrong conſolation to the 
violent Chriſtian 3 thou art in the way 
to the Kingdom. Though perhaps thou 
haſt not a bunch” of Grapes in the 
Way, 
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way, ( Imean that joy which ſome, 
meet with) yet it is happy that thou; 
art in the way. Bleſs God that while 
ſome lye in the total negle& of duty, [1 
God hath given thee an heart to ſeek || 
him, Fſal. 105. 3. Let the hearts of them|q 
rejogce thas ſeek the Lord, Nay,ſ| 
God hath not only given thee an heart 
to do duty, but to do duty mixed |f, 
with love, which makes it ſavonry fn 
meat, and to do duty ſtamped with fer-[T 
vency, which makes it paſs currant with |, 
God. O bleſs God who hath raiſed [c; 
thee off the bed of ſloth, and ſtirred jj 
up the zeal of thy ſoul for Heaven, 
He who hath made thee w7o/ent, will fi 
make thee wiForiow. Wait a while, þþe 
and thou ſhalt be poſſeſſed of a King- þ 
dom. When Moſes went up to re- 
ceive God's Commands, he ſtaid fix 
daies on the Mount, and on the ſeventh 
day, God called to him, Exod, 24. 16. |a 
Though we wait long, and have not þn 
the thing waited for, yet let us con- | 
tinue doing our duty 3 ſhortly, God þ 
will call us from Heaven, Come up hi- 
ther, and we ſhall go from the Mount þy; 
of Faith, to the Mount of Yiſtor, and Þu 
behold thoſe glorious things which þs 
| ege 


me [ze bath not ſeen, nor can it enter into 
ou | war's heart to conceive. 
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ue But, may a child of God ſay, I fear 0bjeZ. 


ty,j1 am none of thoſe violent ones that 
ek [ſhalltake Heaven: I find ſuch a deadnefs 
em [of heart in duty, that I queſtion whether 
1y, [I ſhall ever arrive at the Kingdom. 

art] This deadneſs of the heart may ariſe eſp. 
ed [from natural cauſes. Weakneſs of bod 
ry jmay occaſion indiſpofition of mind. 
er- [Thy prayer may be weak, becauſe thy 
Ith body 1s weak. A Lute that is cracked 
ed [cannot ſend forth ſo ſweet a ſound as if 
ed fit were whole. 
en. 2. This indiſpoſition of ſoul perhaps 
'Ul fs only caſual, and for a time 3 it may 
le, be in a deep fit of melancholy, or in 
g- ſceſertion. When the Sun is gone from 
re- four climate, the earth is as 1t were in 
ſix Feſertion, and the trees are without 
th bloſſom or fruit 5 but this is only for 
(6. Ja time : Let but the Sun return again 
Ot bn Spring, and now the herbs flouriſh, 
n- knd the trees put forth their fruit : 
od Bo when God hides his face, there is a 
bi- Headnels upon a Chriſtian's heart;z he 
nt prayes as if he prayed nbt : But let the 
nd Bun of Righteouſneſs return, now he 
ch þ divinely animated, and is as vigorous, 
eye O and 
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and lively in his operation as ever, he 
now reproves his ff love. Therefore 
thou weak Chriſtian, be not diſcou. 
raged, ſo long as thou doſt not alloy 
thy ſelf in thy diſtemper; a dead beart 
is thy burden, look up to Chriſt thy 
High-Prieſt, who is merciful to bear 
with thy infirmities, and 1s mighty t 
help them. 
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But it is good for me to draw near to God. 


| gant than ſacred: It 
1 1s calculated for the 


Thy Meridian of God's 


ans NES Church in all times ; 
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> 2D) but eſpecially it is fit 
== for the godly to me- 
litate upon in times of calamity. Itis RT. 
ntitled 4 Pſalm of Aſaph *. Aſaph was * moi” 4 
2 * man divinely inſpired, a Prophet 3 IN: 4 Fo 
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It is called a Pſalm: of Aſaph, either be- 
cauſe he compoſed it, or becauſe it 
* Traditus yyas' committed to him to ſing *. This 
WAR holy man here ſeems to have a dia- 
cantandus. logue with himſelt concerning provi- 
Vatablus- dence. He was ready to call God's 
providences to the bar of reaſon, and 
enquire the equity of them. How doth 
it ſeem juſt, that they who are evil 
ſhould enjoy ſo much good; and they 
* JImpis ebrictate fortune ad who are good ſbould _ 
inſaziam uſque {ibj placent, & dure ſo much evil*? While 
| iſeras plerumque ſubjaceat pit. 4ſaph Was debating the 
a caſe with himſelf, at laſt 
his faith got above his ſenſe 3 he con- 
ſidered that the wicked were (et i lo- 
cs lubricis, in ſlippery places. And like 
ſuch as go uponlce, their feet would 
ſon ſlide; or like ſuch as walk on 
Minesof Powder, they would ſoon be 
blown up. Yerſ. 18. This did both re- 
folve his doubt, and compoſe his 
Spirit. 

The prozxmium or entrance into the 
Plalm, 1s not to be forgotten; Traly God 
is good to Ijrael; ſothe Hebrew renders 
*I\O"M it, certainly * : Without diſpute, this 

is a golden maxim muſt be held. 
lo the Septnagint it is vox admirantis, 
it 


in 
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G 


drawing near t0 God. 


- [gar reads it, veruntemer, 


gel in Heaven can expreſs! The vul- 
get God is 
good'; as if the P/alwiſt -had ſaid, 
though the Candle of prolperity ſhines 
on the wicked,they have not only what 
their heart can wiſh, but more than heart 
cax wiſh, Verſe 7. And though the god- 
y are ſorely afflited, mingling their 

rink with weeping; yet for all this, 
God is good to Iſrael.Here is the Fountain, 
the Stream, the Ciftern : the Fountain, 
God ; the Stream, Goodnefi; the Eiſters 


good to al, Pſal. 145. 9. The ſweet dew 


falls upon the Thiſtle as well as the 
Roſe. But though God be good to all, 
yet not alike good to all. He is good to 
Iſrael} ina ſpecial manner. The wicked 


[bave ſparing mercy, but the godly have 


ſeving mercy.And if God be good to his 
people, henit is good for his people to 
draw near to him. So itis in the Text, 
It is good for we to draw near toGod. 


1. We may look upon the words 
in Hypotheſdz, here is ſomething implicd, 
viz, that by nature weare far off from 
God. Drawing wear impliesa (trangeneſs 

| | 3 and 


it is ſet out by way of admiration, 0 
how good is God 30 Iſrael *! What An- 


into which it runs, 1Fae/. Indeed God is 
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and diſtance. In our lapſed eſtate we 
loſt two things, the image of Gad, 
and communion with God, Pſal. 58.3, 
The wicked are eſtranged frow he womb. 
Every ſtep a finner takes, is a going 
further from God. The Prodigal's go- 
ing into a far Country, Luke 15. 14. 
was an emblem of the finner's goingh y, 
afar oft from God. How far are they} xx 
diſtant from God, who have been tra-| 
velling forty or fifty years from their}; 
Father's houſe ! and which 1s worſe, | 
fincers are not- only far from God, 
but they do not defire to be near him,|G 
Jer. 4.10. They have loved to wander ;| y 
Sin doth not care to be near holineſs. x 
The wicked get as far as they can from}; 
God : Like Cain, who went out from the 
preſence of the Lord, Gen. 4. 16. That ; 
1s the Church of God, where were the 
vifible figns of God's preſence : he} 
eſtranged himſelf from God as much} 
as he could : he fel/ to building, there- 
by thipking to drown the noile of his 
conſcience, as the Italians of old were}, 
wont to drown the noiſe of thunder 
by ringing their Bells. © Sioners think 
God's company may be beſt ſpared, 
Iſaiah 3o. 11. Canſe the Holy One of 
Iſrael 


drawing near to God. 


Iſrael to ceaſe from before 4. Let us 
ſhut God out of our company 3 let him 


'| be no more named among us. A bad 


eye loves not to be near the Sun, 
Let us be deeply humbled for our 


*Ifall in Adam, which hath ſet us at ſuch 


a diſtance from the bleſſed God. Hea- 
ven and Earth are not ſo far aſunder 
as. God and the ſinner. The further 
we are from God, the nearer -we 
are to Hell. The further a man ſails 
from the Eaſt, the nearer he 1s tothe 
Weſt. Let us think of returning to 


God by Repentance.Say as the Church, 
"fHoſ. 2.7. I will go and return0 my firſt 
5} Husband, for then was it better with me 


than now. 
2. Let us conſider the text in Theſe ; 
[t is good for me to draw near to God, 
The text fallsinto theſe parts. 
' 1. ThePerſon, me. 
. 2. The Ac, draw near. 
3- The Object, God. 
4- The excellency of the AQ, at # 
goort. 
' The Propolition is this, 


That it is a great duty incumbent wpon 
Chriſtians to draw near to God. 
O 4 Heb, 
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Heb. 10. 22. Let ws draw near with a 
trxe hears. For the illuſtration of the 
Propoſition, four things are to be en- 
quired into. 

1. How we are capable of drawing 
near to God. 

2. Where we draw near to God. 

3. The mannerof our drawing near 
to God. 

4. Why we muſt draw near to God. 

1. How we are capable of drawing 
near to God. By nature we ſtand in 
oppoſition to God, Col. 1. 21. alienated 


and enemies, How then can we approach 
nigh to God ? Anſw.lItis 


#. nf ws # 9 8- through a Mediatour *. 
aoemus pY R . . 
Caly. Cer Out of Chriſt God zs 4 


conſuming fire, Heb.12.29, 
But Jeſus Chriſt is the ſcrene between 
us and divine Juſtice. Chriſt as our 
High Prieſt aſſumes our fleſh. Chriſt's 
fleſh is called a wail, Heb. 10. 20. As 


* Moſes when his face ſhone ſo exceeding 


bright, put a vail upon it, and then 
Iſrael might approach near to him, and 
look upon him : So Chriſt having vail- 
ed himſelf with our humane nature,we 


py now draw nigh to God and behold] 
him, 


And 


drawing near to God, 


And as Chriſt makes-way for us in- 
to the Holy of Holies by his Incar- 
nation; {o by his Cracifi xion - he died 
to make God and ns friends. The 
Divine Law being infringed, God's 
Juſtice was provoked, and fatisfation - 
demanded, before we could approach 
to God in an amicable way. Now 
here Chriſt as our Prieſt ſhed his blood 
for our fins, and ſo made the attone- 
ment, Col. 1. 20, Having made peace 
through the blood of his 


* O0ledh hei * Pignus &+ pretium noſtre cum 
Croſs As J e T being Deo — a [uit ſangues 


ſo great at Court, made 
way for all his Brethren 
to draw near into the King's preſence, 
Gen. 47. 2. So Jeſus Chriſt is our Jo- 
ſeph, that doth make way for us by 
his blood, that we may now come near 
into God's preſence. Through Chriſt 
Gad is pleaſed with us; he holds forth 
the ph i Scepter, that we may draw 
near, and touch the top of the Scepter. 
2. Where we draw near to God. 
Anſw, In the uſe ofhis Ordinanced. In 
the Word we draw near to his” Hely 
Oracle ;, in the Sacrament we draw near 


Chriſti. Calvin, 


to his Table. In the one we hear his 


voice; in the other we have his kiſs. 
Belideg 
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Beſides, we do in a ſpectal manner 
draw near to God inprayer. Prayer 
1s the ſoul's private converſe and 1n- 

* nx @tercourſe with * God. Prayer whiſpers 

wrorwuX- in God's ears, Pſal. 18. 6. My prayer 

pl came before him, even into his ears. 
aire. In prayer we draw ſo nigh to God, 

Chr that we take bold of him, Iſa. 64.6. 

God draws nigh to us by his Spirit, 
and we draw nigh to him in prayer. 

3- The modw, or manner of our 
drawing near to God, God's ſpecial 
reſidence is in Heaven, and we draw 
near to God not by the feet of our bo- 

* xs gr:ſr. dies, but our ſouls *. The affeions 

bus copo, are the feet of the ſoul; by theſe we 

faenm. move towards God. David drew nigh 
to God in his defires, Pſar 73. 25, 

. There is mone on earth I defire befides 

thee. He did ſhoct his heart into Hea- 

ven by pious ejaculations. Spirits 

may have intercourſe at adiſtance. 

4- 4. Why we muſt drawnear to God, 

F- Becauſe he is our Maker *, iz him 

* we live. He hathgiven us our bodies ; 
they are his curious weedle-work , Pſed. 
139. 15. And as he hath wrought the 
Cabinet ; ſo he hath put the Jewel init, 
the precious foulz and ſurely if we 
had 
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drawing near to God, 


had our being from him, we cannot 


breath without him: there is good 

reaſon we ſhould draw near to himin 

a way of homage and obſervance. 
God is our BenefaQor ; , he crowns 


us with variety of bleſſings; he gives 
health and eſtate; every bit of bread 
we eat Is reached to us by the hand - 


of Divine Bounty. Is there not great 
reaſon we ſhould draw near to him 


that feeds us. Give a beaſt provender, 


and he will follow you all the field 
over. Not to draw near to him who 
1s our Benefactor, is worſe than 
bruitiſh. | 

God is the ſwam bonum. the chief 
good. There's enough in God to ſatiſ- 
he the immenſe deſire of the Angels. He 
is ozrmimode dulcis, the quintellence of 
ſweetneſs; in him all perfe&ions are 
concentred, wiſdom, holineſs, good- 
neſs : he hath rivers of pleaſure, where 
the ſoul ſhall bathe it ſelf for ever 
with infinite delight, Pſz/. 36. So that 
here 1s ground Giles for our draw- 


ing near to God he is the cbzef good *. + zum ir 


203 - 


Y 
To 


Every thing defires to approach to its —_— 
Me. 


happineſs. 


1. See the right gerive and temper ug: x. 


of 
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of a gracious ſoul, it is ever drawin 
near to God; it loves to converſe 
with him in private. A perſon truly 
regenerate is not able to ſtay away lon 
from God, Pal. 63. &. My ſoul followet 
hard after God. A pious. ſoul cannot 
but draw near to Gad. 

Out of the intire love which he 
bears to God. 'Tis the nature of love 
to draw the heart to the objed loved. 
' He that loves his friend will often 

ive him a viſit : He that loves God 
will vifit him. The heart aſcends toGod 
in a fiery Chariot of love. 

A gracious foul cannot but draw 
near to God, becauſe of the intimate 
relation between God and him. God 
is a Father, Iſa. 64. &. Doubtleſs thou 
art oxy Fathey. Doth nat the child de- 
light to draw near to his Father ? No 
Father like to God for love: * his chil- 
dren ſhall never want: he hath Land 


* enough to give toall his heirs. He loves 


his childrea ſo intirely, that he will ne- 
ver diſ-inherit them*. How then can Be- 
lievers keep away from their Father ? 
they know not how to be long out of 

his preſence. 
A gracious ſout cannot chuſe but 
draw 


— 
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drawing near to God. 


draw near to God. becauſe he hath found 
ſo much fweetneſs and content in it. 
While he hath drawn near to God, he 
hath drawn virtue fromhim. Never did 
Jonathan taſte ſomuch ſweetneſs when 
| he dipp'd his Rod in the hony-comb, 
1 Sam. 14. 27. astheſoul finds in com- 
munion with God. In drawing near to 
God,a Chriſtian's heart hath been warm- 
ed and melted; the Lord hath kindled 
Is ſacrifice from Heaven. In his a 
proaches to God, he hath had the illapſes 
ofthe Spirit, the incomes of God's love, 
the przhbations of glory : God hath 
piven him a banch of Grapes by the way 3 
he hath #aſted that rhe Lord is good* 5 no 
wonder then he is ſo frequent iv his ap- 
proaches to the divine Majeſty z he hath 
found the comfort of drawing near to 


Gad. 


world. The world ipgroffeth all their 
time and thoughts, Ph;/.3.19, Who mind 
earthly things, A good Chriſtian uſeth 
the world for his neceſiny, but his main 
work is to draw near to God. Whoever 
he compounds with, and paies ſhort, he 
will beſure God (hall not be a loſer. He 


gives 


* Pal. 34- 
$ 


2. It reproves them, whoin ſtead of ug :; 


drawingnear toGod, draw near to the —_ 
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gives God adaily ſacrifice;he folow4 God 


Jullz, Numb. 14.14. But covetous perſons 
make the world their treaſure,and what 


is their treaſure, that doth moſt com- 
mand their hearts. Worldlings live 6y 
ſenſe; and to talk to them of drawing 
nigh to God, is to ſpeak riddles and pa- 
radoxesto them. T hey can no more live 
out of the earth, than the fiſh out of the 
water.They have the Serpent's curſe up- 
on them to lick the duſt. Things of a 
worldly aſpe& draw away the heart 
from God. They are retinacula ſpei (as 
Teriul/ian (aith) they hinder our paſſage 
to the holy Land. Had not the fall beat 


off mens head-piece of wiſdom, they |, 


would think thus with themſelves, if 
there be any beauty in the world, what 
is there in God that made it *? he gives 
the flower its colour and odour;heygives 


the diamond its luſtre; he gives food its 
delicious taſt ; and if there be ſuch 
ſweetneſs in creatures, what is there in' 
God ? he is infinitely better than all.Shall 
theſe poor things draw off our hearts 
from God? ſhall the drop draw us from 
the fountain?ſhaj the light of the Taper 
draw us from the Sun ? ſhall we admire 
the gif ,and (orget the giver ? Solowon 
ſpeaks 
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© | ſpeaks of a generationofmen, wadneffis ir 
their heart, Eccl, 9.3. Sure they whodraw 
near the world, and leave God, mradneffic _ 
'| in: #helr heart. O how empty and inſignt» + 
1 ficant are all other things without God! 
theyare 1a their matter earthly,ia their 
procuring painful, io their frwtion ſur- 
teiting,in their duration dying, intheir 
operation damning. 

2. It reproves them who draw nigh to :. Branch. 
God,bur it is hypocritically; they draw 
nigh with their &ps, but not with their 
bearts,Ija.29.13.The Jews(faith one)uſe 
great ſhews of adoration, and in their 
Synagogues burn Lamps to the honour of 
God *, but no inward devotion can be. * Europ. 
'perceived. What is pomp without piety? P< 
Sinners give God the worſhip of their 
bodies, but keep their hearts for ſome- 


, | thing elſe they love better. The heart is 


a Virgin God himſelfis Suitor to. Prov. 

k | 23.26. My Son give me thy heart *. To * conoms 
n'| {raw near to God with the body,but not 194% wi 
the heartzis to abuſe God. 'Tis as if one © 

ſhould come into an Apothecaries ſho 
and aſk for cordial water, and he ſhould - 
| give him an empty glaſs. To draw nigh 
to God without an heart, is to play a de- 
votion, and togo to hell covered with 
Religion's mantle 3.lc 
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3- It reproves them who in ſtead of 


drawing near to God, draw back from 
God: theſe are Renegadoes 3 they once 
ſeemed to put forth fair bloſſoms, and 
gave good hope of their converſion, 
but their $prizg is changed to Autumn. 
Either fear of perſecution, or hope of 
preferment hath turned them away from 
the profeſſion of Religion, Such were 


8. 3. Iſrael hath caft off the thing that is 
good. At Ansborough the Papiſts give ten 
florens a year to ſuch as revolt from the 
Proteſtant Faith. Men draw back from 
God, becauſe they never had the Spirit 
of God to confirm them. Such as have 
the Spirit's indwelling, never take their 
final leave of God. The Spirit in the 
heart is called an earneſt *, not a pawn. 
A pawn may be called for again, and 
takenaway, but anearreſt remains, and 
is part of the ſumm behind, O how odi- 
ous is it to draw back from God ! The 
name Jxdas is had in abomination at this 
day. Sure no Proteſtant would bap- 
tize his child J#das, And how diſmal 
was his end | he who had no bowels to an 
innocent Chriſt, his bowels guſhed our. 


If it be geod to draw near to God, it 
muſt 
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| muſt needs be evil to draw back from 


him, Pſa. 37. 27. Thon haſt deſtroyed ai/ 
hom that £04 whoring from thee. | 
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\ 3. It exhorts us all to draw near to i 2. £«- 


God. *'Tis more ingenious todraw near 
to God voluntarily, than to be drawn 
near to himby affiktion. God is the ter- 
minus ad quem; whither ſhould che ſoul 
go but to God? where can the Bee reſt 
but in its hive ? To draw near to God is 
as well a priviledge as a daty, There are 
buttwo Motives I ſhall uſe toperſwade 
to this drawing neartoGad. 


to God is a goodthing. 'Tis good for me. 
That it is good, appears ſeveral waies. 
To draw near to God, is our wiſdom. 
The price of Wiſdom i above Rubies, 7ob 
28.18, No Jewel we wear doth fo ador:: 
us as wiſdom; - and wherein 1s our wil- 
dom ſeen morethanin our appropinqua- 
tion to God? *Tis judged wiſdom to 
keep in with great men,Prov.1 9.6. 4any 
will intreat the favour of the Prince. A 
Prince's love is mutable. How often doth 
the ſyn-ſbine of his royal favour ſet ina 
cloud. Butit is wiſdom to draw near to 
God, he is the ſweeteſt friend, and the 


foreſt enemy. 
P To 


? 
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To draw near to God is our honour, 


It iscounted an honour toconverſe with 
noble perſonages. What an high dignity 
is it, that the great God will ſuffer faful 
duſt to draw near to him! _— the 
Apoſtle did ſpeak it with an holy boaſt- 
ing.1 Joh.1.3.0ur fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
ther,and with his Son Feſws : As if he had 
ſaid, we dp not walk with the Pedan- 
ticks of the world; we are of the blood- 
royalof Heaven; welive above other 
menz Our fellowſhip is with the Father. 
T hat the King of Kings will hold forth a 
Golden Scepter tous,invite and welcome 
us into his preſence, and bid us draw 
near;this1s no (mall favour, l S4m.22.2. 
Every one that was diſtreſſed and in debt, 
drew ncar to David, and he became a Cap- 

tain over them. So that we who are di- 
ſtreſted and in debt, may draw near to 

God ; and that he will not only be our 
Captain,but our Hwsband,I1ſa.54.5. What 
tranſcendent dignity is this! It 15a won- 
der God doth not kick us out of his pre- 

ſerce, but that we ſhould be admitted 

tO ſee the King's face ;, and that he ſhould 

ſend us dainties off from his own table, 

19 an honour fitter for Angels than men. 

To draw near to God is exr ſafety.God 

is 
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ont of his hands, and there was the hiding 


God's hands, are to puſh his enemies ; 
and the hiding of his power, is to ſafe- 


ſtrong hold. Indeed there is no lafety, 
\ but in drawing nigh to God. Tfthe ſheep 
| {traggles from the fold, it is in danger 
of the Wolf; if we ſtraggle and wander 
from God, we are in danger of Satan. 
To draw near to God 1s our peace. 
The only thing which breaks our peace, 
1s, when we do not keep cloſe to God: 
but what harmony, yea Heaven is in the 
ſoul when it draws nigh to God ! P/al. 
119. 165. Great peace bave they that love 
thy Law. This peace like Pearl in broth 
is cordial. David drew nigh to God, for 
he was ever with him, Pſal. 139. 17. And 


this made his pillow ſoft when he went 
to ſleep, Pſal. 4.8. Twill lay me down in 


leaf :O that (weet (erenity which drops 
as hony upon the ſoul, while it is draw- 
ing nigh to God ! How comfortable isit 
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is a firong. Tower,Prov.18.10,. * It is good 7139 * 
in times of danger to draw near toa Fort Mabpbes 
or Caſtle, Hb. 3.4. He had horns coming « tew:ais 


Propugnacu- 


ls 
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of his power. The horns coming ont of trarſtats, 
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to draw near the Sun! and how ſweet | 
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uard his people. Godis animpregnable confagitn. 
rvwr. 


peace %* As the hony-dew falls upon the S1yw * 


Te 
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jsitto approach nighto the Sun of Righ- 

teonſneſs. 
5. To draw near to God is our riches, 
'Tis good drawing near a golden Mine. 
If we draw near to Gad, he will enrich 
us with promiſes, and divine conſola- 
tions; he will enrich us with the Pear} 
of price, Epheſ, 3.8, He will reward us as 
a King, yea,as a God. He will makeover 
his Land and Jewels to us he will give| 
us the ſpring- flowers of joy here, and 

the harveſt of glory hereafter. 

: 6. If we draw near to God, he will draw 
Jam.4-8. near to us *. If we draw near to himin 
duty, he will draw near to us in mercy. 
When the Prodigal approached to his 
Father, his Father drew near to him, and 
fell on his neck and kiſſed him, Lake 
15.20. If we draw near to God with 
repenting hearts, he will draw near to 
us with a compaſſionate heart. David 
prayed, Pſal. 69. 18. Draw nigh to my 
ſoul. It is good to have God draw nigh 
to us. How ſweet is his preſence ! he is 
light to the eye, joy to the heart, How 
happy was it for Zachew, when Chriſt 
drew near to him! This day is ſalvation 
come to thy houſe, Luke 19.9. When God 
draws near tothe (oul, heaven and falva- 
tion draw near. 2. There 
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2, There is a time coming, when * Motive. 


we. ſhall wiſh we had drawn near to 
God, We are ſhortly drawing near 
to our grave, Pſalm 107. 18. They 
draw near unto the gates of death. The 
wicked who care not for God, yet at 


| death they would draw near to him. 


Then they cty as AMatth. B. 25. Lord 


| ſave #5, or we periſh ; Then mercy. 
; wercy. They run to God in diſtreſs , 


aS in a form men run toa tree for ſhel- 


ter. But God will not ſhelter his ene- 


mies. The Lord gives the finner ahun- 
dance of mercy in his life time, (as 
you have ſeen a loving Father bribing 
a Prodigal Son with money to ſee 
he can reclaim him ) but if the finer 
be not wrought upon with mercy, 
then at death the Sun of mercy ſets, 
and a dark night of wrath overtakes 
the ſinner. They who would not 
draw nigh to God as a friend, God 
will draw nigh to them as an ene- 
wy 


God £ 


Let us contemplate the excellencies q,C x. 


of God. - He is the Ged of Glay, 
= P 3 Pſalm 


How ſhall we do to draw mear to Queſt; 
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compariſon of whom both Angels and 
men are but as the ſwal/ duſt of the bal- 
*T)}dya- lance *, He 1s the God of Love, 2 Cor, 
8% wie- 13.11. who triumphs in atts of mercy., 
Mc.” Well may this encourage } our ap- 


play the banner of free-grace to finners,. 


nour, who were of-a lovely diſpoſi-! 

tion, obliging all that came to him by 

acts of kindneſs and civility, 1t would 

make us ambitioully defirous to ingra- 

tiate our ſelves with him, and get in- 

to his acquaintance. God is the moſt 
foveraign good, the wonder of love, 

ready to diffuſe the filver ſtreams of 

. * Plal.86. his bounty to indigent creatures * ; this 
* if any thing will make us willing to 


him as the center of felicity. 
If we would draw near to God, let 
us ſtudy our own wants. Let us con- 


Pſalm 29. 3. full of orient beauty: in, 


Trigmeg. proaches to him who delights to dif. Þ; 


If we ſhould hear of a perſon of Ho-f.. 


draw near to him, and acquieſce in |; 


k 
h 
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fider in what need we ſtand of God, 
and that we cannot be happy without 
him. . The Prodigal never drew near 
tohis Father, till he begax to be in wang, 


Lyke 15. 
never 


A proud finner who was |; 


drawing near to God. 


never convinced of his want, minds not 
to come near God; he hath a ſtock of 
- |his-own to live upon, Jer. 2.31. We 
Fe Bare Lords, we will come no more wnto 
«thee. A full ſtomach deſpiſeth the hony- 
” fcomb. 'Tis the ſenſe of want brings us 
{\ hear to God. Why did fo many lame 
Sand paralitical reſort to Chriſt, but be- 
»=fcauſethey wanted a cure. Why doth the 
I- thirſty man draw near a fountain, but 


Y I becauſe he wants water. Why doth a 


d | condemned man draw near his Prince, 
I- | but becauſe he wants a pardon. When 


i- ]a poor ſoul reviews its wants, I want 


ſt grace, I want the favour of God, I am 
©, | damned without Chriſt z this makes 
of | him draw near to God, and be an ear- 
US } neſt ſupplicant for mercy, 


O If we would draw near to God, Fe, 


IN }jt be our care to clear our intereſt in 
God, Heb. 10.22, Let #5 draw near in 
et I full aſſurance of Faith. When we know 
N- | him to beour God, then we draw near 
d, [ro him. The Spouſe by virtue of the 
ut | conjugal union, draws near to her Huſ- 
ar fband, Pſalm 48. 14, This God is our God. 
F, | Let us beg the holy Spirit. The Spi- 
Jrit of God hath a magnetical virtue, 
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Ks 


ſweh, bur 


. the foul fly from God, facred love: 


[ee the hnrt er Som Wn, 
it to hitm, Cons. kd. 
Draw. me, we will run ofter thee. The 
Spirzt by bis Omnipotent grace, draws | 
the heart to:God ſuevirdr, bur fortittr, | 
powerfully, 
us get our bearts fired with love 
to. Goa! which way the love goes, tha 
way'the heatt'is drawn. If God bet 

treaſure delighted in, our hearts. will, 
be drawn to him; Servile fear makes 


makes it _— to arrog 


